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F'relimo
fighting
may last
15 years

Stsff B€Dorter

FORTUGTIESE authorities in
ldozambigue expected the war
against terrorists in tbat coun-
try to last for the next 10 or 15
years, and believed it would
escalate.

This g as said bJ the United
Party MP for Benoni, Mr. Hen-
drit van Eck.

He rvas addressing a public
meeüng in Benoni, organised
by the Benoni branch of the
Southern Cross Fund.

IIÍrs. Van Eek and 32 other
UP and Nationalist Parliamen-
tarians recently spent 10 days
touring the province.

APPÁLLING
'The appalling thing is that

to maDy European c.ountries
beve been persuaded that the
tenorists are freedom fight
€tìs," Mr. Van Eek said.

However, anybody who be
lieved that ltiozambique Afri-
cans were against tfr-e Portu-
guese Government was mistak.
i8n.
_ He raid Portuguese army
leaders had told the MPs that
onÌy about three per cent of
the population had been influ-
eueed by the terrorists.

"Initially, the llÍozambique
authorities had to deat with the
netionalistic movement, Freli-
mo.
_ "!p due_ course, however, the
Frelimo leaders realised 

'that

the Portuguese \ryere so benign
pd good to the popuìatjon thãt'
_hardly any improvements could
be made," Mr. Van Eck said.

. rossEs
There were norry about 30

former Frelimo leaders work.
ing for the Mozambique author.
iües.
- The Portuguese said tbey
had lost about 1000 men in thê
war.

After the clearing of a no
man's-land and the resettÍe-
ment of Afr icans into viì lases.
the Portuguese had to shboú
anything that moved in the
bush in those areas, he said.

The terrorists in Mozambìque
were well-armed and eÌen had
anti.aircraft guns and bazookas,
he added.


