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- : for success.

Political independence or what can now benore correctly termed "flag 1depen—
dence', was achieved largely through negotians between the colonial powers and
the local African ‘'petit bourgeoebs"™ nationalists, Algeria and the Portuguese
colonies wvere exceptions, as in both cases the colonizing poversclaimed that
‘these parts of Africa vere part of their respective netropolitan countries.
‘Betueen 1954 and 1962 the Algerians vere forced to resort to armed strugsle to
-win national independence.In the 1950s the Portuguese renaned their African co-
lonies provinces, a nove desizned to counter international pressure on Portugal
‘to decolonize her African territories.Portupguese nulti-racialism or luso-tropi-
“calism, Salazar still naintained in 1963, "derives on the one hand, from our
character and, on the other, from moral principizs of which we are bearers",l
The Portdguese view on the colonies- whether held sincerely or not is besides
the point~ was that although the Portugues nation was made up of many distinct
S grouwr=s. it was, sociologically and politically, an organic and indivisible
“whole ~*.:i.clerised by couplete solidarity between the numerous racial groups

»i which it was allegedly forned.
- .- In his Aug. 1963 speech to the National Assenbly on the colonial gestiom,
Salazar devoted a lot of tine to attacking the Organization of African Unity
(0AU) and the U.N. Ceneral Assenmbly for demanding Portuguese decolonization
of the African territories, quoting the U.N Charter out of context to justfy
the Portugues position in Africa.Morais Cabral, a Salazarist colonmial theoret-
cian, had written in 1939: "Our whole policy has been zmd continues to bhe to

““Praise the cultural, econoiiic and social level of the Negro, to give hin opport-~

unities and to drag him froa his ignorance and backwardness, to try to make
him a rational and.honourable individual worthy of the Lusitanian Community¥2.
By the time Salazar made the speech quoted above, the Portuguese Government
“had hardly novet an inch from this "paternalistic® apnroach to the colonial
‘question. Indeed, in that speech Salazar reninded the National Ascenmbly that
the Portuguese were trustees of a sacred heritage: the nation was proud of the
great generations of soldiers, adninistrators, nissionaries and settlers-"the
product of our occupation, pacification and civilizing influence overseas®,
who brought to Portugal “notable enrichment in noral values which have welled
forth from their unequalled strivings and sufferings,'3., Holding this view of
‘Portuguese colonial history,at a time when most African cnlonies were gaining
at least ‘iflag independence’’, Salazar declared in 1963 that " there are no
Angolans, but Portuguese of Angola", and that "Mozambioue is only Mozanmbique .
becausge she is Portugal, which is to say: if the ties which bind her and make
her part of the Porta&uece nation are destroyed tliere will be no more Mozanb-
ique in history or in geography.ih.

o Salazar nainteained that the concpt of Natlon{ln the Portuguese case,yas
inseparable fronm the idsa of ciyvilizing uissdon. Thus for Salazar and his gove-
raoment, there could never be such a thing aseﬁozamblcan, Mozambican identity
.or Mozanblcan natlonallsm.Hence, the policy of assimilation to wmake the Africen
"worthy of the Lusitanian Comnunityi'.But Portuguese talk of mmlti~racialisn
‘as Duffy5 points out,was, in practice, only a distraction from 'the cultural
“racisn and 1necua11ty so evident in a policy that divided the population in
‘her African colonies into categories of indeggnous and non- -indigenous(wvhite,
nulatto and assimilated Africans)®- the forner category conpromising over 90%
of the populatlon having no citizenship, The Portuguese writer Anrtonio Cardaso,
. gives a clear picture of Portuguese attitudes towards the majority of the Afri-
an people during the Salazar era (and after):"This raw native has to looked at
as art adult with a child's mentality, Ho needs to be tutored,.guided in the
‘choice of the work suited to his abilities- in short, educated, physically,
morally, and professionally...The practical result 1s that the educated natives
consider themselves truly Portuguese...they are the first to manifest their
patriotism."6.But it was precisely the "educated natives'(or at least an impor-
tant section of them) who, in the early 1960s. were to lcad the peasants of
Mozanmbique, Angola and Gulnea~“lssau 1n armed insurrections against Portugucc
¢olonialisn,

In the 1940¢ and 1990s opb091t10n by as ~1n11ados¢ook the form of a cultural
and poetic revolt.Sone assimilado aspirations cehtred on participation in
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Portuguese colonial sovciety, bu*vuy the early 1959s, the short stories of
Honwana, the paintincs and poetry of Malangatana, tlhe noetry of Jose Craveirinha
and Noenia de Sousa, had becoue-uore political and pan=-Africanist.?, Thtus Crave-
izdinha wrote alout Mozambican nigrant mine vorkers going to work in S. . Africa
and about Conces:ion conpanies forcing African veasants to grow co-mercial crons.,
Noenia' de Sousa, a nmulatto, in rejecting her assinilado status, identified -
herself with Makonde woodcarvers,. with African dockworkers, with the "frenzied:
dances of the Chopes® and™with the:"rebelliouress of the: ohan”aans. 'She conclud-
es one  of her .iost famous poens: "And ask ne no aore '
' if you.really wish to know me..
for:I aua no nore than 'a lunp of flesh
in vhichq dts.cry swollen with hepe
the revolt of Africa has rieryed. 9
Marcellino dos Santos, a very highly educated nulatto and a founding menber
01 ‘Frelimo (Front for the Liberatiom of Mozambique)in 1962 - sunned up the growi-
‘ng'rejection of the assimilado status- among the educated’ ‘elite, at the Cofifer-
‘nce of Nationalist Orsanizations in. the. Portuguese Colonies{CONCP) ﬂsetlng at
Rabat in April 1961:7Cec statut de’assimile est en effect un veritable certif-
. acat Cu de'personnalization.’10 The  point to note here ié that although nulatios
‘had-long becn accepted in law as Portuguese citizens, they were not suif1c1ently
iPortuguese™ to gain themn entry.to the ruling group.Their (nulatto) Portuguese
c1t1zensnvo tended to cut them off from the.subordinate masses of the people
(riore -so than African ass1n119doo), but leaving them without Qny real status in
Portuguese scciety either.The rejection of tiae assinilado tatus by both black.
aitd mulztto agsinilados was an 11portant political deveslonment in the hlstory
colonial strusgle in the Portpguese colonies,bzcause it vas the. agssinilado (or
potential assimnilados) Mozanbicans who were to give leadership to the natvanall-
strarned struggle ggainst: Portusuese colonialism.Put in the 1550s the assimilado
culturel revolt, reaffirnation with Africa as their mother country and cultural
heritage and their identification with the sufferings of ordinary blacks thro-
ughout Mozamnibique, vere at a "theoretical level' only.The intelectuals vere
isolated fron the Mozanbican workers and- peasants,whose cause they clained to
~charipion. For the cducated elite to be in the vanguard of Mozanbican nationalism,
_naking it rserve as the inmpetus for direct action and strugpgle. for 1ndenendence,
they bad, to use Anilcar Cabral's phrase, "commit suicide as a c¢lass in order
to be restored to life as revolutionary workers, totally identified with the de~
epest aspirations of their people.™ll. In Mozanbique the most favourable place
and tining of this suicide proved to be with the gucerrilla forces, during
guerrlllu action, -which statted in Sept. 1964. .

