
\\iiïhdrawal of the Whitc Fathers from Mozambique it'if rit3
I ;r t t , l l -  I) f  Dauìd S. Ro.çen/rer.g

S i r ' .  I  r . ; t l r rdered  i f  thc  foJ lo r . ' ' i t tg  fac ts
r c i : l t j l t :  t o  t Ì r e  À l o z ; t r t r l > i q u e  a l l a i r
n r igh t  l l c  o i  in te rcs t  to  yo t r f  t ' cadet ' s .

I r t  . ïu t te  197 1  I  was  in  Ï \ ' Ía ìa rv i ,  the
g u c s t  r i i  n r i s s i o t r a r i c s ,  a n d  i t  r r a r ;  t h e r e
ì l r , , t  t i ' t c  n e n ' s  r e a c l t e d  r t t c  o f  r l ì c  t o Ì a l
r v i r h c l  r r r n a l  o f  t h e  \ \ ' h i t e  I ; a t h e r s
Ì r o r r t  \ l o z a r t r b i q r r e .  

' I l r e  
W Ì r i t e  F a t h e r

O r t l e r ,  a s  y o u  n t a y  k t r o t v ,  i s  o n e  d e d i -
c a r c c l  p r r r õ l y  t o  r v o r k  i r r  A f r i c a  a n r l
t l t c  r v i t l r d r i t r v a l  o f  t h e i r  p r i e s t s  f r o r r r
a n  A f  r ' i c a r ì  c o u n t r y  w a s  t o t a l l y  t t t t -
preced t"r t  ed .

The ì rackground to  th is  acr ion  r . ' ' as
c a r e f u l l v  s e t  o u t  i r t  a  t l o c u r t t c n t  p r i '
l ' a t e l y  c i r c r r l a t e d  u ' i t h i r r  t h e  O t ' c l c r
a r r c l  w l r i c i r  I  r v a s  p r i v i l c ' g c d  t o  s e c .
l l c l c  i t  r v a s  s t a t c d  q r t i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t
f o 1  5 ç p 1 o  t i m e  t h e  ' t V h i t e  F a t l r e t ' s  i t t
M o z a u r b i q u e  h a d  b e e n  p r o t e s t i n g  t o
t h e  I ) o r t r r g u e s e  C a t h o l i c  l t i e r a r c h y
a b o r . r t  t h e  n r a l t r e a t n Ì e n l  o f  a r i d  t l t c
I n . Ì r r s t i c c  s h o w n  t o  t h c i r  p e o p l c .

r \s  l l ( ì  response Ìvas  fo r thcor r t ing
there  c i rn re  a  t i l l ìe  rvhen i t  l vas  con-
s i r l : r e d  t l i a t  t h c  s i t r r a t  i o r r  Ì r a t l  s o
t i c t e i ^ i o r a t e d  t h a t  t l r c  W h i t e  F a t l r e r s
c o r f l t l  n o  l o r r g e r  s e e  t l ì e i r  p r e s e r t c e  i n
I \ l o ) r r n r b i q u e  a s  b c i n g  r n  a c c o r d  r v i t h
t h e  t e n c h i n g  o f  t h c  ( i o s p c l .  ì I o r v e v e r
S r ( ' i ì r  Ì r a s  t l r e i r  l o v c  f o r  t h c i r  l r c o l r l e
t i r c  l V h j t e  I ì a t h e r s  i n e v i t r b l y  l r a r l  t o
f a c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  t h e y  s t a y r ' ( l  o n
t l r r . ' i r  l . r r e s c n c e  w o r r l d  a l ) p c a r  t o  ç o n -
r ì o n e  t h e  t a c i r  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e
l ' o r t u g u e s e  C a t h o l i c  h i c t a r c h y  t o
G o v e r n r u e r r r  t e r r o r i s t  l r o l i c y .

T l t u s  t h e  p a i n f  u )  d c c i s i o r r  r v a s  n l a d e
by  the  Or '< lc r ,  a f te r  f  leq t rcn t  conr ;u l -
t a t i o n  r v i t h  t l r e i r  p r i e s t s  o n  t h e  s p o t ,
t o  w i t i r d r a r v  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y .

