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'The Unhappiest
Nation on Earth'
ALEX fttilE5 writes about war in Mozambique and electoral

prospects after the proposed cease-fire on October I

o t r t e  r v o l t l d  d c s t : r i b c  w l r i r t  i s  n o w

h t r p l l c r r i r r u  i r r  M o z i r r r r b i q u c  s l u o -

i ( ' s  l r s  i r  n r ' \ \ '  \ \  r r V c  ( ) f  r c v i s i o r t -

i : ; n r .  A t  l c a s t  s c v c t t  l r o o k s  i n  E r r g l i s l r

w ' i l l  r e i i c h  t h c  b o o k  s l r e  l v c s  i n  1 9 9 3 .

r i r  r r g  i  r t g  t  r o m  L a  n d c g  W h  i  t c ' s

Br idgi t tg  t l :c  Zat , t l tcz i  (a  l i is tory of  thc

I o w c r  Z i i r r t r e z i  [ r r i d e c )  t o  I V l a r g a r c t

f l a l l  a n d  T < r n r  Y o u n g ' s  C r i s i . s  a t t d

7) 'ar rs forr r ta t ior t  i t t  l l lozarnbique.  This

n L r w  w a v c  h e g i r r s  w i t h  t r v o  h o o k s  o l r

w h a t  i s  c l c a r l y  t h c  c e n t r a l  i s s u c  i l r

N , l o z - a r n h i c l u c  - -  t h c  r v a r .  W i l l i a r r r

F i n n c g a n  a n d  H i l a r y  A n d c r s s o n  a r c

b o t h  A n r c r i c a n  . j o u r n a l i s t s ,  r v r i t i n g

s o p h i s l i c a t e d  . j o u r r r a i  i s n r  r v h i c l r  c a p -

l u r c s  t h c  a t t r t i s p h e r c  a n c l  e n r o t i o n  c r f

l h c  r r r o n r r ' r ' t t .  l t r r l i k c  p r c v i o l r s  w r i l e r s

l h c r  r r r c  r r o t  c o r r r r r r i l l t ' r l  l o  l r r l  i r r t e r p r c -

t : r t i o n  o f  [ V l o z a n r b i c l t i r : ' s  h i s t t r r y .  b u t

I t ; r ' "  c  l r c c n  n t o v e d  t r y  t h c i r  t r a v c l  c x p c -

r i c r n c c  t o  r v r i t c  a h o u t  t h c  c o u n t r \ , .

l j in l rcgal . t  spcnl  l \ \ 'o  nr t i r r ths in  l ( l8 l l

v i s i t i n g  Z a r t b c z i u ,  B c i r a ,  N 1  a l : r r v i ,

i \ ' l a p u t o  a n c l  M i r n l r i c i r  i n  C i : r z , a  p r o v i n c c .

t l  ( 'or t t l t l i t t r tcr l  l l i :u '  is  a  corr rp i la t ion o l '

t r l r v c l  i r c c o u i r t s  h e  w r ( ) t c  a s  a  r c s ; t r l t  o l '

h ; s  l r i p .  W h ; r t  i s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  i s  t l r a t  o i '

2 - 5 7  p a g c s  o 1 ' n r a i r r  t c x t ,  o n l y  t l r c  2 . 5  o n

Nl i r larv i  iuLr  nov,J.  Ntos i  r t f  th , - :  l rook rv i rs

p r - r b l i s h c d  i n  l ! ) S t )  i r r  t r v o  i s s u c s  ( N ' l a v

2 r  i r n t l  2 ! ) )  < r f  t h c  N t , r r '  l i t r k < , r  z r s  ' A

I lcpot  tcr  ; \ l  I -a lgc:  
' l -hc 

E,nrcrgcncy '  or

a s  l r  s r n u l l  p i c c c  i n  t h c  S , 4 / ? r , , 8 .  T h c

r ) ( ) l c s  2 r r e  r v e  l l  c t r n s t r u c t c d  b u t  r  r . : a d  l i k c

p i r < l r i i r r g ,  u i l d i n s  I i t t l c  t o  t h c  t c x t ,  p r o b a -

b l v  t l c s i g r r c c l  o r r l v  1 o  n r r r h c  i t  l c c c p l a b l e

l o r  l l r c  I J n i v e  r s i t v  o l  C r r l i l o r  n i a ' s

[ ' c r s p e c l i v c s  o r r  S o u l h c r r r  A f l i c a  : ; c r i c s .

