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security chief,
Andrew Fleming,
has.' warned in his
latest report of the
growing potential
threat to Ian
Smith's rebel re-
public because of
the increasing acti-
üty of guefrillas in
the neighbouring' 
Portuguese terri-
tory of . Mocambi-
que.

In the past Smith's
security problems have
been largely confined to
Rhodesia's border with'
Zambia. Now anxiety

was l ì rge ly  conf ined un t i l
r ccent ly  to  the  nor thern

,prov incc  o f  Cabo Dc lgado,
which bordcrs on Tan-

,  zan ia  .  I t s  sh i f t  to  Te te

ïa"  p r Ímar i l v  t ì i c ta ted  by
Fre l imo 's  chá l lenge to  thô
Cabora-Bassa hydro-eÌectr ic
and irr ipJation project
wh ich  the  Por tuguese are
bu l ld ing  in  c lose  co-opera-
t ion rvith the South Àf r i-
c&Ds.

Th reat
Although Frel lmo has'no t  

ye t  d i rceuy  th rea t - '
cned the dam site i tselí  -
rvh ich  has  bcen tu rned in to
an armed c i tadc ' l  -  l t  has
.begun to threaten the rai l
and road systeme. These
serve not only the Portu-
guese in the area, but also'
provide outlets to thc sea
for Rhodesla and Malawi.

Although the Portuguese
- who are also engaSed

in f lghting two other AÍr l-
can wars, ln Angola and
(]uinea-Bissatr continue
to play dorn the serlous-
ncss  o f  the  cha l lenge to .
the i r  po 'è 'c r  in  Moc i tm- '
,bique, their best fr iende
;and al l ies are now bcgin-
oing openly to express

' the i r  concern .
. The latest Rhodesian
security report underl lnes
the se'r iousness of the
guer r i l l a  cha Ì lenge in  Moc-
anrÌr ique which a Brit ish
u ' r i te t ' ,  nor r r ta l l y  f  r lend ly
to  the  f 'o r tuguese,  re -
ccn t ìv  c r l r l led  " the  s ick
n r i r n  o f  A f r l c l . "

. .  Ser ious  mi -sg Ív ings  about
the  s i tu r r t ion  have a Ìso
bcen erxp t 'esse t l  by  Mr  Des-
rììoÌÌd I l t t , i rur: l l ) ' ,  a fornrer
t3r i t . isìr L.ì l ;{  ' i I r  Mtttrtber of
P i r r l i i rn rcn t  rvho  has
alu'ays beeu a defender of
the Portuguese stard
ag-ainst the Uberatlon
movements .

A f  te l  h is  la tes t  v is i l  to
Mocambique he  sa id  ln
in te rv iews in  South  Af r i ca
and Rhode. . ; i ; r  tho  t  there
was a  poss lb l l l t y  tha t
Por tuguese cont ro l  m lgh t
c rumble  in  the  te r r i to ry .
I f  tNs  rvere  to  happen,  he
commented,  i t  wou ld  lead
to  an  "exposure  o f  Rhode-
s ia 's  f lank"  and * 'ou ld
fo rc t :  South  Af  r i ca  to
c Ì roose be t rvee n  the  L im-
popu r  i t s  nor thern  f ro : r -
t i r , r  i  ; r  n r l  the  Zambes l
r  r t 'h ich  i . s  thc  nor th t r rn
f r o n t i e r  o f  R h o d e s i a  a n d  I
a l s o  t u n s  t h r o u g h  T e t e r  a s
i t . i  os 'n  l ine  o f  de fence.

A l though th r .  South
Af r ican  secur i t l .  fo rces

have becn ac t ive ì -v  cngaged
i r :  g iv ing  ac t ivc  duppõr t -  to
t h c  R h o d c s i a  n s  i n  t h e i r
r r n t i - g u c r r  i l l a  c a m p a i g n ,
t l ìo ) '  ha  vc  Dot  I 'e t  in te r -  ,
venec l  rn i l i ta r i l v  in  Moc-
anrb ique.  The l '  do ,  h . - , rvever .
keep tcams o f  observers
rva tch ing  the  s i tua t ion
t  here .

Recent ly ,  too ,  
"vhen 

the
Íirst of tu'o trains from
Malawi  th rough Mocant -
b iquc  \ \ 'as  b lown up,  the
South  Af r i cans  responded
to  urgent  appea ls  f rom Dr
Banda fo r  supp l ies  o f
, ì  rms.

Conf l ic t
Fre l r .n to 's  headquar te rs

ar ' ( r  norv  e , : tab Ì iShe<ì  inS ide
Moc4mbique,  bu t  they  havc
, impor tan t  ca t Ì lp5  in  the
.southern  prov incg  o f  Tan-
zan ia ,  and have aceess
Ì 'ou tes  th rough Zambia
in to  Tete  prov ince .

