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RENAIIO, war and, negotiations
The "bÍg aftack'launched by the government's Armed Forccs tn tlte cente and the north of

the countnr. bolstered by troops Aom Zimbabwe whlch the RENÁlvíO had been e;çecüng sÍnce
May 3. is reported to have begun on May 7, accordlng to the spokesman for the rebel morrement ln
Llsbon. A thousand or so Zlmbabwean soldlers and 7OO Mozamblcans were ÍIown ln by Antonov
planes on May 9 ln the region of Gorongoza. In total the RENAÌvÍO. erçects that 6,O00 pro-
government soldlers will enter into the fray. This will have been üe FREIIMO's heavlest offensive.
RENAMO has meanwhile rejected the offer of mediadon by President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe
in the process of negotiations u'ith the FRELIMO at lts National Council meedng on May 2 and 3,
referring at the sarne time to the reinforcement of Zimbabwe's milita4r presence in the proünces
ln the cente of the counbV. The rebel movement says that the government ls seeking toì/eaken
the position of the opposition guerilla in the fleld tr the run-up to eventual negodations and to
wln over some oÍ the people ln the re$ons under rebel conEol.

At the same üme as thls miUtary offenslve, Presldent Joaqulm ChÍssano has also
desiqnated the composition of the FRELIMO delegation ll1 preparation for negotiaüons wlth the
RENAMO. It rvil.i include the Mlnlster of Transport. Armaudo Guebuza, the Mürister of
InformatÍon. Teodato HungUaue, an officÍal from the Mlnlstry of Foreign Affairs. IVÍr Xtrtndze and
Pedro Cb,lssano, the Presidenfs brother. former member of the Mozambican colonial forces and
today. adüser to the prcsiclenry on peace afÍairs.


