Bandit base overrun on South

African border

Continued South African support for the Renamo
bandits was once again nakedly exposed when,
* on 14 May, the Mozambican armed forces stormed
a bandit base at Ngungwe, just one and a half
kilometres from the South African border.

This base, in a mountainous part of Magude
district, about 180 kilometres north-west of
Maputo, was used as a centre to distribute weapon-
ry from South Africa to Renamo units operating in
the southern three provinces of Maputo, Gaza and
Inhambane.

The bandits had bullt a dirt road from Ngungwe
to the border along which this military equipment
could pass.

The base fell after heavy bombardment by the
Mozambican air force and heavy artillery. At least
12 bandits were killed in the fighting.

When Mozambican journalists flew into Ngungwe
a few days after its capture, Mozambican troops
were visibly overjoyed, knowing that they had
scored a significant victory over the bandits and
their paymasters.

. The Ngungwe base covered some four square
kilometres in an area rich in agricultural potential.
The hundreds of huts in the base were used, not

only to deposit weapons, but also as a makeshift
hospital for wounded bandits.

Around the base were flelds of ripening maize,
cultivated by peasant familles held captive by
Renamo.

Throughout the base could be observed posses-
sions looted from local people - including motor-
bikes (none in working order}, chairs, sheets of zinc
roofing, and various domestic utensils.

The bandit hospital used some of this stolen
roofing and other material brought in from South
Africa. When AIM reporters reached the hospital, all
that was left were some bedposts, a few crutches,

‘and a partially destroyed stretcher. "This is where

the wounded bandits were treated", commented a
Mozambican officer.

The hut where the bandit commander, known as
"Varreia”, had lived was destroyed in the artillery
bombardment. Many other huts inside the camp
suffered the same fate, leaving a desolate
panorama.

During the assault a significant number of ban-
dits fled from the base to take refuge inside South
Africa. It Is believed that this group has been reor-
ganising itself in attempts to recapture Ngungwe.
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Certainly in the week following
base, the bandits launched five counter-attacks,

but all were quickly driven back.

Capt Lazaro Menete, who commanded the opera-
tion, denied that the Mozambican armed forces had
violated the South African border tn pursuit of the

fleeing bandits.

He insisted that both the aeriel and artillery bom-
bardments had been directed against bandit posi-
tions inside Mozambique, thus implicitly denying

:capture of the

allegations made by South African Defence Minister
General Magnus Malan, according to which Mozam-
bican aircraft had violated South African airspace.

"The base is under our control, but there are still
mopping-up operations going on nearby”,
another officer.

The Mozambican forces believe that there will be
further Renamo attempts to retake Ngungwe, and
that there are probably still large quantities of arms
buried in and around the base.
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this inviiation. but was
recetved by President Chis-
sang in Maputo, und on his
departure was given the use of
the internadional airport's vip
lounge, usually reserved for
nunisters and other senior of-
fictals. .
Vilanculos was a mamber of
Frelimo in the 1960s, but left
ihe liberation movement in
1969, and for the following 21
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Bitter rivalry between Vilan-
culos and the then Renamo
representauive Luds Serapide
spilled over into bizarre ac-
cusations and counter-ac-
cusations in the leters pages
cof the right-wing Washington
Times newspaper, as different
American conservative groups
iined up behind each of the twa
men. Serapiao’s supporlers ac-
cused Vilanculos of working
for the Mozambican 3ecurity
Services, Nase, while the Vilan-
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‘teadl cnall of you to pray ior
peace and partcularly for the
suceess of the peace initlative
that President’ Chissano has
taken”, he said, "and let us give
pmycrfd thanks for the will-
ingness of (Kenyan) President
Mai and (Zimbabwean) Fresi-
dent Mugabe 1o accept the role
of medAaiors .

Asked about the Renamo an-
nouncement in Lisbon that it
rejected Mr Mugabe .as a
mediater, Vilanculos said he
found #tdifficult to under-
stand”; since. the bandits had
earlier accepted the Zimbab-
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He criticlsed Renamo for its
murderous and - destructive
tactics, contrasting them with
the approach -taken by
Frelime's guerrilla army
during the anti-colonial war.

“Freiimo niever destroyed the
basic infrastructures of
Mozambique', said Vilanculos.
“This is very diflerent from
Renamo. Unfortunately
Renamo destroys things that
are basic for our survival I
they kill so many people. who
do they want to rule over ¢

Strangely, Vidunculos denied
ail xnowieddge of Renamo's
origins as a coreation of the
Riedesian scerel senvices of
lan Simtha, and of s jaier
transfer Lo 3outh Alrican
Milidary [nwelligence - cespite
admitting  that  he was
namo by s
then General Secrelary, Orian-
do Cristina, a right-iland man
of {irsi the Rhedesians, then
the Scutii AlTicans. “You have
more information on this than
1 do”, hie told the press con-
ference plaintively. -

Vilanculss took Americun
citizenship in 1980, and
avoided answering the ques-
tion as to whether he would
now apply for Mozambican
citizenship, thus renouncing
his American passport {dual
nattonaitty is not. possibie
under Mozambican law). .
.“The passpert.was .not. im-
portant®, he claimed. "My heart

and spirit are Mozambican'.
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