I t  i s  r r n l i k c l l ' l t )  r c : r c h  r . n : r n v  n r o r c  r c a d -

c l s  i r r  i t s  r r c r v  b o o k  l o r n r ;  i t  r v i l l  l r c

r c : r t l .  p c r  l r i r p s ,  t r t '  t l r o s c  f  c r i '  A f l i c a n i s t s

r l , h t r  c l t r  n o l  t a k c  t h c  N c r r ,  \ ' o r k < : r .

A n < l c r s s o r r  v i s i I c t l  l \ { o z i r n r b i c 1 r r c ,  n t o r c

r c c c r t t l l . '  t h : r l r  I ; i r r r r c r a r r ,  i t r  l t ) 9 0 .  I  I c r '

l o c u s  i s  o n  t h e  I r u r n a r . r  r l i s p l a c c r l c n t

c u u s c c l  t r 1 ,  t h c  s  a r  s  i l i r  i n l c l e  s t i n g

c h a p t c r s  o n  l V l o z a r r b i c a t r  r c l ' u g e c s  i n

I V I ; r l l r r v i  a n c l  S < i u t l r  r \ f l  i c l .

z \ l t l r o u e h  b o t h  I r i n n c g a n  : r n c l

A n r l c r s s o r r  d i s c u s s  R c r t i r t r o ,  n t : i t h c r

t l r r  r : l l e  d  i n  l h c  r c b c l ' s  
' l i b e  

r a t c r l

z ( ) n c s  F i r r n e g : u r  < l c s c r  i b c s  t h c  p t o b -

l c r n s  o l  t l r o s c  r v l i < r  < l i t l :  ( P .  7 5 )

I - l t r '  l o t r n r ; r l i s l s  s : r , r '  : r t t  r \ l r i c ; r r t  I ) o l : t n k i t t

I  ' l l . r L r  : u t t l  t l r r r r l  ' r l  l l t r  j r  . t , t t  t r  s .  (  \  (  l t

l l r osc  l h : r t  l r l r t l  s l r L I -q t l c r - J  l { )  l ) c  I n ( ) r ' i  i l t a t l

l i ! l l l i l l ) l ( )  l l t o l l l t ! ] ; t n t l i t . , ' t l t l c c l  t l | ' t l  l l l C

D r c s s  J ) i i ( K c l  r c s t c t l  b l  l l r c  c x l , : r t r ; r l  r v i t t c ,

i r r  \ \ ; r s l r r t t t t o n  A l l l x r L r q l t  t l r c  t t t a t t  i n
' / , ; t t t i b t : t . t : t  

r v l t o  r r ' : r : r  i r r t e r v i c r vcd  f r ) '  t l t c

l i n g l i s h r r r r r n  s p o k c  p c r l c c t  | t r r t r r g u e : ; c .  h i s

c ; : l ) l o ! - s .  h c  l ( ) l ( j  r n c .  i l r s i s t c t l  t t ) a l  h c

i i n s w c r  t h c  j o r r r n a l i s l ' s  ( l u c s t i o n s  i n

l - o n r r v c ,  a  l o c a l  l a n g u a g e ,  s o  t h a t  a

R e n r r r l o  i n t c r p r c ( e r  c o u l d  c c n s o r  h i s

a n s w c r s .

D c s p i t c  c e r r s c r r s h i p  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n

: r n o t h c r  A n r c r i c a n  . j o u r r r a l -
i s t ,  K a r l  M a i e r  _  1 y f i 1 . y

