
Malawi route under
Renamo contÍol?

SOME units of the Mozam-
bique National Resistance
(MNR) operating along this
border area are said this week
to have taken effective control
of the vital Nyamapanda-
L i l o n g w e h i g h w a y - a d e .
velopment, it is understood,
tha t  was  ca lcu la ted  to
strengthen the rebel move-
ment's bargaining hand in the
on-going peace negotiations
with the Frelimo government.

At the same time, members
of the rebel units reportedly
have said that only Mozambi-
can registered vehicles can be
assured of safe passage through
the 358 km highway they now
reportedly control between the
Z imbabwe-Malawi  border
posts.

In  in te rv iews a t  the
Nyamapanda border posr,
Mozambican truck drivers said
they had been stopped on
severaÌ occasions this week
aÌone by members of the rebel
movement. The drivers said
that the; had been guaranteed
safe pãssage as long as they did
not travel in convoy with non-
Mozambican registered vehi-
cles - particularly Zimbabwe:
on and Malawian registered
vehicles.

"These people are very seri-
ous about what they are say-
ing," said one driver. who
works for the Mozambican-
based TransCarga hauliers. .,I

waE sÌopped twice this morn-
ing between Tete and this
border posÌ. On borh occa-
sions, they told me that I had
nothing to fear because we
were one and the same people.
It's the Zimbabweans tirey are
panicularly úer. But as üings
stand, I would warn anvone
who isn't Mozambican .gái.rrt
usins this road."

Tie cr,rre.,t siruation was
precipitated by an MNR attack
last week on a convov of Zim-
babwean registered trucks near
Tete in Mozambique. Two
Zimbabwean drivèrs were
ki l led in the ambush and the

Malawi's lifeline, the 385 kilometre hell-run
from Nyamapanda in north-east Zimbabwe
through the MNR infested Tete province of
Mozambique, to Lilongwe, has been dis-
rupted since the bandits attacked a trans-
port convoy last week. Farai Makotsi visit-
ed Nyamapanda this week, and now reports:

whereabouts of five other
drivers are still unknown.

The current situation arose
less than one month after the
Frelimo government and the
MNR signed a panial cease-
Íìre. The terms of the ceasefire
called for the Zimbabwe Na-
tional Army, which in the pãsr
had escorted convoys of Zim-
babwean trucks along the Tere
road to and from the Malawi
border. to withdraw.

"The MNR has always com-
plained that had it not been for
the presence of the ZNA in
Mozambique the long drawn-
out war wouÌd have ended long
ago," said another TransCarl
ga driver, who spoke in halt-
ing Shona. "First, they didn'r
like the presence of the ZNA,
now they iust don't want to see
any Zimbabweans. k's as sim-

Botsusana registercd tntcks parhed in Herare. They werc d.estined lot Malazai"

ings as part of retaliatory ac-
tions each time their bases in
Mozambique were overrun by
ZNA units.

By taking conrrol of the
highway the MNR has lefi its
strategy open to speculation.
Some political observers are
convinced that the MNR

leadership wanrs to control
more ground before it Íìnally
sits down at the negotiating ta-
ble. Others suggesr that úe
MNR leadership has lost con-
trol over some of its units and
that recent ceasefire agreement
violations might have not beén
sanctioned by rhe leadership
itself.

In Harare, â great ,.rrr. oi
desperation is reportedly build-
ing up among those in the
transpon and haulage business.

" rü7e are very much in the
dark and we are bombarded
every day with unverifiable in-
formation and speculation on
what happens next;" said one
transport manager in Harare.

Meanwhile, Mr Chris Not-
ley, an offìcial with the Beira
Côrridor Group, said this week
that transporters were para-
Ìysed. Unti l  rhe situarion
changes, he said that the only
alternative for Malawi-bound
truckers was to go through
Zambia.

"It's the only alternative
there, bdt it is going to be too
costÌy," Mr Notlev said"

frnQ,ú
iqrftt

p le  as  thar . "
Meanwhile, the 150 vehicles

that used to cross the border
into Mozambique daily up ro
two weeks ago were nowhere in
some MNR bandits had told
that arrived at the border post
soon made U-turns and head-
ed back with rheir cargo.

"V'e are nor lambling with
our lrves rn srtuations like
Ìhese," said one Zimbabwean
trucker as he prepared to make
the three-hour íournev back to
Harare.

An officiai ar the immigra-
tion-office at the border post
confirmed that since Sundav
no Zimbabwean truckers haá
crossed the border.

"As far as we're concerned.
the bolder is open ro *yoné
who wishes to go. But that de-
cision to cross is taken bv the

individuals who want to make
the journey," said the official.

Malawian truck drivers ap-
pear to have been thrown into
Ìhe same predicament as that
facing Zimbabweans. While
Àlozambican truckers inter-
viewed said that Malawians
.were not regarded with the
same hosrility as the Zimbab-
weans, none of tÌrem, however,
was prepared to take a chance.

Villagers said that since the
ceasefire agreement there had
been a lull in MNR activities
in the area. They said that
sight this week. The few that
arrived at the border posr soon
made l-l-turns and headed back
with their cargo.

In the Nyahuku area, about
20 km north of the border
post, one woman said, , . I 'm

glad our soldiers pulled our of
there. I hope they are noÌ com-
ing back because if they do
that, rhen the bandits will

. come back here to kill our
people. "

Before the panial ceasefire
was pur into effect, the Nya-
huku area had gained notorie-
ty for MNR acrivirv. Several
families were killed and villases
destroyed in MNR atracËs.
wirh the rebels using the ki l l -