A r i . i n g  f r o m  t h i s  a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h c
s i t r r r t i o n  c o r Ì t e s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a n a l o g y
bet rveen the  reac t ion  o f  the  Cathoüc
B i s h o p s  i n  N n z i  G e n n a n y  n ' h o  w c r e
s i l e n t  c o r r c e r n i n g  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t l r e
Na i i  Govcrn lnent  in  i t s  pcrsecut ion
and mass murder  o f  the  Jer , r ' s  and
o t l r e r  n r i l o l i t i e s  a n d  t h e  s i l e n c e  o f
thc .  Í )o r tug t rese  R ishops  in  the  face  o f
t h e i r  G o v c r n r Ì ì e n t ' s  a c t i o n s .  I t  i s  i m -
l t o s s i b l e  n o t  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  s i l c n c e
o f  t l r e  V a t i c a n  i l t  n o t  c o n d e m r r i n g
rv Ì ra t  has  heen happen ing  in  l \ íozanr -
b i r ; r t e  a r r d  A n g o l a  f o r  y e a r s ,  t o  r h e
s i l cnce  o f  the  V: r t i can  on  rvhat  rven t
on  in  Naz i  Gcrmany fo r  years .

A s  a  J e w  r v h n  i s  a  C a t h o l i c  t h e
a n a l o g y  i s  v e r y  r e a l  t o  m e  a n d  i t  i s
e . r t r e r n c l v  s a d  t h a t  n y  C a t h o l i c
ChL i rch  rv i l l  be  b lamcd fõ r  a t t i tudes
rvh i fh  a re  on ly  sharcc l  by  a  fe rv .  bu t
p o w e r f r r l ,  m c n  i n  o r r r  h i e r a r c h y .
Yours  fa i th fu l l y ,
T)AVID S.  ROSI iNBERG,
51 \{troclhurst Road, W3.

. |u ly  19 .

From fulr J. H. ï fncCallunt Scott
S i r ,  f n  y o r r r  e d j t o r i a l  o f  J u l y  1 8  y o u
cor Ì Ì l l r ( 'n t .  "  No good rea-son fo r  d is -
rc ; ;a rc i ing  t l rc  e t , i r l c r rce  o f  the  S l ta r r i sh
t r i s s i o r r i r r i c s  h a s  b e e n  g i \ r e n  " .  ì ï a y
I  r ; r rgges t  a  reason i  l ìo t  fo r  c l i s regard .
i n : :  i t ,  l r u t  f o r  t r c a t i n g  i t  a s  h ì e h l v
s r , rs l )ec t_?  Bv  way o [  p re face ,  l c t * rnã
nra l<e  i t  c lcar  t l ra t  I  anr  a  s t rong
c h r r r c h n r a n ,  a n d  t l r a t  I  h o l c t  t l r e  w h o l é
p r i e s t l r o o d  o f  a l l  d c n o m i n a t i o n s  i n
dr :cp  res l )ec t ,  I l c l iev iug  the  over -
r t l rehn ing  nra jo r i t y  o f  rhem,  inc lud .
l r r í ì  l , i ì i l ì ( ) l ' l l i ì s t ! Ì r B s ,  t o  l : e  i l t  v r l u r
or t r t  rvords  ' . ' good 

anc l  hones t  men, '
r ) l i j l l  aDove the  average.

-  À Íembers  o f  a l ì  p ro fess inns  are
shapec l  by  the i r  s tud ies ,  the j r  t ra in -
i r r l l  . a n d  t h e i r  d a i l y  p r a c t i c e .  ' f l r e

d i " c i p l i r r e  o f  t h e o l o g y  l a 1 . s  l i t t l e  s t r e s s
o Ì ì  r ç t ì a t  r s  c a l l e ( Í  t l r e  s c i c r t t i f i c
r re t l rc rc l ,  nor .  o l  i r rc luc t i ve  log ic .  I t s
o u !  c o n ì e  i s  b e l i e f  a n d  f a i t h - -  r a t l r c r
t l :an ,  knon ' lec lge .  ' fhe  