5y 1960 peaceful nanifestation of Mozambican nationalien had been stifled
by the secret police(PIDE), dock strikes had been brutally cuvpressed and over:
500 peasants. Rzdxbeexz-involved in the .cooperative movement had been nasscred
by the Portuguecse at ‘the cotton-growing arca of Musnda .in northern Mozaubiquel2,
{June 15, 1960).In the preanble to the 195 8 S2cond Overseas Devel®pment Plan,
‘Salazarts Government had insisted:¥ We nust people Africa with Turopeans who
can assure the stability cf the sovereignty and prosotz the 'Portugalication!
of the native populatlon“ 13,Flegewiere in Africa, nationalists werc demanding
and getting vwolitical independence. -Fronch colonialism, siashed in Indos Chlna
at Dien Rdlern Phu, wag giving way to revoTutlon in Algeria.The. Porfuruesc, as,
have noted, -allowed no nalionalistic nanifestations, as they. clained that the
colonLG" vere part of rietrgopolitan Portu aliand, if there was to be any ‘nationa-
ll“l it had- to be Poruudueue. It was this rooent d unwillingness of tha, Salazar
repine tu agreeto Mozambican uhuru, even to modest reforuws, which drove Mgzamb-
ican nationalists in the early 1960s to the conclucion that decolonization
throuzh negotiationc was unrealistic-- and even dengerous.

All threoe Mozambican mationalist parties foriuied in the early 19600 vere
formed among éxiles in neighbouring countrlesf UDENAMO (Whodesia, Oct., 1960),
MANU (Zenya.and Tanzania, 1961) and UNAMI ( Malawi, 1960) 14. A1l three rartles
“transfered their headguarters to Dar (Dar- es-oalaa.) when Tanganyika gained
independence. in 1961. BEncouraged by Nkrunah,Myecrere, COCP and prersured by
young nilitants with more recent experience within Mozambigque,; the three Mggr
mbican nationalist organizations united on June 25, 1962, to form Frelino,
headed by Tduardo lMondlane, a Mozambican vho had etimdied in the U.S.,. worked
at the U.M. Trustecship Depart. and taught at Syracuse University.At the #'xtr-
aordinary CONCP wceting in aid June 1962 at Rala Marcellino dos Santos, .

a ne ber of Udenano since 1960, and Secretary-acneral of CONCP since its fou-
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ndation in 1960, .had renorted on the weakness of the l&beration struggle in
Mozdiibique, eopec1ally coipared to devclopnents in Angola and Guinea-Bissau.
Adelino Gwe enbe, the leader of Udenamo (affiliated to CONCP) had not sent any
nevs of developmonts in Mozanbique to the COLCP nermanant sccretariat.l6.,CONCP
appealed for the unification of Udenano and Manu into a front" with a strong ho
-nest and active leadership capable of guiding the national liberation struggle?l.
Frelimo proved to be such an organization. But the very fact that Frelino was
a front, vhosc only nenbership qualification was subscription to *the goal of
‘conplete independence nowi'l?, ensured ideological conflicts in the ﬂovenent
as the revolutionary struggle developed. There was bound to be varying 1nterpr-
etations on, for example, the last of Frelimo's aims:"To constitute a Governme-
nt of the people, by the people and for the vpeople.™ Conflicte within Frelimo
will be dealt with at length later,but, we may note at this point that, owing
to lack of security, Leo Milas, an Anerican chalatan, gained the position of
Frelimo publicity secretary, fron which he engineered the sacking of impotrtant
Frelimo officials, David Mabunda (Sec. General), P. Guwnanc and ex-Manu leader
MM Mmlone(Frelimo's treasurer)- within 13 nonths. There was also lack of ideol-
ogical clarity as to the ways in which Frelirno was to achieve itg acclaimed
goals. Those vho left or were oxpelled from Frelino formed splinter organizati-
ones, most of which unltcd in 1965 to form COREMO, based in Tusaka. However,
even in 1665, Frelimo stood hecad and shoulder above Coremo in organization and
prosecution of the arled ftruggle, and it can be said that Coreiio proved to be
nerely a’paper organizationy ' ' '
Although Frelimo did not rule out ncgotlatlanf for 1ndcvondence with the

Portgueoe, the leadership imnew, froi our brief analysis of the stated Portugu-
~ese colonial policy and fron the experienc®hationalists in Angola and GuineaZ
Pissau already waging arncd strugglcs, that Mozambican indenendence would not
- be achieved without arned struggle.Thus the Frelino leadershin set: about orgar
izing Frelino as a nolwtico—military organization for the liquidation of
~Portuguese colonialism. Len &ella's Algeria, which had just won its war of 1lib-
~eration, offered.to traln Frelino militants. Samora Machel, the vpresent Frelino
leader, and the man vho succeeded Mondlane aftre his a“ca_91nat10n in Feb 1969,
was one of the 250 or so young Mozabicans who went for military training in
Algeria carly in 1963.Cuba, the USSR, China(from 1967) and other Socialist cou-
ntries supplied Frelivo with arus and later, wxfh helped with military, nediczl
and technical traiming programmes.(The Portugues ¢ received the bulk of their
wvar plancs ana arms from the NATO countries)l3.The Africa JLiberation Committec
(ALC)set up at the fornation of the OAU in 1963, recognized Frelimo as the sole
liberation novemnent in Mozanbique in the sane year and started to give naterial
support to Frelimo well before military operations started in Sept, 1964. 19.
Pecause of the relatively low level of raued ftrpnth in 1ndepondcnu Africa, the
ALC support from the bep pinning and throuhout the ten-yera aimed struggle, tend-
cd to emphasise qfu,ulng, financial and diplomatic sunnortkeubarassing Portugal
at the UN), rather than direct nilitary aid in arms.Various prosressive organi-
sations in the V%estern countriss e.g Committes for Freedom in Angola, Mozambi-
que and-Guine, in the U.X, and Liberation Support Moveuent, in Canada,sunnlied
Frelimo with money, medical and educational equipient. The only Yesterh Govern -
ilent to offer financial aid to Frelimo was Swegden. The bulk of nilitary aid
cand military-related aid throughout the history of Frelimo'e struggle, canme .
from the socialist countries. 20.Tt wmust,hovever, be ewphasised that Frelino w
was terribly short of nearly everything during the initial stages and that it
was only when she had “proved herself' by actually carrying out the armed
struggle that more and morc supplies began to arrive

