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HODESIA’s
security  chief,
Andrew Fleming,
has® warned in his
latest report of the
growing potential
threat to Ian
Smith’'s rebel re-
public because of
the increasing acti-
“vity of guerrillas in
the neighbouring
Portuguese terri--
tory of..Mocambi-

que.

In the past Smith’s
‘security problems have
been largely confined to
Rhodesia’s border with
Zambia. Now anxiety
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has shifted to the
growing challenge to
Portuguese rule on
Rhodesia’'s north-eust-
ern border.

This growing anxiety
reflects the great suc-
cesses of the Front for
the Liberation of
Mocambique (Frclimo)
in the Tete province —
a strategic corner of

Mocambique wedged
between Rhodesia and®
Malawi.

Malawi's President,

Dr Kamuzu Banda, is
the leading African
spokesman for a policy.
of establishing friendly
economic and diploma-*
tic relagions with South
Africa. He is therefore

regarded as a hostile

element by the libera-

tion movement's lea-
ders.
The guerrilla struggle

.in Mocambique has been
going on since 1863, but

‘not yet directly

was largely confined until
recently to the northern
province of Cabo Delgado,
which  borders on Tan-
zania . Its shift to ‘Tete

" was primarily dictated by

Frelimo's challenge to the
Cabhora-Bassa hydro-electric
and irrigation project
which the Portuguese are
building in close co-opera-
tion with the South Afri-
cans.

Threat

Although Frelimo has
ened the dam site itself -
‘which has been turned into
an armed citadel — it has
begun to threaten the rail
and road systems. These
serve not only the Portu-

guese in the area, but also’

provide outlets to the sea
for Rhodesia and Malawi.

Although the Portuguese
- who are also engaged
in fighting two other Afri-
can wars, in Angola and
Guinea-Bissau -— continue
to play down the serjous-
ness .of the challenge to

their power in Mocam-
.bique, their best friends
:and allies are now begin-
oing openly to express
®their concern.

The latest Rhodesian

security report underlines
the seriousness of  the
guerrilla challenge in Moc-
ambique --- which a British
writer, normally friendly
to the Portuguese, re-
cently called “the sick
man of Africa.”

Serions misgivings about
the situation have also
heen expressed by Mr Des-
mond Donnelly, a €ormer

British Labcur Member of .

Parliument, who has
always been a defender of
the Portuguese stand

against the liberation
movements.
After his latest visit to

Mocambique he said in
interviewg in South Africa
and Rhodesia  that there
was a possibility that
Portuguese control might
crumble in the territory.
If this were to happen, he

commented, it would lead
to an ‘“exposure of Rhode-
sia’'s  flank” and would
force  South Africa to
choose between the Lim-
pupo  tits northern fron-
tieri  and  the Zambesi

vwhich is  the northern
frontier of Rhodesia and
also runs through Tete) as
its own line of defence.

Although the South
African  security  forces

threat-’

have been actively engaged
in giving active support to

the Rhodesians in  their
anti-guerrilla campaign,
they have not vet inter-
vened ilitaril in Moc-

ambique. They do, however.

keep teams of observers
watching the  situation
there.

Recently, too, when the
first of two trains from
Malawi  through Mocam-
bique was blown up, the

South Africans responded
to urgent appeals from Dr
Banda for supplies of

Arms.
Conflict
Frelimo's headquarters
are now  established inside

Mocambique, but they have
important camps in the
southern province of Tan-
zania, and have access
routes  through Zambia
into Tete province.
Zambia’s Foreign Min-
ister Mr Elijah Mudenda,
has predicted that Mocam-

‘bique will fall to Frelimo -

within five years -~ the
most  optimistic. view yet

e¢xpressed by any respon- -
-sible African leader.

He also disclosed that -

he had recently met with
Frelimo's military com-
mander, Samora Machel,
who told him that his
forces would be increas-
ingly concentrated in Tete
province.

This can lead only to
an intensification of the
confrontation between the
white-ruled regimes of
Southern Afiica and the
guerrilla movements. The
principal support for Fre-
limo  comes from  the
Organisation of African
Unity whose Liberation
Committeec provides both
funds and arms for its
struggle. It also gets mili-
tary and other assistance
from the Russian bloc, the
Chinese and from the
Scandinavians,

The governmmnents of
Sweden, Denmark and
Nonvay hiave all recently
increased then  contribu-
tions to Frelimo's funds
No other Western govern-
ments officially provide aid

for the guerrilla ove-
ments in Portuguese
Africa.

Camps

Already. the iucreasing

" lence has resulted

Mocambi que

Rhodesia and Sou

th Africa keep an
eye on the sick m

an of Africa

military pressures on the
Portuguese have led
to open conflict along the
Tanzania - Mo c¢ a m hique
{frontier. Follhwing Lonb-
ing attacks by the Fortu-

guese Air Force on Tan-

zanian villages, one of its
planes was rccently shot
down. '

This is the first time a
Portuguese plane has heen
brought down in a neigh-

bourinug African country.

The assumption must be
that the African States
are now using more
sophisticated anti aireraft
and other weapons te deal
with poszible Portuguese
attacks across their fron-
tiers.

Few observers  doubt
that the Portuguese, hack-
ed by Rhodesia, South
Africa and their closest
supporters, will step up
their attacks against Tan-
zania and Zambia {t Fre-
limo's campaign continues
to put their rulv in jeo-

pardy.

This ®scalation of vio-
in the
neighbouring countries in-
creasing the size of their
armies. Tanzania has re-
cently received its
consignment of MiGs sup-
plied by the Chinese, who
have also agreed to tuke
over the training of the
alr force from the Cana-
dians.—OFNS, ;
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