r c c c n t l y  c n d e d  a  f i v c - y e a r

a s s i g n r n c n t  i n  M o z a n r b i q u c

r v r i t i n g  f o r  t h c  I - o n d o n

Ir tdc l te t rdct r t  -  and I  have

t r i c d  s c v e r a l  t i n r e s  s i n c e
' l  

9 9 0  f o r  p c r n r i s s i o n  t c r

e n t e r ,  b u t  t h e s c  f o r m a l

requcsts havc bcen rc . jccted

a l l h o u g h  v e r b a l  i r - r v i t a t r o n s

c < r n t i n u e .  I t  l o o k s  a s  i f

R c n a m o  i s  a i r a i c l  t o  l e t

j o u r n a l i s t s  o r  a c a c l c m r c s

i n t o  i t s  z o n e s ,  u n l c s s  t h c y

a r c  r c g a r d e d  a s  a l r c a d y

s 1 ' n r p a t l r c t i c . ' l - h e  r l a j o r i t y

o l -  j o t r r t t a l i s l s  c r t t c r i r t g

R e l r a n r o ' s  
' l i b e  

r a t c c l  z o n c s '  h a v c  t h c r c -

l o t . c  l r e c n  c a r c l u l l y  c l r o s c n ,  a  n u l l b c r

bccausc c l f '  past  Rl rodcsian connect ior . rs .

S c v c r a l  l h a v c  i n t e r r v i c r v c d  k n o w  l i l t l c

o 1 '  t h c  c o n r p l c x i t i c s  o f  M o z a r n b i q u c

( o n c  p a r t i c u l a r  B r i l i s h  . j o u r n a l i s t  w i t h

R h o d c s i a n  c x p c r i c n c e  c o n t i r r u c d  t o  c a l l

N i o z a n r b i c a n  l o c a t i o n s  b y  t h c i r

[ ) r r r  tugucse c<l l r rn ia l  n i rnrcs) .

v i d e s  n r a r v e l l o u s ,  a l n r o s t  p h o t o - l i k e ,

d c s c r i p t i o n s  o f  w h a t  h e  s a w .  T a k o  h i s

v is i t  to  IVf r r r rumba[ : r  tou 'n in  Zam66zia

a f l c r  r c c i r p l u r c  f r o r r r  R c n a m o  o c c u p a -

E v e r y  u ' i n d o w ,  e v e r y  w i r r d o w  f r a m e ,

every door ,  every door  l rame,  evcry p iecc

o f  p l u m b i n g  o r  w i r i n g  o r  f l o o r i n g  h a d

bccn r ipped out  and carr ied arvay.  Evcry

piece of  macl r inery that  was rvc l l  bo l tcd

dorvt t  or  was too heavy for  a man to carry

-  \va lcr  putnps,  rnaize nt i l ls ,  thc gcncra-

t o r  i n  t h e  p o w e r  s t a t i o n ,  t h c  p u n r p s  o u t -

s i d c  t h c  g a s  s t a t i o n  -  l r a d  b e e n  a x c d ,

shot  s ler lgehanrmered,  s t r ippcd or  burncd

. . .  Thcre rvcrc ferv s igns of  bat t le  -  on ly

a  s p a t l c r  o f  b u l l c t  l r o l c s  i n  u , a l l s  a n d  p i l -

l a r s  -  b t r t  a  t h o u s a n d  r e l i c s  o f  a n n i l r i l a -

l ivc  f rcnzy:  cach t i lc  o f  rnos;r ic  snras l rcd.

c a c h  p a n c  o f  g l a s s - b l o c k  u ' a l l  p r r i n s t a k -

i n g l y  s h ; r l t c r e d .  l l  s ; r s  s )  s l c n r ; r l l c .  l l s \  -

c l t o l i c a l l y  n r c t i c u l o t r s  d c s l r u c t i o n .  T h e

o n l y  b u i l d i n g  i n  t o r v r r  r v i t h  i l s  r o o l '

tur t touc l lcc l  t , ; rs  thc chLrrc l t .  (pp.  |  |  -  12)

W h a t  F i n n c g a l t  r c p ( ) r t s  h c r e  i s  m u c l r

m o r c  t h a r r  s i n t p l c  l o o t i n g  o r  i n s t r u c -

t i o n s  t o  d c s t r t r l , a n y  s y ' r n b o l s  o f  t h c

s t a t e .  I t  p o i n t s  t o  a  d c c p e r  h a t r c d  o f  a l l

f o r n r s  o f  o u t s i d c  a u t h ( ) r i t y  a r r d  t h e

r e j c c f i o n  o f  a n y  i n d c p c n d e n t  c n t r e p r e -

n e u r s h i p  o r  n e w  c o m p r a d o r  c a p i t a l .