‘Military training and enulp’mpt were no doubt 5portant prerequlfltos for
Frelimo's ariied struggle- Another important prercquisite was a friendly neighbc -
uring country (countrics) displaying a closc alighnrent of political or ideol-
ogical views, from which to establish a base frou which to orpganize training
programiies for politicosnmilitary cadres coiing froa Mozanbique and fronm which

to organize and channel supplies to the mar zénes., Tanzania proved such an

excellent base for Frelino. Put befors the actual armued struggle could begin,
there had to bd basic political mobilisation: of Mozambican workers and peas-
ants, at least in the northern provinces wherco the arned struggle was vnlanned
to start,Frelino was able to DrOflt the cxperisnce of Mao and the Chinese Rev-
olutlon from Giap and the Vietnanese struggle, and hbove all, fron Cabral and
- PRIGC.” PolvtlcaA con:.ciousness was seon as the basc of the qtru8”1“ as dos-
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Santos told Sechabzin Oct. 1970: "Froxn the very beginning-~th~ task of the organ-
ization was to transfor -the congciousness of the pesople, to bring then to -
accept the idca of National Indopendence, to have a clecar idea of the neaning
of this and also to convince the people that only an aried struggle would make
it poseible to reach tiis gsoal.™2l. Frolino's initial political wbilization
caapaign appears to have ceatred or Cabo Relgado and Niasra provinces., In C.
Delgado Frelino succorsfully nade use of the existing cooperative meovenent
aaong the peasant faruors of the Muenda area, the scene of the 1960 ncasant
nasscre. Auong Frelino's leading political activists in thie region, were elde-
rly Lazaro Kavandause, of whom we rhall hear nore later, and Joacuin Chipande, ‘
a young teacher vhc becate one of %reliwo'svtop nilitary cosmanders, As early
as September 1563, the Adiinistrado of Maniamba, Fiassa Frovince told Fr Paul
of Messumba Anglicsn Mission:"As you know, several people went to Tanzania in
July and ‘ug. fone... stayed; others were sent back to spread Freliuo propagar-
da.t 22, b , : - ' e ‘ S : .

"~ ., 0n Sest. 25 1964, nearly tvo years after itc fornation, Frelimo declared
the "General Ariied Tnsurrection of the Mozambican Peonle against Portuguecse’
colonialisn for the attainnent of comzplete indenendence of Yozanbique™.23.After
‘being cauzht u-prepar=31 by the Angolan revolt of 1961, the Portuguese had by
196L talken riilitary measurcss to forestall a pinilar ~ituation occuring in Hoza-
nbique. In July H6L a Portuguess colonel at military headquarterg at Vanpula
told a visiting Cerzan journalict:%Trouble heore can come frome outside,as it
‘happened in Angola. Tut this time we won't be caught unawvar=."* 24 The Portugu-~
Bse arnmy cnvisaged Frelimo'ls tactics as being hit and run ir.the border arcas,
froiw the =anctuary of Tanzania, and had therefore denloyed larze numbers of
troops along the bank of the Ruvuma and removed the noprulation frow the frontier
‘areas. But as we have sacn from ¥ralano's »nrelizinary political wmcbilization
in Niassa and C.Declzgado, Fre2liuc intended to fight a people's war, a war in w
which Frelino nilitants would rely on nass sunnort.%relirio pnlanned deep guerri-
1lla infiltrations-into C.Delgado, Niasea , Tete and Zauabezia, tafore the first
attacks on Portuguese vostos and nilitary installstions on Sent. 25, 1964,
Mondhane has noted-that Portuguerc “underestination of our intent was cortainly
~beneficial to us in the early stages of the war.® 25. Frelinoés strategy and
‘tactics threw the Portuguece into confusion and during 1265 noct of the settlers
in the north left, ncver to return, oy Hovenber(1964) Treliro had extended the
armed struggle to Yiassa , Pathezia and Tecte provinces, thus overstretching
the Portuguszsce forces.fFut thae Tete and Zaabozia fronts were soon abandoned(by
Frelino) (nainly) on logistic grounds. But as Rezis Pebray bas written,™ For a
revolutionary, failurc ir a s»riagboard. is a sowrcc af theoory, it is richer
than victory: it actumulotes experience and knowledge.' 26.Frelico forces
fron Tete and Zanzbeziz regrouped in Niassa and C. Nelgado and Freolamo sct about
consolidating its poeition in those arcas. Yithin a year of lauching the arn-

‘ed struggle, Frolimo was attacking places as far scuth as Vila Cabral. :

© - Opello notes three factors contributing to Frelimo's success in Miassa and
C.Delgado during the first two years of the war., Fircst, Frelimo had gained con-
glderable support asong the Nyania and Makonde straddling the Mozambican-Tanza-
nian border. The Malonde and thz Nyanja not only provided the bulk of Freliw's
military recruits, but their sreas acted ac transiission belts for infiltration
of guerrillas, arms and naterial into Mozaribigwe. The second factor was that,
despite Tortuguesc exXpectation of hostilities starting, Frelimo ejoyed the
advantage of surprice. Opello’s third factoris that, despite the arrival of ni-
litary reiforcemsntc, Portuguesc troops ddd not have the eouinncnt to fight a
guerrilla war. He notes that at this tine, the Portupguese had only five plancs
at Vila Cabral, none of them helicovnters, and only one gun-boat on the whole. of
.Lake italawi. Opello is bascically right, but lir micges one najor factor accou-
nting for Freliao's success: Freli-io had a just causc, a cause well understood
by the peasants of the Muenda regilon who had witne=sed the Partugucse mascacre
of over 500 peasants in 1960. The struggle, as Yonlanc pointed out, was "essen-
tially a political sitruggle in which the =ilitery irs only one asnect.® 27.

In. an attenpt to deprive theifishi(Frelinwo) ofvater”(thn massaes), the
Portuguese resortad to resrouning the population irto Usl-type ctrategic hanlets
in Vietnam (aldeawentosg), Lord Xilbraken; the first jounalist to be allowed to
visit the var zoné: by the Dortuguese, renorted in Sept. 1965:% In the 3,000
XRXMikEs terrorined sq aiiles (- iazsa) the Portuguese, both civilian and ~ilitary,
are nov confined to ifsolated carkicons, Metangula, Manianba, Cobue, Olivenca
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and Nova Coimbra.... In the 30 mls of lakes shore fro Metangula to tho Tanzanian .
border, only two African villages arc still 1nhab1tod 1i23,The Wilbraken reports,
first published in Rhodesian nevspapers, gave ths outside world the first victus
re of the war rituation. Up to then, the Portugucse ha# naintained that they
were only dealing with a few bandits crossing the border from Tanzania. K¥ilbra-
en comiented, .. the Frelino, a Viet Cnng in minature, are a tough and elusive
enewny. They generally operate in very snall units; oftem only half a-dozen =en..
they are at hone in the jungle and bush, where they live off the country, striki-
ing eilently by night, withdraving ewiftly into the dense cover if the Portuguee
cereply in strength.® 29, Mondlane points out that the Portugucese were fighting
on unfamiliar terrain against an eneny which balonged to the terrain and knew
it well. The burning dovn of "subverted®(suspecged) villages by Portuguese
troops only served to strengthen Frelimo's propaganda about Fortuguece cnlonia-
lism. Fr. Paul has written from his observation in Miassa:"If the Portuguese
had killed only Freliuo soldiers, that would have been understadable. Fut the
victins were ordinary villagers... The Portuguesp indulyg ed 1n in 1nd1 scriminate
k.Lllll '*S." 0. -

