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Ex-HUD aide solicited for charity
allegedly linked to African rebels

By David Willman and Gary Webb
Pews Washmgton Buresu

. WASHINGTON — President Reagan's hous-
ing commissioner asked executives doing busi-
ness with his agency to donate to a charity that
sought to raise money from groups supporting
African guerrillas condemnned for slaughtering
civiians, records and interviews show.

Thomas Dernery. while housing commission-

grams of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, HUD's inspector general found.

The money went to Food for Africa, a South
Africa-based charity operating in the war-torn
nation of Mozambique. The socialist-ruled coun-
try has been devastated by a civil war waged
by the anti-government guerrillas, known as
Renamo.

Food for Africa distributes food, clothing and

government has authorized the charity’s work,
but recently began an examination of its activi-
ties. The charity says it is politically neutral
and that its goal is to help the civil war's
victims.

In the United States, however, Food for Afri-
ca’s officials have asked for money from vocal-
ly anti-communist evangelicals, some of whom
openly support Renamo.

HUD’s guest: onable tles to chanty

W Housing Commissioner Thomas T,
Demery raised money fer a charity
called Food for Africa. .

B One of the charity's tep contribu-
tors was television evangelist Pat
Robertson, ex-presidential candidate.
B Robertson is 2 vocal supporter of
an anti-communist guerrilia group
operating in Mozamblque where the

charity disburses its relief. .

A spokeswoman 16r Robertson said

. Demery .

L‘Rotieft‘on
was given to Food

he money
for Africa with the ungersiandmg that it would in pan asm farmlles

of the guerrillas. -

W The socialist governmient of Mozamb«que has begun a’ "prelnmmary
ies. |

er from 1986 to 1988, raised $290.554 from
developers “known (o be involved” with pro-

SOLICIT, from Page 1A

medical supplies throughout the extensively ru-
ral southeast African nation. Mozambique’s

See SOLICIT, Page 6A

.One such supporter, televi
evangelist and former Republican
presidential candidate Pat Robert-
son, donated $25,000, at Demery’s
request, with the understanding
that it would assist the families of

soldiers, according to a

spokesman.

Mozambique
Area: 308,642 square miles
(twice the size of California)
Population: about 16 milion -

Danery while housing i g‘t’?' il ;relmo (Frontfor the government }7[ M:é erate?
sioner, trumpeted Food for Africa was form "
at eight fund-raising dinners across Oppositon forces: Renamo | in the mid-1970s by neighboring A :almbl s ;";r:? xt
the United States from 1986 to (Naﬁonaj Resistance Movement}- |  white-ruled Rhodesia. The back, or b ushqAna]ys estimate
1988. Some of the housing industry 7 2 group was formed, in part, to Renamo has occupied, if not E
executives who donated told feder- keep the black government of controlled, 80 percent of the
al investigators they were deeply Mozambique off balance be- large) . cm;’r? .
moved by slide-show presentations cause it was allowing another y rural country.
hosted by Demery and the chari- group of guerrillas seeking to . :
ty’s South African founder. topple the Rhodesian govern- What is Renamo’s human
The HUD inspector geperal con- ment to operate from its soil. rights record?
cluded that Demery’s involvement When Rhodesia became black- ) -
ruled Zimbabwe, South Africa The State t in

with Food for Airica “may have
violated” the agency's conflict-of-
interest standards. An investiga-
tive report was forwarded to the
Justice Department, which ulti-
mately decided oot to prosecute

, who as housing com-
missioner exercised vast power
over & number of government
homng programs, said in inter-
views with the Mercury News that
he did not misuse his position to
assist Food for Africa and that he
bas had po involvement with Rena-

mo.

But records obtained from HUD
under the Freedom of Information
Act show that Demery apparently
returned phone calls from Rena-

Q What is Renamo?

A A guerrilla force fighting

Guerrillas’ motives, methods

government, rather than to sup-
plant it,

Where does Reqamo op-

becameammnpau‘onofRena
mo.

Q WhyisRenamoﬁghﬁng? )
Lo : sony said Renamo's atrocities

1988 “conservatively” es-
timated that Renamo had mur-
dered at least 100,000 civilians.
Based on refugee interviews, "
the department’s Robert Ger-

Tnded

shooting executions, .

