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THE MASSAGRE OF MUEDA
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,10. .years ago. the l)ortugut,-
st. coto-nialists perpetrated one rnor(.
erlmlnat act against our people.
massacring severat hundred tUozamfi.
can patriots in the township of úueda.
To a certain extent, that eïen mìrteO
an inrportant point in the awa[ening
of the Mozambican national ism, and
brought abour reat 

"* i iónãir"Jr 
rhe

im_practicabilit-v of n*goiirtins with,n9. fg-rtuguese, and therefore' ihe in.
evitabilihy- of the armed struggie for
nation,aì independence. ComradËÃìnerto
*oa{u.t*_Chipande, who is today therreputy Chief,Commander of the MLzam_
lique 

peo_ple's Armed 
- 

F;;;;;' and
Ileltber of the Centraì Committee ofFRELIMO, wa! in the front ranks ofrne_ peopte of Mueda, on that l6th
g{ .Jul.. He was then ã ,;h;i'ï;.cher.
This is what he teÌts oi [i.'"""p*iï.n.o,

"That event of the l6th of June had
antecedents during the several prece
ding months. I t  began with the ,. ïrAing
of a delegation 6V the Mozambicaã
national ists exi led in Tanzania to Mueda,
at the beginning of 1g60, a t ime when
r.anganyrtca was in the process of achie_

ving her Independence. The Mozambi-
cans who, through pol i t ical circumstan-
ces had been forced to leave Mozambi.
que and seek refuge in Tanganyika, had
formed here nationalist orgãniiations_
!!u Mozambique Africin National
ul ion (MANU), from the Makonde
Africaq Union. Those organisations,
encouraged by the approachiúg indepen.
dence of Tanganyika, decided to enter
intg negotiations rvith the portuguese
autìorities for the independencì of
À{ozambique. They sent a-f irst delega-
t ion, headed by Faustino Vanomba, to

present to the Portuguese Administra-
tor of Mueda the 

- 
demand of the

Mozambican people. The meeting with
the Administrator, Alves Delgadõ, took
place, the demand was presènted, but
the Administrator refusèd to take it
into consideration and sent the delega-
tion awav.

About one month later, MANU sent
another - _delegation, now headed by
Tiago Mula. The reaction of thó
Administrator this time was different:
he arrested our comrades and sent
them to Porto Amelia, Írom where
!h.y were taken to the prisons of
Lourenco, Marques. In Airil 1960,
another delegation of seven-arrived in
Mueda, headed by Simao Mchusa and
Modesta. They weht to the Administra-
tor, and explained the reason for their
presentation: to negotiate with the por-



tuguese authorit ies the independence of
Ì\ , Íozambique. They w!1e.-a[so .alrested
and taken to porto Áryç,l i l , i , ; i , , i , , , , .

Faced wi th ,  th is  s i tuat ron.  the- í two
national ist organizations decided to
send a jo in t  de legat ion,  composed:òt r
the top leaders  o f  both organi ia t ionS:
They bel ieved that in this wali  t trer
ç'ould succeed in convincing the pqrt ir .
guese authorit ies to attend to thei i
dentand.  The Admin is t ra tor  again  agreed
to l is ten to  them,  but  dec l in€d to  'g i r ;q i

ân  immed ia te  answer .  I ns tead .  hc
in formed the Governor  o f  the "  D is t r ic l
in  Por to  Amel ia  about  the s i tua$O.n t? I rd
asked for  ins t ruct ions The ins t iur i l tons
came: the Governof himseÌf u'ouid çì irr .re
to  } Í ueda .  t o  "add ress  t he  peop le ' : ' ' ànd
th is  meet ing would take p iacó t in  ' tnô
l6th. This information was trarisihri t tetì
to our comrades Kibir i t i  and \ranomb.â::
u 'ho went  to  s ta l *  w i th  the i r  f r iends
r i 'a i t ing for  that  da1 ' .

i \ leanu 'h i le  the Admin is t ra t , l i '  ì , i
l lueda was sending Ì , l ressehgers '  to , '511
v i l Ì ages  o f  h i s  a rea , ' t ê l l i ng  t he ' . p€ôp l c
that  they should  be in  l Íueda on the ' ,16th .