The end of 1965 narked the second phase of the war. The Portuguese mnade
an effort to decrease the area of combat in C. Delgado and Niassa, vhile Frelino
increased its military strength.In 1966 the Frelino Censral Committee (CC)took
ricasures to reorganize tie expanding guerrilla amny, to facilitate ccdodination
between the various nilitary areas, by creating the National Commanding Council:
(NCC)(31).Prior to the creation of the NCC, the only coordinating centre had
been the Depart. of Defence and Security, The NCC, headed by the Secretary of
Defence(32), wvas made up of the heads of the folloW1ng arny sections: operations,
. recruitment, logistics, reconnaisance, cornmunicationg, infornation and military
“-publlcgtlon adrninistration, finance, health, political commissariat, personnel
-and nllltarj cecurity., The rcsult of thic reorgenization, according: to Mondlane,
was increased Frelino uwilitary efficiency. The NCC was in close touch with
developnents in each province through the provincial chief, who was also devuty
provincial secrstary, the provincial political comnissar and the operatiomal ch-
ief, In 1966 the Guerrilla Ubencral Staff(MCC) itself moved major parte of its
headquarters from Tanzania to Mozambique, where it was in a better poeition tn
direct daily operations and supervising training.(O0fficers £till trained in
Algeria, Tanzania, Fgypt and the socialist countrics, but about 80Y of all
enlisted training was nov conducted inside Mozanbique.). One other result of
Frelino'es 1966 military rcorganization, as Mondlane pointts out (33, was the pro-
vision of clear channels of command and control between higher and lower eche-
lons and definition of areas of responsibility auong the various units. The nev
organizational structure encouraged uninhibited flow of comiunications from.units

viﬂin the freld to higher authority with greater regularity and aided the flow of

“men and i1aterial to the f.igdd with more rapidity. This progressive developaent
-made it posszible for Frelimo guerrilla units, fron 1967 onviards, to come togeth-
“er in attacks on the sore heavily defended Portuguese ailitary installations

and to cary out more extensive pampaigns, the nost spectacular of vhich was the
attack on Muenda airfield in which 12 planes were destroyed on the ground.
‘Heavily defended Portuguese positiong at Cobue,, Nova Coinbra (Niassa), Nuicsanga,
Rucia, Ohinhefra,.Olunbi and Marere (C. Delgado)3 &1c under Frelino attack in '67.
According to Mondlane, Frelimo forces in C.Delgado advanced to the river Lurio
and ‘surrounded the provincial capital of Porto AmeliaBy 196% Freliro units we..
laying rnincs ac far couth as Nova Freixo in Miassa.( 35} '

