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Taktng the threat oJ reglonal destabützaüon serÍouslg, a threat at
ushose source ltes the Renamo, the authorlt{es in Harare haue decíded to
consolldate thetr mlllteru strenath on the border ulth Mozantblque and to
retryforce dlsctpllne tn camps where Mozamblcan reJugees are lodged at
Ngamattkttt, Mazowe RÍuer Brldge. Ngamgombe and Tongogara. For
seueral months ln Jact, the Renamo has made an Increaslng number oJ
murderous ratds ln Zlmbabtue. The Mozamblcan rebels haue euen used
Ztmbabusean terrttorg es a base from uhtch theg launch thelr attacks on
targets Ín Mozamblque utlthout the armA being able to preuent them
effecttuelg. Accordlng to a report Jrom the mtlttaru authortttes, recentlg
submltted to Presldent Robert Mugab4 most attacks carrled out bg the
Mozamblcan rebels on the plpeltne and the rallwag llne whlch ltnk
Mutare (south eo,st oJ Harare) wtth the Moza"mbtcan port oJ Belra, LDere
organlzed wtth the help oJ Mozamblcan refuqees In the camps Ín
Zlmbqbtue.

But the most sensitÍue problem ts the relatiue aoodwW shorun to the
Renamo bg the ulllagers ln the south east oJ Zlmbabwe, notablg tn the
Chtptnqe dtstrtct. It has become appa"rent that thts local compllcltg has
gone a long waA ln hlndertng the efforts made bg Harare to preuent the
attacks bg Mozamblcan rebels on lts terrttory. In a report canled out ln
Nouember 1990 Ín the border zone, the "Maníca Post", a. weeklg
publtcatlon edtted ln Mutare, ctted the admlnlstrator oJ the Chlplnge
dlstrlct, ChrÍs ChÍngosho, who so,ld that there was no solld colluslon
between the local people and the arrnA because oJ íts strong tíes lutth the
Renamo.

'l 'he resld.erús oJ Chlplrwe dlstrlct speak Ndau, Jr.rst ilke theJowtdlnq
core oJ the Renamo wlto hall Ji'om the Mozamblca.n proulnce oJ SoJaIa.
Thús dlstrlct constttutes furthermore, a poltttcat spec!ficítg oJ Zímbabwe as
Ít ús the onlg constltuencg not controled bg Presídent Robert Mugabe's
partA, the Zímbabwe Afrlcan Natlonal Uníon (ZANU-PF) tuhtch, ln
December 1989, urCIs rejoi.ned bg Joshua Nkomo'sJollowers whoJormed
the Ztmbabwe AJrtcan People's Unlon (ZAPU). Durlng the March 1990
electlons, the Chlplnge electors uoted Jor the ZANU-Ndongo. ca.ndldates,
the partg led bg Jormer nattona"ltst leader, Nd.abanüngÍ SÍthole, todag tn
extle. The town oJ Mutare, a ltttle further north along the border with
Mozambíque ís also ín a state of potentlal fronde. Former mtnlster under
Robert Mugabe u.;ho hqs become a. Jlerce opponent sÍnce he Jounded the
Ztmbabwe Unltg Mouenrcrú (ZUM), Edwo,rd Tekere, won a seat here.

As a punÍshment Jor thelr tnablltty to preuent locql people Jrom
Jraternízlng ulth the Renamo, the admtnlstrattue leaderfor the dtstrlct oJ
Chtplnge, Chrts Chtngosho and the local mllttarA commander haue been
remouedJrom tlrclrJunctlons and replaced. At the beglnnlng oJ Ii'ebruerA,
Zlmbabwean armlt relnforcements were moued towqrds Chlptnge Jrom
Mutare.


