
Priest says he spoke to survivors
fronr Harry Debelius ,t  , t?l?\
Madrid, July 17 l ' - t í  t  I  t  ' '

- A Spanish missionary in
Madrid today named the nun
who is reported to have seen the
results of the trViriyamu mas-
sacre in Mozambique, and said
he had spoken to reiat ives of the
vict ims.

The nun is Mother Lucia. a
Spaniard from the Basque coun-
try, who is still serving at the
provincial hospital in Tere,
according to Father Vicente Ber-
enguer Llopis, aged 36.

Father Berenguer left  Mozam.
bique last Apri l  to return to
Spain on leave. Enìarging upon
a writ ten statement he made last
weekend, he told The Tintes
today that on December 77, 1972,
4 Sunday, he was travel l i i rg bÍ
bus from Changara to Tete. This
was the day after the massacre
is said to have taken place.
_ The priest said the bus stopped

about 10 or 11 miles fronr Tete.
in the vicinity of Wiriyamu.
" There Ì,vas a large group of
peopie on the road, mostÌy
rvomerì and chi ldren. carrvins
a l l  k inds o f  be longings.  Sônrõ
lvere half naked. Al i  rvere exci-
ted and distressed"

" Ihe bus stoppecl fol a lorrg
t inre .  There was a d iscuss ion
Lrecause the drir. 'er. wantecl them
,,lundnïelY8ïsü"lt'ïlï*f.&if ht
ancl the' dther$ on ïhe btrs of
great  dcst ruct ion rn  the i l^  area.
1'he5,- spoke of utauy nrissiug
relat ives.

"  I t  was not  on ly  Wir iyamu

which suffered. 'l 'hat 
is why

there were so manv refugees-.
Wiriyamu is in the ierr i toiv of
the San Pedro Mission at Ìete.
It  is a vi l lage wbich. I jke others
there. is somewhat dispersed. I t
is.part of the regulo (ã terr i tor-
iaj division) cal ièd Gandali ,  and
Gandali  surely must appear orì
some -Hortuguese maps.

" This regulo includes other
vi l lages _ besides Wiriyamu and
some suffered in the same attack.
Among the villages which I
recal l  in that regulo are Chawola,
Joao and Chenga. Several thou-
saq_d people l ive in this regulo."

F'r Berenguer added that when
the bus arrived at Tete. another
ç-reyd of refugees was waiting.
" There was a lot of excitemeni.
:uitF everybody asking every-
body else about missing relat ives
or friends. Many people were
crying.

" And before we reached Tete,
I saw many burned huts by the
roadside. But the massacrè did
not take pla.ce there lìext to the
road. Most peopìe l iving there
escaped. I t  took place away from
tÌre road, irr  and around Wiri-
yanlu.

" I  did not see the destruc.
t ion at Wiriyarnu myself.  But
tìrat Sunday and later I  talked
to peopÌe rvho told me their sacl

.sto-f içs*.Wlfcn \\tq sg)' thçre .rvçrc'atiõ 'S-ïão:Hll F;tqs.., .*r" r.nTii*
who thev were. '

" ï ìreie were probably more.
T'he parents, chi lclren and wives
of some of thenr are al ive iu
Nlozan-rbitlue toclay. I knorv some

of their names, but I cannot
name them. They are afraid:

" W" Imissionãries] wanted to
go.there, but the bishop said to
wait. We were not given permis-
sion. The massacre was so great
tha_t i t  was wideÌy known in Tete,
and there nras even some dissent
among the authorit ies and
among some army off ices about
the horror of the-affair.

" Perhaps for that reason a
committee of observers was
aÌlowed to be formed. and this
committee f lew over the area
about a week later. h4other
Lucia rvas aboard the hel icop.
ter.t t

Priests of the Spanistr Foreign
Missions Inst i tute pointed today
to the arrest of tr+'o of theii
fel low rnissionaries as evidence
of close cooperation between Mr
Ian Smith's regime in Rhodesia
and the PoÌ'tlrguese autliorities
in Mozambiq.ue.

Accordirrg to priests at the
inst i tu te 's  headqnar ters  in
Madrid, their r lvo colÌeagues,
Frs  Mar t iu  I ' lg 'náudez and
Alfonso Valverr le. rvho have
been i r r  pr isor r  in  [ ,ourenco
Marques for  18 nrout Ì rs .  .were
arrested in  \ ' lo r rdanv i r r  i r r , ,1 . \o .
des ia  a l rd  rvcrc  takerr  to  $ ja l is .
burv orì or al;out Januaiy 1,
1 c 1 7 7  T h p r r  r t n r n  l i r c n  f Ì n r v n  t n

rrÃoãámulmis u"rt tt'iììàA,;;;; ;;
the Fbftu$uesc autüctrïí; ôi. r

Lord Ma.yor's apology, page
9 I Parl iamenÍ-ary report,  . Írage
14 ;  D ia r v ,  page  16 ;  Lead in$
art icle 17,