pr ic .s t ' . s  t r i i j n -
r n q  . t ) t  t Í ì g s  l Ì l n ì  m o r e  c l o s c l y  i r r t o
t o r r c h , r v i t h  t h e  e v i l s  a n d  m i s c i . i e s  o f
i r l e  l l ì i ì n  m o s t  1 1 ì e n ,  a n d  t c n d . s  t o
s , t l e p , B t l r e n  l r i s  t l . r r s t  i n  f a i r h  a n ( l  t o
( t_ lsco_r rn t  the  apn ' r . "n t  log ic  o f  fac ts .
l l r s ' f l1 [y  p rac t ice  ln  the  pr ies thood
in t t 'ns i f ies  thcse .  in f lqe f r tps .  ;  Fo Í  r r

t l tece rc. i rsons.  thc pr iest  rarely l ' ) roves
a  , ;ounc l  gu  ide  to  pu re l y  r vo r ld ì y
a f l i r i l s ,  cxc t ' p r  i n  the  h ig Ì re r  ranks
tvhere  he  mr rs t  pe r ' f o rce  eugage  in
l i u 'gc  sca lc  adnr i r t i s t ra t i on .

S t i l l  l ess  does  t l re  l t r i es t  make  a
re i i ab le  po l i t i c i an  I ro rvcve r  h igh  l t i s
rarrk.  I ' le  is  not  eqlr ippecl  to co;re
rvr t t r  the pract . ical  dccis ions l rct rveen
a l l e r r t l r t i v t '  c v r l s  r l h i t : h  t i t r .  i l t r ì i t  i c t a n
t ìurst  t í rke '  í rorrr  c lav to day.  Nor is  l re
rvcl . l  eryrr iyrpcr l  to lvc igh the evir lence
o I  o t l r c rs ,  and  ve lv  Í r cq r re r r t l . v  Í , he
e ' r ' i dcuce  he  g i vcs  h in rsc l f  i s  h ig l r l y
colçrut 'er Ì  hy f r i th as dist inct  f rorn
n l ra t  he  l ras  ac tua l l y  see t r  an t l  l t ea ld
rv i th  h ;s  o l tu  e ] ' es  a r rd  ca rs .  I t  i s
I rones t  be l i e f ,  l r r r t  i t  i s  no t  ncccssar i l v
harc l  fact .  l 'here i .s  a stro l lg case for
r r ' c ig l r i r rg  i t  vc rv  ca re fu l l - v  bc fo le  ac t -
i r rg  on  i t .  ' l ' he  ou ts ta Ì ìd i r rg  exn r r t l t l e  i s
thc  te r r i b le  t ragedy  p Ìayed  o Ì r t  i n
L,orr t lou in t ì re seyenteer l t l ì  cel l tury.' f l r e  p ro fcss ion  o f  j ou rna l i s rn  on
t l re  o t l r c . r  l r an r - l  l ea r l s ,  o r  shou ld  l ead ,
to a verv ì lecessf l ry arrd proper scep-
t ic i rnr  i r r  aì l  mattcrs of  fact .  ' Ihere is
a r( 'Srr- t t i ì l ) le  terrdencv i r r  the press
to t l ay  to  pu t r l i sh  "  s to r ies  "  as  i f  l hey
rve' re facts arrc l  i l r  i ts  edi tor ia l  cal la-
c. i ty  to t rcat  sucl t  "  s Íor ies "  as a basis
io r  l og i ca l  ana lys i s .  I t  i s  pa r t i cu la r l y
nrr t icc. ib le t  hat  I ' l te  ' l ' i r r rcs i r ì ) i )ears to
apn ly  a  do t r l l l e  s ta Ì ìda rd  in  th i s
n ì ; ì t t c r .  The  oh jec t i v i t y  o t  l , o r r r  ed i -
ior i i r l  contmeÌ l t  on Watergatc staÌ ' ìds
j r r  s ta r l l  con t ras t  to  yo l l l ' pa l t i sansh ip
or l  t l re a l legcd I tor tugt tesc r ì1 i ì .ssacrcs.
t i  orc regt 'c t t i r l l ly  y()u a l ) Ì rear to have
adop ted  t l t e  "  g t r i l t y  r rn t i l  p roved
inrroccrr t  "  p l t i Ìosopl ty of  t l re Labour
ant l  L iberal  part ies,  which is  not  in
the l r ighes, t  t radi t ion of  Rr i t ish publ ic
l i f e .
I  arn,  Sir ,  your obedient  servant ,
J0IIN II. II{acCAI.,LUM SCOTT,
l Ì r 'arr r lc .y I ìeech,
l , i t t le  l iaston,
I ) r rnrnow,
Ii ssc.x.
J u l y  l S .

