
SA nelps probe 'chemical attack'
MAPUTO -  An SA medical
tearn arr ived in  Maputo
yesterday to eramine Mo
zambican soldiers said to
have d ied f rom erposure to
poison tas fo l lowing an at -
tach on a Renarno base.

SA t rade representat ive
i n  M r p u l o  D a w i d
Lautrscher  conf t r tned yes-
terday SA was help ing in
the rnvcst i ta t ion as par t  o f
assrstance prov ided by the
Jornt  Secur i ty  Commiss ion.

The nrat ter  was a lso d is-
cussed i r t  a  mect ing held by
t l rc  cunrr r r lss ion last  wccI
$ i th  SA represented by
a r n ) y  c o n ) m a n d e r  G e n
George Meir ing.

ln  the inc ident ,  which
took p lace in  mid 'January
at  l r lacaene,  lOkm f rom the
t h e  K r u g e r  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,
a n  a r r r l y  u n l t  w a s  a l t a c k e d
a l t e r  d r i v i n g  R e n a n t o
forces f rorr r  a  basc at
N g u n g w e ,  l , 5 k n r  f r o n r  t h e
p a r k ' s  b u r d c r  u n d  r u u g h l y
o n  t h e  s a r n c  l r n e  r : l  l a t r t u d c
a s  [ ) i c t c r s b u r g
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f rlr'r coxEr I
A wi tness in terv iewed by

Reuters in  Maputo last
week said a proJectile trad
erploded between 50m-?5m
overhead,  re leasing a dense
cloud of  b lack smoke.

S I M O N  B A R B E R  r e -
por ts  l ronr  \ { lashlngton thot
d ip lomat ic  sources say 20
sold iers d ied and many
more had to be hospitalised
af ter  the at tack.

SA involvement  was "one
of  the angles that  ls  being
studied" .  a  IJS of f ic ia l  sa id.
but  added that  the use of
chern ica l  agents had yet  to
be conf i rmed.

Washington sources say
Mozantb ique has thus far
avoided point ing a f inger  at
SA,  and b larnes the inc ident
sole ly  on Renarno.

But  Laubscher ,  who lnct
Mozambican officials yes-
terday,  sa id he doubted that
Renamo was respt lns ib le
b e c a u s e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n

chemical  war fare would

ser iously  a l fect  iLs d ip lo-
mat ic  rc la t ions at  a  t i l l lc
w h c n  i t  w a s  g a i n i n g  i n t e r -
nr t lonal  rcspcc( .

In  addi t ion,  peace ta lks
in Ronre had reached a del i -
cate s tage and Renamo and
Mozarnblque were c lose to
s igning a protocol  which
would resolve pol i t ica l  d i f -
fcrerrces.

u S a p a - A P  y e s t c r d a y  c a r -
r ied a repor t  by Mozam-
bique's  nat ior ra l  news agen-
c y  A I M  s a y i n g  t h a t
Renarno rebels  k i l led l8
people in  suburbs near  Ma-
puto on Tuesday.