P inncgan's  obse rvat ion touchcs uporr

a wholc scr ies of  issucs.  nrnny of  thenr

i n t c r l i n k i n g  a n d  t o  d o  r v i t h  c u r r e n t

s p c c u l a t i o n  o v e l  f u t u r c  c l e c t o r a !  m a t h -

e m a t i c s .  I r t  R e n a r n o ' s  J u n c  1 9 8 9  c o n -

g r c s s  ( w h a t  t h e y  n o w  c a l i  t h e i r  f i r s t

congrcss,  a l though thc i r  f i rs t  congress

w a s  a c t u a l l y  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  1 9 8 2 )

p r i v a t e  c o m m c r c i a l  i n i t i a t i v c  r , r , a s  w c l -

c o n r c d  a s  t h c  e n g i n c  f o r  e c o n o m i c

g l o r v t h .  R e n a m o  a l s o  c o n r n r i t t c d  i t s e l f

t o  r c t l u c i n g  s l a t c  i n l c r v c n t i o n .  g i v i n g

p r i o r i t y  t o  t h c  l ' l e x i b l e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f

t l t e  c c o n o m y  a n d  t o  d c f c n d i n g  c o n r p e -

t i t i o n  a n d  f a v o u r i n g  p r i v a t e  i n i t i a t i v e .

O n  p a p e r  a t  l e a s t .

S i n c e  D c c e m b e r  1 9 9 0  g o v c n l m c n t

r c f o r n r s  h a v e  w e a k e n e d  t h e  c l ' f ' c c t  o f

t h i s  p o l i c y  a s  p r o p a g a n d a .  F r c l i r n o  h a s

t r i e d  t o  r € - a t l r a c t  c a p i t a l .  T h e  o l d  c o r n -

erc iur le .s  have at te mptcd in  many areas

t o  r c - c s t a b l i s h  t h c m s c l v e s ,  r e - v i t a l i s i n g

t h e i r  p a s t  l i n e a g c  a n d  c o n r m e r c i a l  n e t -

w o r k s .  S o n t e t i n r e s  t h i s  h a s  w o r k e d .

w i t h  b o t h  w a r r i n g  f a c t i o n s  b e i n g  p a i r l

t o  a s s i s t  t h c  e n t e r p r i s c .  B u t  i n  o t h e r s

l h e  c o n t e r c i a l l e s  h a v e  f o u n r l  t h e m -

s c l v e s  i n  d i r e c t  c o r n p c t i t i o r r  w i t h

Renarrno in tcrcsts  or  thosc of  a  govcrr r -

m c n t  o f f i c i a l .

R c n a n r o ' s  n e w  l i n c  s i n c e  r n i d - 1 9 9 2

i s  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  F r c l i r n o  h a s  d i t c h e t l

M a r x i s r n - L e n i n i s n r ,  i l  i s  a  h i g h l l ,  c 1 r 1 -

r u p t  r c g i n r c ,  c o n c c r n c < l  o n l y  w i t h  a c c u -

m u l a t i n g  w c a l t h  f o r  i t s  l c a c l c r s h i p ,  r e p -

r e s c n t i n g  g e t - r i c l r  c a p i t a l i s r l  r v i t l r  l i t t l e

c o l r c c r n  f o r  t h c  p c o p l e  .  A s  o n e  R e  n a r n o

s y m p a t h i s e r  p u t  i t  t o  m e  t h e  ( ) t h e r  d a y ,

i ts  a 
'gangstcr  

rcg inre ' .  This  is  a nra. jor

s h i f t ,  w h i c l r  w i l l  a t t r a c t  f a r  n r o r c

d o n r e s t i c  s y r n p a t h v  t l r l n  [ r l a n r i n g  i t  f o r

b e i n g  M a r . r i s t .  l t  w i l l  a l s o  n t a k e  t h e r

g c l v c r n n r e n t ' s  t a s k  n r o r e  r l i f f i c u l t  i n t e r -

t t a t i o n a l l y ,  a s  t h c  r c p o r t s  o l  g o v c r n t r t c n t

corrupt ion gr( )w.