I;rortt LÍr Olíuer Robínson
Sir ,  Your reporter  was correct  in
sayi  ng t i rat  s0me of  the guesrs
a t tend ing  the  Aug lo -Por tuguese
Socicty 's  recept ion for  Dr Caetano
lookc ,d  "  v i s ib l y  shaken  "  by  the
shouts of  "  fascist  scum r ' .  which
rvere hur led by den:onstrators out-
s ide the Savoy hotel  on the af ternoon
o f  . Ju l y  17 .

Yet,  the contor t ion of  their  fac ia l
fcatrr res rras not  so much occasioned
hy fears for  their  personal  safetv as
b -v  d i sgus t  a t  f he  

- i l l  
manner .  õ f  a

r t r is infornred rnob.  The Anglo-Portu-
Buese Society,  of  rvhich I  am a
member,  is  a str ic t ly  non-pol i t ical
organizat ion rv i th no ain ls but  to nro-
Ì l lcr tc and strengthen socia l  ãnd
crr l tural  t ies betrveen Portugal  a l td
th i t  country.
_ I3esides,  i t  should be pointed out

thar many of  the so-c i l led fascist
scLlm had devoted f ivs ys3l .s of  t i re i r
I ive.s or  longer to f ight ing fascism
in t l re last  war wìr i Ìe the rowcl ies otr t .
s ic lc  the Savoy hotel  were palpably
too young-to I rave made any-compai .
able sacr i f ice.
Yours fa i thfu l ly ,
OLIVI]R ROBINSON,
46.West Kensiugton Court ,  l t r l4.
. fu ly 19.

Front Dr A. B. Akinyenti
-Sir ,  The BBC has just  reported the
I ' o r tuguese  I ' r im  e  M id i s t  e r . .  D r
Ca( , ta r Ìo ,  as  say ing  tha t  hc  r ' l oes  no t
unders tand  why  A t r i ca  shou ld  bc  fo r
t r tack  A f  r i cans  on ly  and  tha t  t ì re  v jew
that  rvhi tes shotr ld leave Southcr.n
Af i ' ica rvas conrplete ly unacceptablC
to  l Ì un .

f 'b ere ha s bccn n()  bocÌy of
resg rons ib Ìs  op in iou  ins i r l e  anã  ou t -
s ide  A f r i ca  tha t  has  eve r  rnade  the
d.enrand that  any part  of  Afr ica
slrouid be reserved for  b lack

Âfr icans.  Tl re issue of  rvho is  an
r\ t ' r ' ican rvas <lebated at  the l r i rs t  Al l
Â i ' r i can  Peop ies '  Con fe rence  he ld  i n  ,
Acc ra  in  1958 .  Tha t  con fc rcnce
agreed rr i th the statentent  made by.
the late President  Nkrumah that  an' i
Âfr ican "  is  ar lyone wiro l ives in ;
Af  r ica " .  I

A l so  a t  the  Iuaugura l  Con fe rence ,
o f  the  Organ iza t ion  o f  A f r i çan  Un i t y  '
( O A U ) ,  i r e l d  i r r  A d d i s  A b a b a  i n ì
196-J,  t l r is  issue n 'as ra ised indi tect ly .  r
\ {hcn  de lega tes  a t  r ì re  con fe re l ì ce  r
r vc re  dea l ìug  w i th  cond i t i ons  f  o r . -
menrbershìp of  the OALÌ,  some dele- ' '
ga tes  r van rcd  r l r c  qua i i [ i ca t i on  fo i .
n rc r r rbc rsh  ip  to  be  an  inc l cpendcn t '
A [ r i c i r n  s r â t c  h c a d e d  b v  â  b l a c k '
A f r  i c i rn .  Th is  t t as  re . i ec ted  anc l  t he
dcle.r ;ates unauinrously voted tO Ì
accept any inde penclent  Afr icaa'
state evcn i f  the bÌack major i ty
voted for  a u 'h i te head of  state.

