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The South African Defence
Force delivered weapons to
Mozambican guer i l las  and
brought rebels to South Afri
ca  fo r  t ra in ing  las t  year ,
possibly without the aPProv-
a l  o f  Pres ident  de  K le rk 's
Government, according to a
reDor t 'bv  the  US Defence
inielligerice Agency (DIA).

" South Africa has rePeatedlY
sa id  i t s  suppor t  lo r  Renamo
was wound down alter the Nko
mati accord with Mozambique
in 198{.

lle US Defence Department
cd$uded that arms were still
bdry shipped to Renamo bY the
SAE a f te r  in te r rogat ing  a

'SADF supplied Renamo last year'
rebel deserter in March 1991,
who laid out deLails of weaPons
drops end his own training in or
neai the Kruger National Park.

ln its assessmcnt of the inter'
rogation, obtained by The lnde
pendent, the DIA also paints a
pitiful picture of a child brough!
to South Africa at the age of 10
to learn to kill.

The deserter, identified onlY
as Macuacua. is norP 18. Ile fled
Renamo during an attack along

the Limpopo corridor, where a
c e a s e l i r e  i s  s u P p o s e d l Y  i n
elfecL

The DIA bcgins i ts rePort
witb a simple rummarY: "As
late es February 1991, South
Alr ican hel icopters del ivered
erms end ammunition to Rena'
mo in southern Mozembique".

The drop was made to a Ren-
amo base at Mapulanguene in
Gaza province.

'The equipment delivered by

the helicopters included smrll
arms and ammunition lor AK-
{7s, FN rifles with ammunition.
60 mm morters with ammuni-
tion, and grenades.

Unnotieed

"Macuacua said the grenades
had some type of throwing de-
vlce.

"The bel icopter sas en un-
marked civilian helicopter pi-
loted by two white pilots. The

helic.optcr elso picked up Rena-
mo members who \tere Soing
lor special eommando training
in  South  At r i ca . . .  Macuacua
said that because of these deii-
verics, his bese did not have
material or emmunition short-
ages," the DIA says.

The DIA questions wby the
SADF still arms Renamo, and
how this could go unnoUced by
a higher authority. It does not
o f fe r  answers  bu t  sa id  tba t

while Mozambique rays i t  ac-
cepB the South AJrican Govern-
ment's good laith in claiming it
do€s not support Renamo, Ma-
puto hueves the SADF, ignor-
ing tle politicians' peace with
Mozambique 's  once-Marx is t
government, continues supply-
ing the rebels.

The DIA interrogator, identi-
fied as RO, describes Macuacua
as an unassuming boy, and a
simple but sincere footsoldier.

'Macuacua did not strike RO
as a boy with a vivid imagina-
t i o n  w h o  w o u l d  d r e a m  u p
sbries of South African support
to Renamo, or who could be
coached into telling the story he
rold," the report said.

Macuacua was brought  to
South Afr ica in 198{ aged 10,
rit.h about 70 boys of the same
age, in a camouflaged military
bel icopter mounted with ma-
chine guns. He was turned into
a boy soldier.

"Looking into his mind wa
like trying to piece together a
compliceted j igsaw puzzle . .  .
And it is evident he has led a
sheltered but violent eristence."
the DIA report says.

"Maeuacua himself erplained
the utility and rationale of why
Renamo uses young boys as
footsoldiers when RO asked Ma-
cuacua i f  his father had also
been a  so ld ie r .  He answered
that Renamo does not use manv
adults to fight because they ari
not good fighters. He said kids
have more stemina, are b€tter
at surviving in the bush, do not
e o m p l a i n  a n d  f o l l o w  d i r e c -
t i o n s . "  -  T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t
News Service.