O r r c e  a  c c a s c - l ' i r c  c o r r r c s  i r r l o  t r c i n g

( a n d  l c t  u s  h o p c  i t  w i l l  o r r  I  C ) c t o b e r ' )

R e n a r n o ' s  e l c c t o r a l  c a t r r p a i g n  i s  l i k c l l ,

t o  b e  t r v o - p r o n g c ( 1 .  W h i l e  I o c L r s i n g

m a i n l y  o r l  g o v c r n m e n t  c o r r u p l i o n ,  i t

r v i l l  a l s o  c l a i r n  t h a t  o n l y  a  v o t c  f ( ) r

R e n a m o  r v i l l  b r i n g  p c a c c .  A s  c i r l y  z r s

D e c c m b c r  1 9 9 0 ,  f o l l o r v i n g  t h e  p a r t i a l

R o n r e  c e a s o - f i r e  a g r e c n r c r r t ,  R c n a r n < r

u s c d  t h i s  I i n e  o f  a r g u r n c n t  i r r  c c n t r a l

M o z a n r b i q t r e .  l t  i s  a  c o l l b i n a l i o r r

w h i c h  c o u l c l  w c l l  b c  a  l l . c n a n . r o  v o t e

w i n r r c r  i n  N 4 a r r i c a  a n d  S o t a l a  p r o v i r r c c s

and par ts  of  Zant l " t (z i i r .

17
Rcnarno suppor tefs  norv spc i lk  a lo t

a t r o u t  t h c  s o - c a l l c d  N i c a l l s u a  o r

A n g o l a  f h c t o r s .  T h e i r  c y c s  a r c  c l o s c l y

focused on thc 29-30 Scptcrnt rcr  c lcc-

t i o n s  i n  A n g o l a ,  w h c r e  t h c  r e s t r l t  w i l l

f , J e v c r t h c l c s s ,  I r i n n c g a n  n r a k c s  u 1 r

I  \  f o r  u , h e r e  l r c  c l i d  n o t  g o  u , i t h  t h c

r l u a l i t v  o f  r e p t r r t i n g  < l t t  t l r o s c  a r c a s

w h c r e  h e  d i d .  l l i s  c y c  l i r r  d c t a i l  p r o -

A Complicated War: the i
Harrowing of Mozarnbiquei

by Wil l iam Finnegan I
University of Cali fornia Press I

(Berkeley),
344pp, $25.00 cloth, 17 Apri l  I992,r

0 520 07804 7

Mozambique: a War
Against the Peopte

by Hilary Andersson i
Macmil lan Press Ltd. (London),

195pp, f35.00 cloth, 7 August 1992;
0 333 56811 7
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b e  d e t e n n i n e d  n o t  o n l y  l r y  i d e o l o g i c a l ,

c t h n i c ,  c c o n o m i c ,  a n ( l  i n t i r n i d a t o r y  f a c -

l o r s ,  b u t  a l s o  b y  a  s i n r p l e  d c s i r e  t o  s e e  a

c h a r r g c  o f  g o v c r n m e  n t .  S i n c e  n t t  t h i r d

force h: rs  appcarcd in  Angola.  UNITA

i s  t h e  o n l y  a l t c r n a t i v c  t o  a  v o t e  f o r  t h e

g o v c r n n r e n t .  B t r t  L . l N l T A  i s  n o  R c n a m c r

i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  s t r u c t u r e  o r  i d c o l o g y .

A n g o l a  h i i s  n o t  c x p c r i c n c c d  t h c  w i d c -

s p r e a d  b r u t a l i t i e s  t b a t  h a v e  b c c o m e  t h e

r r a r k  o f  t h c  c o n l l i c t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  l h c

s o u t h c r n  M o z a r l b i c : r n  p r o v i l r c c s  o l

Nf  aputo t : r  Gaza.  Renanto wi l l  f ind fcw

v o t c r s  i n  { h e s e  a r c i r s .

l n  t h e  l i g h t  o f ' t h c  i n v o l v e m c n t  o f  t h c

C a t h o l i c  A r c h b i s h o p  o f  B c i r a .  D o t u

J a i n r c  ( i o n c a l v c s ,  ( h c  i s  a l s o  n r c d i a t o r

i r r  t h c  R o n r c  p c a c e  l a l k s )  i n  a  r l i s p u t e

o v c r  c h u r c h  l  i t u r g v  i n  t h c  c i l y ,

F i n n e g a n ' s  c h a p t e r  o n  B e i r a  m a k c s

c s p c c i a l l y  f a s c i n a t i n g  r c a d i n g .

