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army exchan@e gunfire btsiqt
^\1APL'TO - Ilozambican troops and police-
men exchanged gunfire on .\londav in the
northern }lozambir-an citl' of Nampula, the
I laputo  da i l r '  \ ' o t i r ias  repor ted  on
\\'ednesdav.

The incident began rvhen the police officers
demanded to see. as thev are entitled to, the
identi f icat ion documenls of a soldier belong-
ing to a rnilitarl contingent hired to protect
the propenv of Nanrpula private transport
o$-ners.

The strldier refused to identifl himself and
the policemen then suggested that the shoes
he rr'as rvearing lidentical to those issued to
the police force) had been stolen.

The police demanded the soldier accom-
panl ' them Io the nearest pol ice stat ion. The
man refused to ober'. then phvsicallv attacked
one of the pol icemen.

The.police then drew their pistols and fired
rvarning shots into the air. 

-I'his 
alened other

sol,liers nearbv who rushed ro support thcir
colleague. guns at the ready.

In the shoot-out, the police were cutnum-
bered and fled. They were chased by the sold-
iers to the Nampula provincial police
headquaiters.

Dur ing  the  shoot ing ,  an  innocent
bvstander, a 16 year old girl, was serious,!
lvounded and is currently under intensive care
in Nampula hospital. It was not clear from
the repon whether rhe bullet thar hir her had
been fired by a policeman or a soldier.

The police command says he is invesrigar-
ing the matter. Soldiers have behaved in an in-
disciplined manner on manv occassion in
Nampula this vear. - liana-Aim-Pana