“The extént of Frelimo'’s political and military activities is reflected by
the Portuguese counter-insurgency progranie of aldeamentos, particularly between
the ‘Messalo and .the Montepuez rivers anong the Makuwa, and .in Niasea in the ext-
reste north-west corner; awong the Yao. Ry. 1969 Fiassa had 113 aldeauentos, C. Be-
lgado, 216; and Tcte, 25. By 196% over 380,000 peasants had been resettled and
by the end of 1970, about 607" of the population in Wiassa (45% in C. Delyrado,
and ~in Tete) was in aldecamentos(36) Opello naintaims that the defensive bar-
rier forqed by increcased patrolling on Lake Malawi and by the ressetlenent of
Makuwa and Yao, whom he pces as traditionally hostile to the Makonde, forced T. -
limo to focus on t1n Tete front, vherc military onerations xmrE restarted in
March 1968. 37, It seens more likely that the re-opening of the Tete front was
the resuly of Frelino'is growing confidence, resulting frou consolidation in
Niassa gnd C, Delpgado, and Zambia's support by allowing Yrelino forces and arnms
on their way ta Tete to pass through her territory. Opelle's theis ( also adva-
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nced by George Marntelli,38) on why Fralino forces made little advance into
7abozia ( traditional Yao and Makuwa hoetility to the liakonde) is dangerous .
and results in distortion of contemporary Mozanbican history. The fact that the
Portugucse nilitary and PIDE tried to exploit ethnolinguistic differences aiong
‘Mogzambicans did not result in Frelino being entirely confined to the Makonde and
Nyanja for support and recruitc. The differengignih ethnolinguistic groups of
N. Mozanbique are not as honogeneous as Cpello iuplies 1n his analys;s. Thies is
not 4nderplayin; the problems of tribalismlin Ehe Mozainbican heyolutlon, but
-0 indic » 1imitations of such an explanation, S )
to ln%§05888t%;c%igéthadoa.guerrilla ariiy of -8,000, plus thousands of unaquiped
nen-ana nilitia., The reopening ofqthg Tete front in March 1963 ﬂarkéd a new st-
age of the armea strugglc, but evoarBf greater significance to Frelino's morale,
was the holding, of the Zecond Congress inside Mozaibique. (Miassa) in July of
the samé ycar. Two points avout the congress arc vorth noting. First,the CC,
which since its forsation in 1964, vas i1ade yp of the hecads of all departments -
and their agsistants,; was expanded from 20 to 4O menbers, bringing in more
young men (including Sauora Machel) from the arny(39)Aidiinistration was rniore
dertocratisedto allow fiore popular participation: the circle became the base
orzan of Freliclat least in theory), .fcllowed by the locality, the district
and-provincial ccuncils. The second point is that the congrese had beeh preceded
by disagrecencnts betweesn 65~ycar old Lazarc savandane,provincilal secretary of .
C.Delgado, and his close assoclates,;.on the one hand, and the rest of the Frel-
ino loadership, on the other, over the venue of the Second Congrees. It appears
that Kavandare wished tle Congrese to bc-held in Seuthern Tanzania, vhere he
htought he enjoycd popular support awong the Makonbe,; and honmed to influence
procccdings of the Congress with the help of cortain less progressive but stra-
tegically placed elcnents in the Tanzarnian loaderchip. Xavancane, who in the-
19505 had worked hard organizing pcasaznt cooperatives (in C.Delgado), to under-
mine thé strength of the lacal concession companies; was not *orricd about out-
side influsence fron Chinag or the L9SR, as he told ths Portususse after his dof-
ection on ipril 3rd, 1.:69, but unvilling to accept “new pnct-cnlonial structure:
brougnt about by taé young men brought to the top by guérrilla warfare and unvi~-
illin: to accept the traditional nosition of =lders and local c¢hiefs a‘ong the
Makonde, “L4o.Thus, although ¥avandarme and seven other political delegates fror ,
C.Delgado rcfused to attend the congress, all the nin: politico-nilitary deleg-
ates from C.Pelgado attended , and as Davidson who was at the Tongress, has j
pointed out:¥ These nilitary and politicoe-nilitary delegates from C.Delgado. took
an active part in the Congress, some of then were elacted to the newly enlarged
CC of Frelimo,'41. RN : R o
- PBut if the holding of the 2nd Congress inside Mozanbique was a big norals
boaster to Frelimo and a defeat for elements within Frelino who savw the strugglc
as being rerely national an< not social as well, the astassination of Mondlane
onn Feb.,3rd 1969, was a big blov to Fralimo, and a sorzls bo-~ster to Portuguese
forces and PIDE, nost likely hehind the assassination.Mondlanc had been contral
in the setting of Frelimo'lse direction and in holding it together. Teride, he
was highly respected in certain “estern intellcctual circles.The Portuguese
hoped that Mondlane's elinination would dcprive Frelimo of an essential uniting
figure, cause disunity, and cripple Treliase's fighting povere. Thore was some
disunity. Frelimo, as vwe noted earlier on, was #'front!, welcoving all ant-
colonialist Mozambicans. Anti-<colonialism, as Marcellino dos Santos(42)put it .
An-1373, was the aininun ideological framevork at the fornmation of Frelimo in
1962. But armed struggle had the effect of radicalieing r-my nembers of Frelimo
(including tlondlane himeelf), =s clcarly indicated by the 2nd Congrose! pacsing
of a scries of rovolutionary resolutions on national roconstruction, ¢alling
-for the ‘organization of agricultural, comrsrcial and industrial coopcratives',
and "the dcvelopment of schools for political training®..3. Thur,by the tire
of ’ondlanz’s assassinetion and Kavandanmcls defcection, a groving section of
. Frelimo's lcadership vas thoroughly comaitted to natienat and social revolutioi.
Fut the CC's appointient of a triumvirat- of Vice~President Uria - Simango;
Secrotary of Political Affair, dos Santog; and Commandrr-in-Chicf of the Araed
Forcos, Sarora Mach:ol; to succeced Mondlanc, istcad of Simango as Vice-President
aoving up to the Presidency, was a reflcction of the int - rnal divisions within
Frelino. QOf the thrae tembors .of the Presidential Council, dors Santos and
Machel were thomoughly cawiitted to rcvolutionary goale of restructuring Moz-
aumbican society along collectivirt lines and imnroving the living conditiones of
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at not only cradicating Mozawbigque of ncgat?vc Portugu-~
cro influencss, but at forteoring a national consclousncss, as dirflnct.frOW.
ethinic or regional ecparatisu. Ironically, the third n?mb@r of the t?1Uerl—
ratc,‘Sinéngo, on Mov. 4th 1969, iscusd to the press‘(u%thout consulting Ehc
CC) a l3-pagcpanphlet, “The Gloony Situation in Frelimo', vhosc text John faul
has described ac ‘ia locus classicus for students of the disintepgration of .
conventional African nationaliem in the context of truly revolutionary ?ondlf
tions“(qal and in which he (Simango) accused f£o1llow menmbers on the Prcs;dentlal
‘Council, of tribaligm, wurder and nepotisd, and nad~ a personal attack on
Janet Mondlanc,(the white widys of the assassitated Frolino leadser and)dlrgctor
of the Mozanbigue Institutc in Dar. The following day Sinmango told a Guardian
reporter in Dar that he had aade hi-s guarrell public bocausc he vas afraid of1
being nmurdercd, espccially by foutherm leadors. 45.It is significant that TANU's
daily, The “ationalist,imnediat=ly drecribed Simango's public statgmagt as
"highly irrcsponsibdle and a service to the Portuzuese propaganda rnachin~=." 46,
The Nationalirstvas basically corroct whsn it conmented on ¥ov. 5th:' Hie (Sinm-
ango) bid to take over the party's leadershin following the ascagsination of
Dr. Mondlanc in Dar last Fob., was thwaerted and it is quite clear that he has
not been on good terms with the other tvo nenbers of the Presidential Council
for the past 9 monthe.W 47.Clearly, Simango's ‘revolutionary outlook"™ hnd coms
into question when the CC appointed the Presidential Council, Tt is significant
that he now accuzed Machel and dos ~antos for ‘introducing the question of
scientific socialisa and canit=alisn in Mozambiqur® nrematurcly. 48. Attempts
by Nyerere and the ALC ton patch up differsnces bctween Simango and the other
two mambers of. the Presidential Council failed, and when the Txecutive of Fre-
1lino met on Nov. 9th(1969) to assss: "The Gloony fituatian in Frelimo%, it
suspended Simango from the Presidential Council(49), accusing hi of failing
to prdeent his probleme to the CC and of lying in his pamphlet. Only seven days
after Sinmango's public accuration:, Machel was on his way to the front to
continue organising the arwed struggle. Vhile it ie dangerous to attribute
‘the success of a revolution to one or two individuals, I would say that the
trenendous ideological unity chovn between Machel and dos fantos during those
fateful Nov. days and ever ~ince, has been a vitalass= 't to Frelimo's success.
= Ocllo naintaine that the general picturc of conflicts withiih Freliwo botw-
een 1962 and 1265 ic that aiddle-cducated assinilados moartly from ethnolingu-
istic groups in the crcatral and northern sreas of Mozambiaque, nrimarilly Nyanja,
lakuwa-Loave and Tiaxonde, opposcd orc highly 2ducated nesticog and assimilados,
‘nost of vhom came from the southern nart of the country, esnmccially the Shang-
aan, for positions of authority vithin Frelino.Op~lRois-thesis gozs like this:
while the first CC wae heterogcneous in nature, with nenbership ranging from
Mandlane, an: intellectual from Gaza; to Kavandane; a 6Q-year old “akonbe
- regional organizer; to Jorge iebelo, a mestico lav student (barely half favand-
canets age); to fimango, a priest fron cerntaral lMozambigue~ and thierefore fairly
‘ropresentative of different parts of and social grouns in *ozanbique, "elite
groups uscd appeals to ethnic and class cleavages in an ide=ological maner as
they vied for the relatively few high level prestige and powsr pocitione avail-
able." 50. Opzllo maintains that ideology, az~ and personality played only a
minor 'part in Frelimo's internal.conflicts, and concludes thrt ‘‘competition
within the elite was structured withdut nuch direct connection with popular
Teelings, and each side buttrcssed their ovn positions with appeals to one sort
of ideology or another, the losing factions nornzally to ethnolinguistic discr-
imination, the victorious group to nationalistic and ciass rhetoric¢."Sl.Such
an analysis is nisl-ading, for auong other-thiungs, it gives the “mprasesion that
the masses in the liberated arcas were not involved in or concermed about
politics and that rank and file nrembers of Frelimo had no concept of Mozanbi-
que as a country. Opello's analysis also begs the question: who was Freliuo
and what gave rank and file menmbers of Freliio the drive to fight the Portuguese
(and to follow the victorius group wiuich appezcled to ™ mationalist and class
rhetoric)? - : ) A

Kavandare's defection to the Portuguese and Sinango's expulsien from the -
Presidential Council and other expulsions or defections(52) vere corroctly
regarded by Irelimo as impure eleaents whioh a revolution's progress rejecte,
Contrary to Opello's thesis above, conflicts within brclino's lradership were
primarily ideological;as the activitier of the defectorg to the Portuguecse clea-
rly shows, both bofore and After the Lisbon coup in Anril 1974.(53).Kavandane,
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the peoplec. They aiwne
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whoir a Portuguese High Comniand COMAQuquC described on April 2rd 1969.as
“the suprciie ilitary l-ader of Freli oV 55,s7gncd Portugusce propaganda
leaflets asking Makonde mei:bors of Frelivo to stop fighting. and broadcast
sinilar nessagce froi a helicopter lousnealcrs to the neonle in the liberated
areas.Kavandane'sg efforts bore no fruit: before his defcction he had been
accused by pecasants in C. Delgado cf using his position as provincial secretary
and head of coarerce for “econonic a&grandlszert for hinself and his close
associates., Marccllino d-rc Santos was basically correct when ho told Boubkaker
Adjali of Algeria; ‘As alwaye, the task of building a society economically
poses tlie problem of the type of production and dictribution, and espncially
who 1is going to-benefit fron what eociety produces. This life proces also
raises much more charply than in the classroori the dseper qucestion of the type
of ideology to eubrace."56. We can conclude this brief sumnary of conflicts
and deéfectionsin the Frolimo leadership by saying that the defections:streng-
thened Freliino s“corrcct pOllthTl line¥, enabling the inovement to intensify
the armed strusgle. : : . o : ‘