A oo e s
communist agenda; the

ruling Mozambique govemment
is ialist, having r

Knight-Ridder News Service

Marxism in July. But many an-
alysts believe Renamo’s main

aim has been to destabilize the

knife/ax/bayonet killings, burn-
ing alive, beating to death,
forced asphyxiation, forced
starvation, forced drownings,
and random shooting.”

- David Willman

Zimbabwe. South Africa later be-
came the rebels’ main patron.
Demery and Food for Africa’s

mo’s representative in W.
The Mercury News also bas

found ﬁt, at Demery’s requst,

the charity enlisted members

Lt. Col Oliver North's covert hmd

Traising network to raise money for

its camse.

The United States has shunned
Renamo because of its buman
rights record in Mozambique, a so-
cialist country that renounced
Marxiam in Jul_‘y after 14 years of

founder, fi alist pastor Pe-
ter Pretorius, said in interviews
that neither the charity nor its par-
ent body has aided the Renamo
guerrillas. Indeed, no evidence has
surfaced from Mozambique sug-
gesting that the charity has direct-
ly aided the rebels.

“People are dying and other
people are trying to help,” said
Demery, who helped start Food for
Africa’s American operations in

post-colonial
‘What records show

Records and interviews also re-
vealed that:

+ Food for Africa and Demery
have had close personal and finan-
cial ties to Robertson, the televi-
sxon evangelist who unstintingly

the rebels during his

Michigan in 1985 and was the char-
ity’s chief fund-raiser until Reagan
appointed him federal housing
commissioper in late 1986, “That's
the begmm'ng and end of Food for
Africa”

Claims of chanty s approval

Demery, 2 born-again Christian,
and Pretorius, who met because of
Pretorius’ association with Demer-

's fund talist church, also

and affiliated itself with other
s(auncily ann—commumst clergy

ing Texas tel
gelist James Robison, who has
pledged $25,000 a month.

v Food for Africa is affiliated
with and receives monthly financ-
ing fram a South African church
that, according to a founder of
Renama, is giving material and
spiriteal support to the guerrilla
force.

v Food for Africa in 1986 and
1987 enlisted a lawyer and a public
relations firm that were integral
parts of North's secret operation to
raise money for the Nicaraguan
Conl

tras.

v Food for Africa, despite its
name, does hot raise money to buy
food. The charity’s sole purpose, its
brochures say, is to buy airplanes

of the charity’s trustees say the
South African government pro-
vides some of those supplies.
Officials of other relief organi-
zations said they do not accept
South African supplies because of
the government’s racial policies
and the widespread belief that its
military continues to secretly
3 uip Renamo. Renamo was creat-
in the mid-1970s by agents of
white-rsled Rhodesia, which is now

y's f
said that all of the charity’s activi-
ties are conducted with the knowl-
edge and approval of the Mozam-
bique government.

But Mozambique has recently
begun a “preliminary” examina-
tion of the charity’s activities,
sources familiar with the matter
have told the Mercury News.

The examination has been
prompted, said those sources, by
suspicions that Food for Africa is
supported by American anti-com-
munists who also back Renamo. A
would-be contributor to Food for
Africa this year received favorable
literature about Renamo after ex-
pressing an anti-communist opin-
ion to the charity’s office in South-
field, Mich., sources said.

Pretorius said Food for Africa
runs an orphanage in a small
coastal town in Mozambique,
where medical services are pro-
vided, basket weaving and carpen-
try are tavght and produce is
grown. He said Food for Africa

operates a soup kitchen in the capi- .

tal city of Maputo and distributes
food at four other, more remote
sites in the difficuit-to-traverse na-
tion, which is almost twice the size
of California.

Although the charity’s policy is
not to assist government or Rena-
mo soldiers, Pretorius said, “it's

difficult to tell” whether the chari-
ty’s efforts have aided the families
of Renamo soldiers.

And, Pretorius said, if he reject-
ed assistance on the basis of a
donor’s position toward Renamo,
“all T would be doing is harming
people who the politics of this
world affect very little. What af-
fects thern is whether they've got
food to eat.”

The human rights record

Support for Renamo is a matter
of international sensitivity because
of the rebels’ hurnan rights record,
which has prevented them from
winning official backing from the
United States government.

In 1988, shortly after the US.
State Department published are-
port “conservatively” estimating
that Renamo had lulled aL least

mo areas,” said MacKenzie, a for-
mer member of the Rhodesian and
South African armies who recently
returned from a lengthy bivouac
with Rename forces.