C o n c a l v e s  w a n t s  t l l e  l i t u r g y  t o  b c  i n

l l r c  v c r n a c u l a r  N d a u ,  a l l l r o u g l r  a  l a r g e

p c r c c n t a g c  o f  t h c  c i t 1 , ' s  p o p u l a t i o n

s p e  a k  S c r r a .  
' f  

l r t :  i s s u c  h i r s  p r o t r p l c d

s ( ) n r c  u n r e s t  i n  l h c  s h a n t i c s ,  w i t l r  t h c

s ( ) \ ' c n l n r c n t  c 1 r - r i c t l 1 ,  c l a i m i r r g  t h a t  t l r i s

s h o r v s  t h a t  D o r . n . l  a i r n c  i s  l c a r r i n g

t o r v a r < l s  R c n a r r r o  I t ' l c l c r  I ) h I a k l n r a ,

r v h o  i s  a l s o  a  N < l a u  s p c a k c r .  D o n r

. l ; r i n r e  c l a i n r s  1 h : r t  i t  w a s  t h c  g t t v c r l r -

n l e n t ' s  c r l c ( ) t J r a g c n r c r l t  o f  s u c h  p c r c c l ) -

t i o n s  t h a t  h a s  n r a d e  t l r e  c h o i c e  o f  l i t u r -

g v  a n  e m o t i v e  i s s u e  i n  t h c  c i t y .  T h e

t r u t h  i s  e l u s i v c .  B u t  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t l r a t

G o n c a l v e s  h a s  p r e a c h e d  a g a i n s t  w h a t

he secs as the ncw get- r ich qt r ick or tho-

d o x y  t a k i n g  o v c r  i n  s o n r e  g o v e r n m e n t

c i r c l c s .  W l r c t h c r  R c n l m o  c a n  g a i n

f r o m  t h i s  a n d  w i n  v o t c s  i n  B c i r a  i s  s t i l l

u n c l c a r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  t h c  u n r e g i s t c r e d

o p p o s i t i o n  N a t i o n a l  C ) o n v e n t i o n  P a r t y

( P C N )  h a s  b c e n  m a k i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t

g a i n s  i n  t h c  c i t y  i n  t h c  l a s t  s i x  n r o n t l t s

w l r i c h  c a n  o n l y  b e  a t  R e n a n r o ' s

cxpcnse.

( 1  o  h u s  R e n l n t o  h c n c l i ( c d .  i n  r r n  e l c c -

L J t o r i r l  s c n s c .  l r o r t t  t l r i s  c r u e l  w i t r ,

r v l r i c h  i t  h a s  r v a g c d  s i n c e  1 9 7 7 ?

A l t h o u g h  i t  w z r s  c r e a t e d  t r y  t h c

R h o d e s i a n s  a n c l  t a k c r r  o v e r  b y  S o u t h

A f r i c a n  i n t e l l i g e  n c e ,  i t  i s  n o w  c l e a r  t h a t

i t  v e r y  r a p i d l y '  t o o k  o r r  a  M o z a m b i c a n

d i n r c n s i o n  a s  w e l l .  l t  i s  a l s o  a p p a r c n t

t h a t  R e n a n r o  v i o l c n c e  i n c r c a s c c l  a s  o u t -

s i d c  s u p p o r t  d i m i n i s h c d .  l r t  s o n r c  a r c a s

p c a s a n t s  a n d  o t h c r s  t a l k  r e a s o n a b l y

l v c l l  o f  i r  { i r s t  l t c n : r r l r r ,  c o n r p l a i n i n g

b i t t c r l y  o f  a  l a t c r  b a s t a r c l i s c d  v c r s i o r . r .

lnsuf f ic ic .nt  rcscr t rch has [ rcct r  dr tnc so

f a r  o n  t h i s  t o  r e a c l . r  a n 1 ,  f i r m  c o n c l u -

s i o n .  B u t  r e j e c t i o n  o {  t h c  r c b e l s  d o c s

a p p r : a r  t o  b c  o n  t h c  i n c r c a s c .  K c n

W i l s o n ,  C h r i s t i a n  G e f f r e y  a n d  n r y s e l f ,

amongst  others,  are f ind ing that  re jec-

t i o n  b e c a m e  n r o r e  p r o n o u n c c d  i n  t l r e

I a t e  1 9 8 0 s .

