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- IN July 1973, news reports appeared ‘here and
-abroad of a brutal My Lai-style massacre of-
_hative villagers the previous December in Mozam-
-bique, ‘then a Portuguese. colony stirring with
aspiratlons for independence.’ .- -

The dictatorial regime in’ Lisbon denied the re-
ports. So did the $60,000-a- year U S. agent for tl}e
‘Overseas Companies of -

Portugal, agovernment~
‘linked ' consortium " of \

firms with heavy invest.
ments in Mozambique -

and Angola, - Portugal’s
other colony in Africa.
The agent was Rich-~
ard Allen, the national
security - adviser to
President Reagan now
under suspension.. _ _ -,
From Washington, **

Allen closely monitored
the news and periodically .

filed reports to his wor-
ried employer in Lisbon.

“As part ofhiscam_'

-paign - to _convince .
public that the “alleged”
massacre by Portuguese
troops had never oc-
curred, Allen also arran-
ged for Rep. Philip Crane
(R-IIL) to visit the Portu-
guese colonies. Crane sub-
sequently - pronounced
the Portuguese clean. As
recently as August 1980,
Allen told the Washing-
ton Post that the tale of
a massacre appeared to
have been “a Czech dis- -
information report.”

But my associate Lu-
cette Lagnado has ob-
tained secret State Dept.
cables that make clear
there was indeed such a
massacre
American Foreign Ser-
vice officers . at least -
found the evidence per-
suasive. -

“The first reports of the -

butchery — hundreds of
men, women and chil-
dren beaten or shot to -
death and set afire in'a
piace " called - Wiriyamu
— came from Catholic-

‘missionaries in Mozam-

bique. The Vatican was

notified, “and. the US. -
Embassy in Rome learn:_:
ed of the story from Vat
ican sources. - . A

- One secret ¢able from .
Rome to Foggy -Bottom
was sent in June 1973.",

*Vatican’ was - ho_r_rlﬂe_d -

— or _that - reports,

coVerup
cohmud

ln]973

by report,s of an exten-
-sive massacre of Afri-

cans which took. place
‘recently . in Mozam-
bique,” the embassy re-
ported: It added that the
“which have not
yet hit the media, come
from local priests and in-
-dicate that a number of
vﬁlages have been anni-
hilat:

The following month,
the ‘Wiriyamu massacre
story “did. “hit the

medsa." and was met by
: categorical denials from{,

.the Libson regime.

.Secretary of State wn-'

‘Miam ‘Rogers signed an
urgent cable . to our
. posts in Portugal, - Mo-
‘zambique, and Rome,
asking for any informa.

tion on Wiriyamu. The

consulate in Lourenco
‘Marques, " the " colonial

capital of Mozambique, .

‘responded
‘“Despite sparsity of evi-
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dence, there is reason to
believe that some incident
involving death of ctvili-
ans south of Tete last De-
cember -did occur,” . the
cable stated. It added
that such a massacre

. was not typical of the

Portuguese colonial
t . ‘
.The Lourenco Marques

consulate cabled that,

-while it -could not con- .
firm the massacre re- .

ports directly, it had ob- -

- . tained indirect confirma-

tion. - “Attorney for
Spanish priests [who

‘are] presently in prison
.awaiting trial .

tells.
us Church does have evi-
dence  of
which - allegedly took
place near Tete last De-
cember,” the consulate -
reported. LA

promptly' :

i .unteer. .

‘massacre’

According to the ac-
counts given to U.S. offi-
cials, “Bishop of Tete

. overflew alleged" _site
and saw ‘many’ unbur-
ied bodies lying around;
priests = were . subse- -
‘quently allowed into the
area to bury the bodies
after bishop had threat.
ened he would . bury
them personally S

The secret c&ble added
-that survivors told mis-
sionaries ' the - Portu-.
_ guese Air Force - had.
" first firebombed Wiriya-
mu, which,.was "subse-
‘quently i ‘entered . by °
. GEPS (A]LAfrica.n Vol-
» Paratrooper -
‘Unit), who ‘reportedly. .
*- lined .up viuagers and -
shot them.” - :

Footnote Allen dtd not
‘ return - repeated calls

. lrom my office.