1o l is ten to  the u 'ords o f  the Governor '
\ o th i nq  was  sa id  abou t  t he  sub jec t  on
uh i ch  t he  Gove rno r  wou ld  speak -bu t
as  t he  peop Ìe  knew tha t  h i s  v i s i t  was
rc l a ted  t o  t he  demand  made  b1
Vanonrbzr  and Kib i r i t i ,  ever .v-bod.v  be l ie-
r  t ' d  t he rc  r vou ìd  be  d i scuss ion  o f  t he
ur 'obÌenrs  o f  the nat io t t .  inc ìepet ldent ' t '
u 'ould be negotiated-and the peopìe
prepared enthus ias ' ica l Ì1 '  for  that  da l '
Pronr al l  part.s of the arca of l \ lueda
people began to  Ìnove towards the
adn r i n i s t r a t i ve  headqua r te r s .  Some  wa l '
ked for three da-""s. Aìready on the da-t.
be fo re  t he  mee t i ng ,  t he  15 th ,  l l ueda
I {eadquar ters  was fu l l  o f  people .  I t  was
an immense crou 'd .  Ear l f  in  the morn inq
of  June 16th,  ever l 'body began emer-
g ing f ront  the houses and proceeding
to the Adnr in is t ra t  ion Headquar ters .
Assentbì ing for  the nreet ing Ìasted the
u 'hoÌc  morn ing.  81 '  noon the u 'ho le
p lace around the Admin is t ra t ion bu i ld ine
u 'as packed wi th  peoplc

At  about  2 .00 p.m.  the Gor ,ernor  o f
the Dis t r ic t  ar r ived,  lccompanied b i '
o ther  meml :ers  o f  the Government .
admin is t ra t ive and ecc les iast ic  personnei
: rs  u 'e l ì  as  bus inessmen.  The exc i tement
of  the peopÌe grew The idea of
independence had entered ever) '  nr ind-
in  fac t  we were conv inced that  the
Governor  had jus t  come to  announce
when and where the t r lns fcr  o f  oor ' , 'e l
to  t Ì te  representat ives o f  the Ì \ ío iambi -
car r  people  u 'ouÌd take p lace.  When the
(  ì  overnor  ar r i  ved.  the ceremon v  u l '
ho is t ing the í ìag and s ing ing the Por tu .
guese anthern took p lace.  The Gover ' -
nor  ordered s i lence,  and that  everybodr .
.h .u ld  s tand up.  Nobody obeyed.  the
í ìor \c  rncreased and everybodl '  cont inu.
t ,d  to  remain seated.  Por tuguese po l ice.

men played their coÌ 'nets, oroering to
stand at  a t tent ion,  but  nobodv obeved.
The Governor ordered that " the f lae
be lowered and ho is ted again .  Agaiã
nobodl ' took not ice o f  the orders  q iven.

Aftet '  that "ceremonv", the Governor
addressed the people ,  say ing:  " I  am
satisÍìed with the work of the people,
and for  th is  year  . the Government  has
pÌan.s to increase the economic deveÌop-
ment of our country. The most impor..
tant  th ing u ' i l Ì  be the increase of  the
price of your products-cashewnuts
wi l l  be bought  a  X escudos,  maize at
Y escudos .  .  (and he went  on l is t ing
t h c  p r i c e s ) .