T h e  o v e r - r i d i n g  w i s h  i n  t h c  r u r a l

areas now is  for  pcace.  But  the prob-

l e m s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d  w a r f a r e  a n d

a c c e s s  t o  g u n s  a r e  w i d e s p r e a d .

F i n n c g a n  c i t e s  a  M o z a m t r i c a n  s a y i n g :
' A  g u n  i s  y o u r  m ( ) n c y ;  i t ' s  a  s y s t c m ' .

A n d e r s s o n  s a y s  ( p . 1 6 9 ) :  
' l t  w o u l d  b e

h a r d  t o  i m a g i n e  a  c o u n t r y  o f  o v c r  1 5

m i l l i o n  p c o p l e ,  o f  w h o m  m h n y  h a v e

l i v c d  l i v e s  o f  w a r ,  a n d  s u r v i v c d  b y

l o o t i n g  t h c i r  e n e n r i e s  a n d  c i v j l i a n s  f o r

t l rc  last  t rvo c lccades,  set t l ing l  down to

p c a c e  a n d  d e n r o c r a c y  w i t h  a n y  s p e e d

w h i l e  w c a p o n s  c o n t i n u c  t o  h c  r e a d i l y

a v a i  I  a b l e . '

W l r i l c  t l r i s  i s  a s  l r u e  r r f  R c n a n r o ,  a s  i t

i s  o f  r n o s t  b a n d i t  g r o u p s ,  i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e

a t r o u t  t h e  g o v c n r m e n t ' s  a r n r e d  f o r c e s .

T o  t h o s c  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  w e a p o n s ,  t h e

w a r  g i v c s  p r e s t i g c  a n d  w c a l t h .

A l t h o u g h  a  D t ' c l a r a t i o r r  o f  l n t e n t  w a s

s i g n c d  b y  D h l a k a r n a  a n d  P r e s i d c n t

C l r i s s a n o  i n  R o n r e  o n  7  A t r g u s t  c o m -

n r i t t i n g  t h e m  t o  s i g n  a  c e a s e - f i r c  o n  
' l

O c t o t r c r .  o p c r a t i o n u l  c o m n r a h d c r s  o n

b o t h  s i d c s  n r a y  w c l l  b e  r c l r j c t a n t  t o

o l r c v .  C o v c r n r r t c l r t  f o r c c s  a r e  t l t c n t -

s c l v c s  r c s p o n s i b l c  l o r  s o m e  o f  t h e  v i o -

l e n c e  a g a i n s t  c i l ' i l i a n s .  F i n n e g a n  g i v e s

a n  e x a m p l c ,  w h c n  a  n r a n  i n  a  b a r  t o l d

him (p.  221) :  " f l tcy do i t .  And they are

the most  dangcrcus,  becausc they don' t

w a n t  t o  l e a v e  w i t n e s s c s ,  s o  t h e y  t r y  t o

k i l l  e  v e r y o n e .  T h e  m a s s a c r e  o n  t h e

T h i r d  o f  F e t r r u a r y  -  t h a t  w a s  s o l -

d i  c r s '  .

W i t h  t h e  w i d c s p r e a d  h u n g e r  i n

Mozambique,  i t  wi l l  be in ' rpor tant  to  set

u p  s c h e m e s  t o  b u y  u p  t h e  s u r p l u s

weaponry once a ccase- f i re  is  s igned.

F o o d ,  h o e s  o r  s c e d s  f o r  g u n  s c h e m e s

c o u l d  b c  s u c c c s s f u l  i f  i r n p l e n r e n t e d

q u i c k l y ,  c s p e c i a l l y  i f  f o o d  a i d  i s  f l o o d -

et l  i r r to  t l re  counl ry  and rc lat ive ly  cvcn-

l y  d i s t r i b u t e d .  T h i s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t

t h e  i n c c n t i v c  t o  p i l l a g e  f o r  f o o d  h y

f o r c c  o f  a r m s  i s  u n d e r n r i n e d .  A  f a i l u r e

t o  d o  t h i s  c o u l r l  a l s t r  h a v c  a  s c r i o u s

a f f e c t  o n  n c i g h b o u r i n g  s t a t c s ,  p a r t i c u -

l a r l y  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  T h c  e n d  o f  c o n f l i c t

in  Angola produced a nrass ive increasc

i n  w c a p o n r y  c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  N a n r i b i a ,

n r o v i n g  d o w n  t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a  f o r  s a l c

a s  w c l l .  M o z a r n h i q u c ,  s o  m u c h  c l o s e r ,

r v i l l  b e  a  s o u r c e  o f  e v e n  c h c a p c r

w c a p o n s  f l o o d i n g  i n l o  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s

tcrwnshios for  a fcw Rand.