Zambia's Foreigrr Min-
ister l l t r  Fì l i  jah ÀÍudenda,
has  pred ic ted  tha t  Mocanr -
b ique w i l l  fa l l  to  Fre l imo
wi th in  í ì ve  years  -  the
rnos t  op t im is t i c  v iew ye t
expressed by  any  respon- .

' s lb le  A f r i can  leader ,

He also discloseci that
he  had recent ly  n re t  w i th
Fre l imo 's  mi l i ta rv  com-
rnander ,  Samora  "  

Mache l ,
who to ld  h in r  tha t  h is
fo lces  wou ld  be  inc reas-
ing ly  concent ra ted  in  Te te
province.

Th is  c { rn  lead or r l v  to
i rn  in tens i Í ì ca t lon  o f  the
coní ron ta t ion  bc lwss .  the
wlì i tr)-I  u)(Ì( l  r  c-girrr.r t .s of
,Souther  n  A f r  i ca  á rn í - l  the
guet  r i Ì ìa ,  r r ro l  cmer r ts .  ' I ' he

pnncipa.l  support for Fre-
l imo iome5 fronr the
Organisation of Afr ican
Unity whose Liberatjon
Comm.lttee provides both
funds and arms for i ts
s t rugg le .  I t  a lso  ge ts  mi l i -
ta ry  anr l  o ther  ass is tanee
Írom the hussian bloc, the
Chlnere .r nd Írom the
Scand lnav i l r r r .

The governr r ren ts  o f
S-weden,  I )ennr i r r ' k  ; rnc t
Nor -n 'ay  h l r r ,ç  a ì l  rçLcr ìg \ ,
inc reascd i l rc r l  coDt t . i Ì )u ,
t . ions  to  Frc l i r r r r r ,s  func l . r
N o  o t l r c r  W e s t c r n  g o v e r D -
n ten ts  o f f i c ia l l l '  p rov ide  a id
t o r  t h e  g u e r . r i l l a  r n o y e _
Tgqrs  in  Por tuguese
A f  r i c a .

Camps
Al reac l r ,  i l re  iuc rcas lng

lnil itary pressures orì the
P r r r t ü g t t e s e  h r ì \ ' í )  l c d
!o open r:onflict alorrg the
Tanzrìr ìLì  Moc u r t r  b iquc
Í Ì c )n t i . t .  I ' , t l Ì  rw in r ì  l : t . r i ; L r -
ing at t .acks by th. .  l . 'or t r r -
guese Air Force on ï' irtr-t
zanian viÌlages, one of Íts
planes was rccently shot
down.

Thls ts the flrst titne a
Portuguese plane has tleen
brousht down lu a treigh-
bourlug African eouutry.
The auumption rnrrst be
that the Af rican S trtr,rs
are l ìo i ' t '  us ing i ì lore
sophist icater ì  ant i  . r i rc ;"af t
altrì othr:r we.Ìpon6 t.o denl
rvith possiblc Irortul;uesc
:rttacks acioss thcil fron-
t  iers.

Few observet's :lcrrbt
thaf. the Portugrrese, l lack-
ed by Rhodesia, Soutlr
Af rica and thelr closc.st
supporters, will step Ìrp
their attaclts against Tan-
zania and Znmbla lt Fre-
Ìimo's campaign continue.s
to  pu t  the l r  ru le  l n . ìe r r .
pardv.

This tscalation of vÍo-
lence trts resulted in the
nelghbourinÉ,' coÌlntr ies Ín-
riÌ 'easing' the sizç of i.heir
armies.  Tanzanla has re- '
cently recclved its Íìrst,
consignment of MlGs sup-
plled ì:y the Chinese, who
have also agreed to take
oyêr the tralnÍng of the
alr force. from the Cana-
cliane.---OFNS. i
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has shif ted to the
growing challenge to
Portuguese rule on
Rhodesia's north-east-
ern border.

This growing anxiety
ref lects the great suc-
cesses of the Front for
t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  o f
Mocamb ique  (F r i ' ì i n ro )
in the Tete province --
a strategic corner of
Mocambique wedgcd
between Rhodesia and'
Malawi.

Malawi's President,
Dr Kamuzu Bânda, is
the leading Afr ican
spokesman for a pol icy.
of establ ishing fr iendly .
economic and diploma-'
tic relaLions with South
Africa. He is therefore
regarded as a hostile
element by thg l ibera-
t ion movement's lea-
ders.

The guerrtlla atruggle
. in Mocamblque has been
golnF on slnce 1064, but