+.. The &ppointecnt of one of Portubal'c top guerrilla war cxperts, CGenaral
tzulza de JArriaga, as Coanander-in-bhief of Portugucse. forces in Mozambique
serly in-1970; arked the third and very important phasc of the armed stuggle.
Kaulza, a Salazarist fron top to botton, who =aw the gtrusgle in Mozanbique
as prizierily the work of what heo called cormunist world expansionisn, described
Portugal as "a Furo-African state,a nation that is not in Africo but is also *
African,¥57. Xaulza held the view(incorrect) tiarat Frelino had "inherent urea‘m—
ees resulting hasically fro.i the fact that its top leadershin is “uscian-
inspired, its Widdle cadreg are inepired by Ceontinental China,; and its field
pereonnel cone froun: "Alalon ally non-conmunist tribesh. 53. Arriaga alro
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" pelieved that these weaknissce veore rmagrifisd by Portugucse military and

“gocial molicizs{nrimarily the aldeam-nto prograuie). Fut cven Arriaga himeself
vrote in 1972:" In C.Delgado district, the situation by svnring 1970 was ziv-
ing con°1dﬂrable concern,.,.. the cnesy alzo had 2 nurber of well-orzanized
bases inside C.7Zelgado 1tself, with large garrisons, froa which they had lau-
chrd a southvwacd offeneivel- aimed 2t reaching Mozalblquﬂ and Zanbezia rrov-
inces. 59.Fy early 1970 the 10,000 Frelino ar=y controdled ~uch of G.DNelgado
and Niassa and Muenda “as ringed vith large Frelirno ailitary canpe with dugouts
and artillery and cculd only be reachszd by «ir. The roads north of Montenuez
werc lipassable bccauss of ?raliﬂo niues. : o : T
‘Arriaga nmounted the biggest rortugusss land and 2air offensive since the
boeg¢n1no of the war. Operation Gordian Xnot- (0G7) +hich statted in July ‘and
“August, 1970, in Cabo Lelgado, was designed to xipae out Freliso once and for
all, OCGKX and the smaller opsrations that followed it in Niassq enabled Arriaga
to occupy soe Freli-o bases necar Mucnda and along the Ruvuma river. The
_Portuguese aiméd at :topinpy any furtiier guerrilla infiltration from Tanzania
and at. stopping all Frelino operation~ south of the Messalo river. fut in April’
"and May 1971 the Portuguese . found it necessary to announce the beginning of
a new offensive, Overation Frontier(OF), as Frelimoc regained initiative. The
second phass of OF included the asphalting of hundre®s of illes of road in
C.Delgado to prevent nine laying and the constructin oi a nuiber of new air-
‘fields, arphalting runways of existing airfields to increase troop mobility
and logistics. The operation alco incli:ded the builiing of a new town at Ne-
ngade and three aldecanentos (60) and provision of health and educational
services in soue rural araasg~ what frrlaga called M"a pilot-solution of social
promotlon.“70 ‘ _ : -
In 1977 Arriaga stated that OGK ‘had enabled the population previously
under Ifreliso to szet fa glimpre of the better 1ife that they could enjoy as
the Portuguesc thoy really *re.” 7B, Airriaga stressed three points in countsr-
insurgency »sychological warfara: (1) to tell the truth to the population,
vexplaining the rightnces of the Portugucae cause’, (2) promotion of social"
progress (education, health ..), and (3) as a last.reanrt, destruction of the
enemy.In practice the policy was a stick and carrot one~ with very little
carrot and plenty of ctick.’rrisga’s nrogramze, which derived heavily fron
the Aierican experience in- Vietnam, included the.p: tl 1 Afric-nization of
the arsy, to leswen the. flwapc1al and. hurian resource g netropolitan Portugal
(72). Howaver, Arriaga’s icre agrerssive arproach to tnﬂ war did nnt lead to
Middleracss!. corclucloa tLuC “To a sreater extent, the’liberated arcas' ceased
to existh, 73, Sanora tfachel who had boen e2lected Freliro Precident in May
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1970,’°unm~riscd Arriaga’c “ailitary and psychological®® offensive in a mescare
to Frelimo fighters on Sont, 2%, 1971: "In 1970, the 6heny tried tb win o guick
victory and met- with-defcat. Thie-year, 1971, tliey have tried to ba ~or~ flexible
‘less adventurous, they have atteompted to combine crines against our peonle
with poliﬁical ranoeuvres aimnd - at sowing confusion." 74.Tt was on= thing for
the Portugeee to lauch a huge oneration Tike OGY, and another to uaintain =z
force of ver 60,000 troope in the fiel§ year qftor yesar, in tre face of an cna-
4y with popular support. A Hew York Tines report on July 26, 1970, from Maputo
had »ade a correcct predictiocn when in pointed out that: ”...The Bortuguese offe~-
mnsive (CGX) can change the naturc of the war in Mozanbigue, but is not likely
to-have a decisive influcuce on the couree of events,in the vievs of independient
military observers. lhese sources believe that the Portugucse nisjudged the
stre,th of Frelimo, overestimated the rencrcussions of the murder of their
lrader, kdvard 3 Mondlane, .. .and undcreutlmated the force of his succcssor,
Samora Machcl. 75,

~ “Frelino’ 1nt nsification of ‘tha war in Teté fron iarch 1971 (76) and th"-
1nqtruct1v~ Portuguesc resnonse of designating Tcte a snecial nilitary region,
marked tHe fourth phase of the war. The Tete front wes of crucial importance -
because .0f the Cabora Lassa hydvooloc+rlc projrct, financed by a nunber of
Wegtern conpanies and S, Africa,and whose contruction Frelino viswed as likely
to buttrecss Yortuguese colonialis~. Arriaga states that fron March 1971 Vthe
nain military and psychological effort was mov-d to the Tete district.The
‘Portuzuese nilitary speeded up the aldsanent nrogramme ( often with inadequate
vlanning), and »y June 1972, had built 123 aldeczzentos with 96,000 nenple and
were planning aaother 65 to hold about 100,000 people. (77, The DES (fornerly
PIDE) increascd its activities in the region and units of the Portuguese army

‘adopted “ssarch and desiroy’ tactic (the : 1r1yalu nassacres first brought to
world attrntleﬁ in the Loncdon Times in 1974, and later confirucd by the U.V.-

