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Portuguese Communique
A communique issued by the portuguese
Armed Forces on January tStt, ,tut"dihui
dur.ing the period June-DecemUer, tS7O, ij
major  .  and 1.260 minor ant i_guei i l l i
one_ratrons were carr ied out  in the dist r ic ts
of  Qbo Delgado. Niassa,  and Tete UorAei_
rng la.lzania. llalawi. Zambia, and Rhode_
sra:  tJ l  portuguese t roops were k i l led.  In
Cabo Delgado. the operat ion,  * . r .  i i . .J
ar  oestroytng enemy bases,  h ide_outs and
camps, rntercept ing inf i l t rat ion across the
lronl ters.  breaking up enemy organisal ions
Insroe lhe coxnlry and rv inning over those
wno nad coi laborated in the subversion.

According to the communique, inlantry
units,. commandos, marrnes, paratroops.
a.nd shock t roops.  took part  in tnJ op. iu_ '
t rons.  Army engineers bui l t  roads,  houses.
and water supply systems, Naval  forces
spen t . . a  t o t a l  o f  12 .345  hou rs  i n t ens i ve l v
natro l lng the water l ront iers of  LakL
Niassa (Lake Matawi) .  the ZamUizi  i i ie i
and the sea coast .  Dur ing the per iod,  6 l
enemy,bases and 165 hide_outs and camps
were destroyed:  t .804 of  r t re enemy wi le
caDtured and 651 k i l led.  The portuguese
troops'  average monthly casualr ies in ' - ' ihe
la^st  (hree months of  1970 was only a c luar ler
of those^sustained in ttre lune_3epjimUer
period; 801 of the total casulties;utr;r"d
by the seclrity forces occurred in the
cou rse  o f  dep loymen t .  and  on l y  20 . .  i ;
actuat  combst.

fR.  Lourenqo Marques 19/ l )

TIre Army high command made i l  c lear in
lne commu.nique thal  the use of  newlv_
acqutred hel tconters lor  the swi l t  mouement
or t rs combat torces was lhe greatest  s ingle
factor in Portugal's military successes.

It is understoocl. the Dail.v Telcgraph savs
that rhe helicopters are French' {l;*ri;
tro_op carriers, suoplied to portugal foi-uii
in  Mozambique ear ly in 1970.

More. than a dozen are now in operat ion.
spearheading_ the new army 

's t ratee;

or _commando raids into the heart 6i
FRELIMO infesred areas. fOfef jOlij