The demand whicÌr  has and is
be ing  made  on  Dr  Cae tano  i s  to
g Ì ' a r ì t  t hc  r ígh t  o f  se l f -dc te rn r ina t ion
to  a l l  t he  inhab i tan ts  o f  l t e r
co lon ies .  I f  t hey  vo te  fo r  un ion  w i th
Portr rgal ,  then t l rat  is  their  c i ro ice.
What  i s  t rnacccp tab le  i s  the  w l r i t e *
m ino r i t y  a r rogar i t ì g  to  i t sc l f  t l : e
r ! sh t  to  ru le  the  b lack  ma jo r i r y  even
i f  t l re ru le is  benevolenr,  whiCh i r  is
de f iu i te i y  no t .

Notv that  L)r  Caetano has shown
tha t  h i s  A f r - i can  po l i cy  i s  based  on
a  m isco r rccp t ion  o f  A f r i can  demands ,
he  wou ld  be  rve l l  adv ised  to  ho ld  a
d ia log ,ue  w i th  t l re  i caders  o f  t l r e
f reed om f  ig,h t  ers in Angola,
À{ozanrbique ancl  Grr inea Bi isau.
I { r - rpefrr l ly ,  a change in pol icy rv i l l
I O l l o I Y  l ì l S  e ( l U C a t l o n .
Yours,  etc,
A.  BOLAJI AKINYEIVÍI .
Presidcnt. lì igerian Society of Inter-
l ì a t i ona l  A f fn i r s .
30  Wi t l ey  Cour t ,
Coram Street ,  WCl.
Ju ly  18 .

From trír Donald H. Thomas
S i r ,  ) ' ou  shou ld  no t  have  done  i t .
I  have l ived 56 years,  say 50 years
arvare,  and I  do not  remember
being -more shockerì .  To wake up
to f ind that  ' / ' / re Tintes is  a gurter
frerì/spaper ; to read The Tinrcs
descr ibe hearsay as "  evidence "  ;
to real ize that  you have t imed the
matter so as nlost to cliscomfor-t the
Portuguese Pr ime Minister .

You s l rorv yoursel f  to be
unciv i l ised and i r responsible.  I
cease buying your paper and wi l l  , :
den ig ra te  ] ' ou  wherever  I  go .  . '  I
anr a f  ormcr centra l  banker.  now' i
a merchant banker,  and everyone I
speak to in the City sÌrares trty
v ie rvs  abou t  you .  , r  , . i
DONALD H.  THOMAS.  ,  {
27  Sancro f t  S t ree r ,  SE11 .  '  ì
J u l y  1 7 .  . r ì d ,

F rom Dr  S .  D . Ibekwe . , .
Si r .  As an Afr ican.  I  f ind Mr Wi lson'5:
sense oI  outrage over Portuguese i
conduct  in Nlozambique absolutety
incredib le.  Can he have forgot te l r
Biafra so soon, or  the ro le that  he
and  the  Labo t r r  Pa r t y  i n  o f f i ce  p layed .
in that  conf l ic t  ? Trvo mi l l ion peoplê '
-most ly  chi lc l ren-died there.
Yours s iucerely,
S.  D.  IBËKIVE,
86 Verdala Towerg
A l le r ton  Road .
L i ve rpoo l  18 .  : :

íúrv ïi. 
' ;,'"7

Frorn Lírs D. Boueg
Sir ,  I f  i \ l r  \ f  i lsorr  ever comes baclç,
into porver hcre,  I  rv i l l  emigrate td i
l 'or tucal .
Yours- ,  L '  t .
DOROTIIY BOVEY.
Ki l lock l Iouse,  Laughton,  l
Ncar Rugby,  Warwickshlre.
Ju ly  18 .