- nust bYe seen in this light). The “n111tary and. psychologicalY effort of the
20,00C Yortuguese troopns in Tctc can be =2id to have failed, as indicated
by 2 report Ly wilf{ Nusscys, an esditor of the Johannesburg Star, back froa a
‘tour with the Portugucse arny in Tete in June 1972: ¥It =aust be stated clearly,
now, though it may irk the Portuguesa, that the statc of the war in Tete iz ser-
ious and carrics grave nilitery and political dangers for all fouthern Africa
in the long-tern."75. Wusecys nade three iportant observatinns: (a) Frelinwo
was infiltrating across wost of the over 400kn border with Zambia, "with
disturbing rapidity"; (h) Frnolino had crossed the 7ambezi, pennstrating soveral
hundred uiles along the Bhodesian Mozaabique border, a devalopment which enabloed
ZANU to usc Tete as a bacr to lauch armned struggle in M.¥ Rhodesia fron Dec,
1972; and (¢) Frelimo had a lot of local cunport a imficated by the 1ittle
1nforﬂat10n the Portuguesc were able to get fro the people, and that conparsd
to the other war zones, feow of the 40 to 80 daily onerationes weore bared on
reliable inforaation. The Saith reogime in Rhodesia expressed the view that
.morale anong the Portugucse forces in lMozambique waz at a low obb, Cactano
"1ndcd1a+oly went on nat]onwldr TV to rebuke thodesia for sorea dﬂnU alarm: ¥ Romé
BEcRTopglabRavTe St LogiopXperionse 9 not songogl pholr feaps, oy have
apening he ilanica e Sofala Tront at tre vné of July 1972, and
.in particular, Frelimo's attack on a convoy of lories (on June 27,1973 near
‘Vila Gouveia),taking material to the Cabora Eassa worke, mark the fifth and
.final phase of the war bcoforé the Lizbon coup. Fron their nain bare in the
Gorongoza Gaime Reserve, Frelimo guerrilla units mounted overations against
Portuguese farms, road convoys and railwvay lines and wmilitary installations,
the wost spectacular of which was the attack on the Inhaming FParracks on the
Peira~Senz line. In an atternpt to stop Frelino unite advancing through the
'neck' of Mozanbique,.the Portugucse f1o7in 10 000 battle-seasoned troops
from Angolaw vhere the war had slowed dovn. Put in January 1974 Frelimo units
~cut the vital “eira-Uustali line on 19 senarate occassions, and settlers in
Vila de Manica, Vila Pery and Feira rioted, comploining about the army's failure
to give them protcction. In less than two years, Frelimo forces had taken a gi-
ant step frod north Tete to almoct within striing distance of Deira. In Nov,
1972, a Financial Tines reporter back from a recent visit t9 the Peira area
"with the Tortuguese army, comuented, “The problem of the Pertuguese in seecking
out infiltrators is cnornous, since they melt into local tribal settlements
and appear again once the Portuguese have passed.m80.By the nnd of April
Frelino guerrillas were laying a «bu shes on the FPeira=Maputo road.
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~In order tc underrtand thc reagons for Frelimors s auccesses and wby tha
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_peasantz gave suvport to tic arued strugsgle, it is nececeary to undesstand
“Frelino's political linz. Frelino was faghting a peoplels war, such as fourht

by the PAIGC in Guine~Iigsau and Ly do and Gian in Vietman., Frelimo was not

only soldiers but also propnsnndists, helping to roise the political con=ciou-
eness of the people and eyplaning to tlies the aiug of the arned struggle and

the rcasons vhy it h- to be a protracted one.81. Frowm the very beginning, Frelis
#mo, and in particular, “ondlanc, ctressed the irnortance of education neg an
‘essential aspect of the struggle.82. “hile the Mozaabique Institute and Frelimo
schools at Faganoyo and Tunduru in Tanzania, »rovided ~=condary and upper pri-
nary schooling, -any schools tern ectablished in the liberoted arsas to vrovide
basic prinary education.Freline's cducational programes provided a base for
raising the politiczl consciousnsse of the political and wilitary cadres. What
Amilcalr Cobral said to PAIGC guerrillas in 1956 anmlied fo Trelino forces as
well:"Tho ™ FEPlegle  ie very important. Rut the nost important thins is an und-
erstondin 2, 0f our peopleis situntion.W83. Cabral defined the PAICC fightors )
as “armed ¢ activists®., ¥achel's dictun te Frelirmo forces has been that “a soldier
without nolitics ic an aseassin.® o4. Frelinmo guerrilla forces were thus const-
antly reainded of and instructod in the basicaly political naoture of the over-
arl &:ragule for Yozanbican uhuru. The ore fzdvanced’i mlemontes of the Frelino
leadership learned froi start that 2 guerrilia farce cnnnot develop on the .
cmilitary level if it did not becone a political vonguard., §5. Only with heizhte-
“néd political conscicusness aiong ¢relimo cadres, fighters and pcasants in the
libernted areas, could Portuguesc offorts of sending African pupnet troowms and
PIDE/DGS asents to create digcerginn within Trelimo ranks ,'bn dafeated. Thue
-Machel urged cadres fron Tete and Manica e Sofala 2t a maetinz 414 in Tete in

0
bt
P
i

"August 1973,”Constintly raise the political consciouonocq anong tho cadres and
fighters, deepening vnderstanding of who is the eneny..."86) vhich Frelimo
defined as Portugusse colonialiss, its inperialist allies and all those vho
collaborate with it. Trelitofs systen of mixing fighters froi: differont ethnic
groups gf »nlatoon -»nd cadrc level was aiiied at creating & revolutionary coneci-
-ousnecee; ' Thich wacg seein ns 2 essential part of npolitic-l education. In a '

:broadqaut to the *ozaunbicrn poonle on Sent. 25, 1973, -—2chel »Hainted out that
it was nece=sary Wthat o 1.1e“rn and understand vwhat Mozarbique is...To vish
to return t@ tribalisn and regionalisn iz to fight azainst our revolutien.™ 388.
The foroation of the woncntn det ﬂchzent at the end of 106? wog nart of Frelino'n
social revolution prozras-e, Ais Machel has pointed out, Tho emancipation ¢

¥PdHotl an act of cinrity, tks result of husranitari am or cowmascicnate attitude.
The liberation ef wonzn iz o fundamental n-cessity fer #he rovolution, the
guarante~ of dts continuity and the precondition of ite victery.™ ag,

) In gddlt101 t2 reising nolitical conscionusness, it was inmortant for

.Frelimo to raiss production znd to establich elo-entary soci:l serviecs.on,
Giap has written, “Ono connot. spcezk of the arwed strugsle and the building
of the rcvolut¢onﬂry armned forcze without mentieoning thie probl-w of the recar.™
Frellmo understood this point, as ‘indicated by 'practica’ in the liberated
areas ang by_bhe CC'e nassage to the Fozanbican people o fept. 25, 1967:% Tha
purposc of our strugcle i<« not to destroy. It is first and forero-t aimedl at
building a new Mozanbique..%9l. Librration wns not siunly a ratter of exvelling
the Portuguese, but the "roorganization of the 1ife of the country and sctting
it.on the road to sound n:tlo;al drvelonpn~nt(92),and as a Frelimo wilitant,

M. Gondola wrote in a posn, ‘he who works the so0il of hir. country and 'raters it
with his sweat....He too is a revolutionary?®92. Freli o established coomerati--
ves in none liberated areas, bult rural clinice and lauuched literacy canpaigns,
Like TANU in Tanzania, Froliao stressed self-reliance in all fieds of devclop-