The people .  fee l ing dcce ived,  reacted
against  th is  speech by in ter rupt ing h im
and say ing:  " I t  is  not  your  funct ion tc t
talk about these things, those subjects
are deal t  u ' i th  by the Admin is t ra tor .  You
must  ta lk  wi th  K ib i r i t i  and Faust ino.
who are your coììeagues and our repre-
sentat ives.  You must  d iscuss wi th  thenr
the mat ters  that  i  in terest  us  a l ì . "
I - inab le  to  cont inúe 'h is  speech,  the
Governor  wi thdrew in to  the Admin is .
t ra t ion bu i ld ing and sent  f  or '  o i l i .
comrades Vanornba and Kib i r i t i .  Tho:er
entered the l ;u i ld ing.  The pcopie  iva i ted
impat ient ly .  Abcut  i5  rn inutes las tcd
the  t a l k  o f  t hc  Gove rno r  w  i t ì l  ou Ì '
comrades. f 'hen thcy' erncrgcd Í nrnr
the of f ices and the ( ioverr ro i '  io ìd  the
people :  " l  u 'a : ;  ta lk i t rg  to  K jb i r i t i  a ; tJ
\ Ianomba.  and was in for - r rod on r . 'hat
) ' ou  wan t .  I s  i he re  l ì nvo ;1 ( . \ ' . ' h t ) , . r ' t n i s
t o  come  he re  and  r cpe : r i  t he  dc i r : l t d
made b5 '  tho: ;e  t * 'o '1" .  In lmeci i l : l c i r '
hundreds of  us  s tood up--but  the
Governor  se lected on ly  10 who were
al Ìowed to  enter  the bu i ìd ine.  Somer
poÌ icemen approached and put  hand-cuf fs
on Kib i r i t i  and Vanomba.  Other  po l ice-
nìen \r'ere ordered to beat the 10 lrloza
mbicans.  A l Ì  th is  was done before the
eves of the assembìed crowri.  \ \ / t ' ren thev
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sa$ '  th is ,  the peopÌe r -eactecÌ  \ \  hen
those who had been ar rested \ \ ,ere
being taken to  the Jeep,  the peopÌe
advanced.  Arnred po l icemen p laôed
themselves in  f ront .  fc rming a bãrr ier .
They had guns. t ' i th f i .xeã bayonets.
The people did not care and continued
to move forward,  son le  towards the
Jeep that  was supposed to  take the
arrested peopÌe awa)',  and others towards
the Governor  h imseì f  .  Af ra id .  the
Governor tr ied to run a\\ 'a-\ ' ,  hut \ \ .1ìs
caught  b5 '  us .  \Ve s tar ted beat inq h in i
tup.  At  that  moment  the poÌ ic .e  f ì r 'ed on
us.  Thel '  d id  not  sht to t  in to  the a l r -
but  d i rect Ìv  on us.  I  sarv  my comrades
fa l l ing down at  mv s ide.  The peol r lc
s tar ted re t reat ing and running awav
The f i r ing d id  noí  s top,  on the cont rar ! , .
i t  increased.  The po l icemen shot  the
people wiro were running a\4'a) '  At
that  moment  t roops ar r ived.  who had
come f rom Por to  Ameì ia  escor t ing the
G o v e r n o r .  T h e S ' t o o k  p o s i t i o n s  o ã  t h e
nor thwest  s i r : ìe  o f  the Admin is t ra t ton
bui ìd ing and a lso s tar ted shoot ine.  We
were caught  between tu 'o  l ines o f  f i re .
hundreds of  people  fe l l ,  I  don ' t  know
exactlv how many. I  escaped b1- pure
chance.  I  sau '  myseÌ f  runn ing over  dead
bodies unt i ì  I  ar r ived neâr  a  grave,
about 50 metre.s a\\ 'a) '  front the Adll l i
nistrat ion. I t  was the grave of a i l lajor
who was k i l led in  Negomano in  the
Second World War. I  camouflaged
behind i t  and looked at what was gorng
on.  I  couÌd see the whole scene.  The
shooting lasted for about f ive tninutes.
I  saw th ings I  sha l l  never  be abìe to
forget .  For  example,  under  the JeeP
there were some people  who had taken
refuge there. I  saw the Portuguese pol ice
put t ing the i r  guns t rnder  the veh ic Ìe
and shoot and ki l l  them al l-one b1' '
one.  A lso,  I  saw the t rooPs throwing
grenades in to  the middÌe o f  the crowd.

Only  when aì l  I lozambicans had
ei ther  fa l len or  run away r iu t  o f  s ight .
d id  the shoot ing s toP.  I  remained
behind the grave,  h id ing.  I  saw the
priests who accompanied the Gttvernot '
come forward and bapt ize the dYine
and assist the wounded.
'  Then a Ìorry arr ived, sonle pol icett ien
c l imbed in to  i t ,  tak ing wi th  them as
or isoners  K ib i r i t i ,  Vanomba and the
other 10 nationalÍsts'  I  took advantage
of that moment when they were gett ing
in to  the lor ry  and ran away.  When I
arr ived at the shopping area furthet '
away,  I  saw the people  gathered again
NIan.v were talking about returning and
set t Ì ing ãccounts  wi th  the Governor '
But we were als<,r aware that we wott ld
not haye more success this t i tne; \ \ 'c
st i l l  had no weapons. tr [eanwhiìe \ \ 'e
saw foür Jeeps Passing on the main
road,  wi th  thè pr isoners :  K ib i r i t i  and
Vanotnba were taken to lúocimboa da
Praia, the other ten to }Íontepuez'

The foÌÌowing daYs, during Ìnan)'
days,  heavy arm) '  and po l ice pat ro Ìs
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continued in the area-nobody was
allowed to go to the Administration"

Two weeks later a " 'Commission of
Inquiry" arrived. It was composed onÌy
of whites. They questioned some people,
and went away."

This series of events which culmina-
ted in the massacre of several hundreds
of Mozambican patriots in l\{ueda, revea.
led the wil l  and determination of our

people to be free and independent, and
their f ighting spir i t .  At the same t ime,
these events aÌso showed the falsity of
the argument the Portuguese use to
just i fy their domination of us: that
they are "civi l is ing" our peopÌe, that
we are "happy" to be ruled by them,
that we are "part of the Portuguese
nation". The opposit ion of our people
to that conception is weil evident in
the attack against the Governor.

That att i tude of our people against

the highest representative of the
Portuguese Government is symbolic. I t
is that very sentiment that inspi i 'es
toda,y the FRELIMO guerrillas rvho am-
bush enemy units and destroy Portuguesc
posts.

Thus, r"r1c ̂cith of June ceased to be
a day when the dead of Mueda are
mourned-to become instead a dav
rvhen opposition and fight without trucè
r.gainst the system that ki l ied them is
reaffirmed.
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Portuguese fulf i l t ing his civi l is ing mission


