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[Textf  In addi t ion to Renamo [Mozambique Nat ional
ResistanceJ act iv i t ies,  there are people who have taken
advantage of  the war to carry out armed robber ies in
many parts of the country. An example comes from
Chimoio.

Soon after the Rome accord came into effect, whereby
Renamo agreed not to at tack the Beira and Limpopo
corr idors,  there were reports of  armed men wearing
civ i l ian c lothes ambushing cars on the Maforga-Sengo
stretch of  Nat ional  Highway No. 6.  The raiders threat-
ened to k i l l  dr ivers who refused to give them money.
Many ci t izens le l l  prey to the new bandi ts who were
reasonably assumed to be Renamo men, for  the lat ter
have commit ted the most odious cr imes without paral le l
in the history of  humanity.

Meanwhi le,  the s i tuat ion on that road stabi l ized some-
what,  leading people to bel ieve that vandal ism had been
thwarted. However,  some months later,  vandal ism
returned to that  h ighway. Armed men posing as Renamo
bandits have carr ied out barbar ic act ions on that road,
f i r ing at  those who tr ied to escape. The most common
demand heard from the assailants is: Give me money.
Those who re  fuse  lo  conrp ly  a re  th rea tened w i th  death .
V ic t i rns  o I  lhese ra ids  i r rc lude tax i  d r ivèrs  t rave l ing  on
the  Be i ra -C l r i rno io  road.

Peop le  be l ieve  tha t  the  ra i<Jers  car ry  weapons tha t  cannot
be  accounted  fo r .  We har l  bc t te r ,  lhere fore ,  tnck le  th is
s i tua t ion ,  o therw ise  t ra ÍT ic  on  tha t  impor tan t  h ighway
might  come to  a  ha l t .  l f  the  v iews expressed by  loca l
res idents  a re  lo  be  taken ser ious ly ,  the  ra iders  a re  no l ,  in
fac t ,  RenaÍno  arn led  band i ts .  Thus ,  a  log ica l  ques t ion
must  be  ra ised:  What  i s  the  source  o f  the  weapons be ing
used to  th rea ten  our  l i ves?  Why has  ac t ion  no t  been
taken aga ins l  a  s i tua t ion  tha t  appears  to  be  easy  to  dea l
wi th? Let the powers that  be answer.