.aent ( as a long tera 2i1), vhere ver possible, Freliw troops were ecncouraged:

to take part in production with the ncnsavt thus indicating tlieir "authenticity

as o.people’s arny. Tan a directve :idely d)~tr1butrq in the liberated area in

1971, Machel =aid, "To our arny ve give the tasks of fighting, vnroducing and

nobilising the waasses.™ 93. +n the liberatsd arens “relivio 9*“01 At "hﬂning hu-

san relationshine - hich mirrored a socialist Mozaubique after likeration. s
for back ns anril 1567, a Portugucs: High Ceunrand covviunigue indicoted the

strongth of Frelino's politicisntion wmrogromme (and support):® The corcion
exorted by the enary nand the false propr-anda are tro factors which prevent

the masses from co.ing ta the authoritics. 94,
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Ry- Feb.(23rd) 1974, [tar “cexly a2 S. African paper, was cormenting:  Tven

heir most ardent detractore nov grudgingly admit that the Frcli o gurerrilin
attack on Mozaunbigue i: naking forunidable strides.' In the save month, Ffanora
-Machel declared with confidence: ‘...the fundarental oucstion has now becone
~the triurmph of thne Revelution, and not just national independence.®™25. The
point being that Freli:c was going for "flag® indevendnnce 2s has havpened else-
where in forner colonies in “frica, but for the genuine liberation of the
Mozanbican peoplo. Thic liberation could come about by deofeating Portuguese
colonialisiy, by ecotablishing people-centred econonic and socinl instiatutions,
‘and by what he called %the decolonisation »f the ainde from years of colonial
fp01son1nb. For Mozanbican woien, liberation was to b~ double- 1iberation fron
colonialic: and liberation from nale oppression.

Freline's nilitary and political successec prﬂvméécd the cllhax to the
‘Lisbon coup on ZApril 25, 1974. Middlemass writee, "The army ravolt grew out of
the imposeible nature of the tasks =ect by the p011t1c1gnk, and drev strength
fron the grlevanco accuniulated during the 13 years of colonial wars."96.
Spinola, ‘the junta' £ loader after the April coup, had hinmself been disniesed
from his specially-craated job ac Deputy Chisf-of-Staff on his return from
Guinea-Bissau as a national hero, for publishing a book ( Portugal T O Futurg"
Feb, 1974)in which he stated that Portugal would never win the colonial wars
and that a political solution had to be found. He wrote:" To want to win a sub-
versive war with a military solution is to accept defeat in advance, unless onc.
poesceses unlinited capability to prolong the war indefinately, turning it
into an institution."97.(Portugnl was spending nearly half of her annuval budget
on defence). Spinola was not infavour of decolonization but for giving ore.
povier to the coloniss, within what he called a Lusitanian Federation- because,
"The overseas territories are a prcrcquisite for our survival as a free and
‘indipendent nation. “ithout tho African territories, the country (Portuzal)’
will be reduced to a voiceless cnrner of a gigantic Turnpe and will have no
possible trump cards to play to assert itself in tle concert of natinone,93,The
objective of upinolﬂ’ plan on the African colonlgb rag “to rraevent the
amputation o1 the African territdries onc by one."™ 99. :

Frelirno rejected Spinola's solutlon and on May 3rd, 1974, Machel went on
Frelimo Radio to tell Mozanbicans that the differences Létveen Spinola on the
ome hand and Caectano and Arriaga, on the other, were morely differencos of
tactics, that "fhe cneay are rosorting to manosuvres which they call '"political
solution'.."100, and that peace was inseparable fron independance., A day before
‘the April coup a Guardiasnreport comiiented that Caetano was naking "discret
“attenpts" to create an African npolitical grouving in order to halt the deteri-
orating military and political situation. It washoped that a nunbker of =lite
African intellectuals vould form the enbryo of a political party in order to
defeat the Frelinso prograsie of politicization of the African population in
the rural areas. Lut Freliuo's assertion that it vas the authentic representa-
tive of the Ptinza bican people in the liberation ztruzgle had already gaind
international legitmacy.-None of the five new politicul groups formed or crea-
"ted by the Portugucse and which united in Aug. to forn the Natiomal Coalition
Party (FCN) and which included ex-Coremo lea d g-dﬁ}uvkla Simengo, had any deep
rooting anong Mozambicans. Frolirmo would not cor wpronice on ite exclusive
leadership of the Mozambican people,as Machel told Jjournalists in Dar on Yay
2nd before leading a Frelimo delegation to the first meeting #ith a Portuguese
Governient delegation led by Foreign Minister, Mario Raar-s in Lusaka:™ *%e are
not going to discuss Independence with the Portuguese. That is our inalienable
right.... The Portugucce nust negotiate with Freliio to study the piechanism of
transmiting pover to the people of Mozambique and the lrador chip of Mozambloue.
Peace is inseparable from Indepcndence."10l. |
) A-joint cowunique at the end of the second Frelino- -Portuguece meeting
in Lusaka on June 5th and 6th stated that "both delegations recognized that
agrecement on a cease-fire is conditional on a prisr global agreement regarding
fundamnental political prlnc1pln~ " 102. But on June 11 Spinola, rnfprlng in
particular to the breakdowvn of Porta ce negotiations with twe PAIGC on dJune
kth, declared that "democracy must PU“CrJ independence', and veont on to insist
on pre-independence referenda for all three African colonies. 103. The Frelimo
view was that there could be no such thing as ¥ denocratic colonialism'" and two
daye later, Machel rejected the Portugucsse call for a cease-fire and called
upon Frelimo forces to intewsify the var.~#mi to shovw that he meant business,




iz2.
ed siruggle in Zambezia province at the
the left-wing nenbers of the Portugucse
d pover in Lisbon, with the inst=1lation of

the Second Provisional Covernnmcn nt, headdd by the 'bruln' of the lovement, Col.
Vasco Goncalves in nid July, that rrelimo -enterad into indopendence ncgotiations
(Sept. 5-7) with the Portuﬁurce, on condition of Frelino's three vpoints. These
were, (a)" recognition of g*ll 10 as tho nozaub1c1n peoplats legitmate repres-
entative; (blrecognition of .oza’blcan peonle's right to complete independence
in their territorial integrity; {(c) acceptance of the transfer of sovercignty
still exercised by the Portuguese authorities to the repre9ontat1ve instituti-
on8 of the Mozaubican pcople, i1 ntlher words to rrelino.™ 104, The Lusaka
agreerient (105) of Sept 7, 1374, between Frolimo and the Portuguese Governerint
set the «date. for ths complets independence of Mcozsmbique: ¢o” June 25, 1975,
the anniversary of the foundation of Freliuo. In the mean tiue a Frelimo-donmi-
nated [ -vir~i~r 1 Governucent was to run Mozambique and a Joint Military Commi-
ssion’'was to control the ir Dlenent4vlon of the cease-fire agreenment,

In conclusgion, ve can say that Frelimo was theo direct product of repressive
Poriuguese colonial policy and tle arred: strug&lb the direct wnroduct of

Portuguese refusal to ncpgotiate or even recognize in principle the right of
Mozambicans to self-determination. S~mora Machel is not incorract when he states

that, "State Power hac been won through the struggle of our people, united
by our correct linc, uunder Irelirmo leadership.' 106.

Machel announced the reopenine of. arie
beginning of July. It u=s only vhe
Armed Forces Movenent had ascunic
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