18
- f l r c  

t a s k  o f  r c c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n

M o z a m b i q u c  i s  e n o r n r o u s .  B o t h  b o o k s

p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  c r r o r n r i t y  o f

t h e  t a s k  a h c a d  i n  r c h a b i l i l a t i n g  a  t r a u -

m a t i s c d  p c o p l c ,  e n d i n g  g u n  c u l t u r c  a n d

r c b u i l d i n g  a  d c v a s t a t e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r c .

S c ( t l e n r e n t  p a t t c r n s  a n d  c v c n  v e n r i r c u -

l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r c ,  h i t v e  a l s o  b c c n

c h a n g c d  t r y  t h e  w a r .  A n d e r s s o t r  n o t i c e s

h o r v  d e c p l y  t h e s c  s c a r s  o f  w a r  p c n c -

t r a t e .  S h c  w r i t e s :

W a l k i n g . t l r r o u g h  a  b l a c k  t o w n s l t i p  i n

S o u t h  A f r i c a .  s o m e ( h i n g  s ( r a n g e  s ( ) ( ) n

becamc apparent  to  me.  Sonrc of  thc huts

h a d  n o  r v i n d o w s  . . .  I  a s k e d  a  l o c a l  p r i e s t

w h y  p c o p l c  w o u l d  b u i l d  s o l i d  u n b r o k e n

q , a l l s  t o  t h e i r  h o t ,  s m o k e - l l l l e d  a n d  u n l i l

h u t s .  H c  r e p l i e d  s i n r p l l ' t h a t  t h e y  w e r c

N' lozambicans.  On qucsl ion ing the inhatr -

i l a n t s  i t  l r a n s p i r e d  n o l  l l t a t  i t  w a s  a  t r a d i -

t i o n  o f  s o m e  k i n d ,  h u t  q u i t c  t h e  o p p o s i t e .

T h c y  h a d  b u i l t  t h c i r  h u t s  l i k c  l h i s  i n  t l r c i r

v i l lagc in  Mozanrbic lue so as to prov ide

c x t r a  s e c u r i t y  a g a i n s (  R e n a m o  a t t a c k s .

T h e y  h a d  b c c o m c  a c c u s t o n r c d  t o  l i v i n g

t h i s  w a y ,  a n d ,  o n c e  r e f u g e e s ,  c o n t i n u e d

I i v i n g  t h i s  w a y  o u t  o f  h a b i t .  l t  a l s o  n r a d e

t h e m  f c e l  s a f e r  f r o m  t h e  h o s t i l e  S o u t h

A f r i c a n  o f f i c i a l d o m  . . .  l t  r c p r e s e n l s  t h e

everyday tcr ror  wi th  which these pcople

l i v e .  ( p . 8 1 )

Few people i f  ar ry  fu l l1 , ,  t tnderstand

h o w  t h e  c i v i l  w a r  i n  M o z a n r b i q u e

d c v c l o p c c l  i n t o  \ \ , h a t  i t  i s  n o r v .  S o n t e

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  D c f c n c e - F o r c e  ( S A D F )

o l - f i c i a l s  m a y  i r r d c e d  u n c l c r s t a n d  t h e

d y n a n r i c s  u p  t o  t h c  n r i d - 1 9 8 0 s  b c t t e r

t h a n  n r o s t  o f  u s .  R c a d i n g  F i n n e g a n  o r

A n d c r s s r r n  h c l p s  t o  f o c u s  a l t e t l t i o n  o n

t l r c  s i z e  o f  t l t c  c a l a t t r i t y  w l r i c h  h : r s

b e f a l l c n  N 4 o z a m b i q u c .  D
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