Gonarezhou
recovering \

from wounds 0%
of banditry

CHIREDZI.

THERE are encouraging
signs that Zimbabwe's
off-limits Gonarezhou
Game Park, a hidden
ﬁwel along the Mozam-

que border, 18 recover-
ing from the wounds of
almost 15 years of strife.

‘The Zimbabwe libera-
tion war, which officially
ended a decade ago, and
the current activities of
the South African spon-
sored MNR bandits spill-
ing over into eastern
Zimbabwe, have left Go-
narezhou almost for-
gotten.

Gonarezhou — .the
horn of the elephant —
was given national parks
status in 1975 when the
Rhodesian war was gath-
ering the momentum that
was to lead to indepen-
dence for Zimbabwe in
1980.

The potential of Gona-
rezhou was never rea-
lised and it became an ef-
fective no-go area for the
public.

It was revived by the
Zimbabwe Government
in the 1980s when a
photographic camp and

were opened but
the MNR incursions
forced its official closure
in September 1987.

At the turn of the cen-
tury there were probably
about 1 000 elephants in
the area and by the early
part of this decade the
number had risen to
more than 6 000. Now,
Gonarezhou may still
have an elephant popula-
tion of -over 3 000,
most of which are said to
be in the southern part of
the park.

r Clive Stockil, a Chi-

4\

redzi farmer and chair-
man of the Lowveld na-
tural history branch of -
the Wildlife Soclety of Z{- |
mbabwe, said he was un-
able to comment on the
security situation in the
park.

He said he believed the
authorities were consid-
ering opening areas of
the park to Zimbabwean
citizens only as an inidal
stage of rehabilitatdon, —
Ziana.




