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Secrets of
Renamo's
ivory trade
uncovered

TRADING ivory for anri-asaft
mi$ilc! and slling sfrugglcd
emi-prdioa srorc! in wdhiog-
ton DC wcra amoog thc $h€m6
drcamcd up bv lhc Mdambiquc
Natiodd R6ish@ (R.namo)
acbcl! to lino@ thc( potdcd
waa agaidt Prddant Joaqurm
Chisno's g@cmmcot.

Evidcn@ of thc pianncd t6N-
lclroG hd adcrgcd from mo.c
than 2m dcuoenb €p(urcd by
thc gdcmmcn( afry on l8 April
wico lt@ps ovcmd wnat wa oc-
snbcd d a rebci 'prcsidcnnai
be" ar Nhadagoda, ln (hc en-
tral prwtnca of Soiala, Th. tntre-
p.ndenr gabcd accry lo the dm-
meng which 66Bt maioly of
radio nesges and lettcB in Por-
tlgues scnt to adcl ftom
Renamo's leadcr, Afom
Dhiak m4 liom Dd-1987 to carlv
1989. The nesS€ t-c6 on r
widc Bn8c of topi6 rnciuding
tEae negot€!oB. baitlcticld ..-
por6 inslde M@mbique iqd
neighbounng Zimbabwe. rnd m
tac6 w(h thc governments df Mr-
lawr and Kenva.

Renamo's .elations with thc
Maia*lan scrct police dnd Ihe
KcnF( govammcdt ue al5o dc-
lailed in lhe prpc6. A ieser Df
Januarl, 1989 $rd rhar Vu
Lungu, a Maiawran sqct poli@
agent. cGordinared aid to the
rebets and that (hc Malawian gov-
emmena demandad lhat Renaoo
halt attlcks on a rariwiv whrch
links Malawr !o thc Iodian trean
pof, of Nacal& tn Augus. i989.
Mr Dhlakama &nounc.d a uni-
lateral cedeliie on the Nacah
rulwav.

Correspondence in S{ay i988
lrofr Renlmo s exlemai rcpresn-
tativd r*cal tha! Daotal rrap
Moi, Kenya's Prddenr, had rn-
vircd Mr Dhlakma to visit Kenya
and hxd profrlsd to prcvide p6-
pofis and air tickets. Naircbi h6
stronSiy deni.d rcp,lds tha( it ardr
the reb€l movcmeol thouqh
W6tem diplomaB and l{oambi-
€n oaticials bciicle thar Kenva
hs provided Renumo with utF
forms and m(l{ad (raiding,

The rrdio mesgs derling
with mrl i tary ma(cF also bel ie Vr
Dhlakaaa's claim that hls guer
rrlla amy ts no{ responsrble lbr
arcrrrcs agarnst cryilians. On t7
Junc 1988. Moiss Machava, a Ec-
tnnchici  in l {anica provrnce. Fnr
Yr Dhlakaha a msagc abou!
opemlions insldc Zimbab*e:
''TRo groups of Machee spcoal
forces went wth (erroflsm mrs-
r ions roro thc intcr ior of  Zimba-
b*€. One Sroup hclded by group
commrnder Ricordo Olivelra
wcn( wrrh l0 soldE6. On 16 July
1988 thcv killed five elernenrs of
rhc popuhtron and burned down
l: holses. '