“Let me categorically state,” re-
sponded Pretorius, whose mmxstry
is affiliated with Rhema, “that
that's an absolute lie.” A spokes-
man for the Rherna church echoed
Pretorius’ statement.
‘Evangelistic outreach’ only

Pretorius also said he practices
only “straight evangelistic out-
reach. ... We're not involved in
any political side.”

An official with a Quaker chari-
ty working in Mozambique said
Pretorius’ Jesus Alive Ministries
was actively preaching anti-com-
munism in Renamo-controlled ar-
eas.

“Their ori isb lly to

100,000 unarmed M
Roy Stacy, the department’s depu-
ty assistant secretary of African
affairs, said: “What has emerged in
Mozambique is one of the most
brutal holocausts against ordinary
hurnan beings since World War IL
And the supporters of Renamo,
wherever they may be, cannot
wash the blood from their hands
uniess all support for this uncon-
scionable violence is stopped im-
mediately.”

Demery, who toured Mozam-
bique in 1986, said, “I have no opin-
jon, wh about R
Said Pretorius: “I don’t have any
agreement to their situation, but
nor do I have any conflict. ... My
personal view is that I do not have
very much time for people who
shoot people, who murder peopie,
regardless of which side they
back.”

A founder of Renamo, Robert
MacKenzie, interviewed by phone
from Tacoma, Wash, said that a
South African religious group
closely affiliated with Pretorius

.and Food for Africa has pmvxded

nedici run soup k and
“on occasion provided clothes” to
the Renamo soldiers.

Food for Africa’s parent body,
Jesus Alive Ministries Ltd, is fi-
nanced by and formally affiliated
with the Rhema church of South
Africa.

“1 do know of Rhema and I
know of their efforts inside Rena-

preach the Gospel agamst commu-

exammanon of Food !or Africa’s activi

4

Demery first said he “may

" have” calied Schaaf back, then lat-

er said he was “almost 100 percent
certain” he did not.

“I did not want to find mysseif in
the situation where a returned call
could somehow be misinterpreted
by the other side,” Demery said.

Links to Renamo supporters

But both Demery and Pretorius
have openly associated with other
Renamo supporters.

One of those supporters, televi-
sion evangelist Robertson, has fea-
tured Pretorius on his syndicated
religious talk show, the “700 Club.”
The 700 Club” aiso aired a flatter-
ing d tary on the R
rebels in 1986.

And a spokeswoman for Robert-
son said that it was at Demery’s
request that the evangelist’s Chris-
tian Broadcasting Network gave
the $25,000 to Food for Africa.

“We bad a request from Thomas
Demery, who was raising money
for food to_distribute to the
camps,” said Frankie Abourjile, an
aide to Roberison. “And we were
bappy to contribute to that effort.”

Abourjile also said she was
“sure” that CBN contributed the
$25,000 from its “Operation Bless-
ing” fund on the understanding
that the relief would, in part, ease
the plight of the families of Rena-
mo soldiers.

Demery said the 1986 Robertson_

contribution “didn’t involve me”
and that he learned of it only “a
few months ago.”

Neither Demery nor Pretorius
said he was bothered by Robert-
son’s solidarity with Renamo. Pre-
torius, in fact, said he was disap-
pointed Robertson gave his charity
only $25,000.

Demery, described by a Robert-
son presidential campaign spokes-
woman as a “close friend” of the
Virginia-based evangelist, did ac-
knowledge he raised money for
Robertson’s campaign. Demery’s
HUD telephone logs show several
calls from top Robertson cam-
paign officials — including one
from the candidate himself.

In 1986, Pretorius also personal-
ly and in writing solicited funding
from the Dallas-based Christ for
the Nations ministry, which backs
Renamo and preaches anti-com-

hout the world, ac-

nism,” said
director of the A!ncan division of
the American Friends Service
Committee in Philadelphia. “I
have seen-their planes leaving the
airport in Maputo.”

Renamo’s Washington-based
agent; Thomas W--Schaaf, ac-
knowledged that religious organi-
zations in the United States and
South Africa play a “very signifi-
cant” rele in assisting the rebels,
but he declined to identify them.

“Obviously, they're in a very
sensitive position, the ones that 1
know about,” said Schaaf, who has
been accused by the governments
of Mozambique and Zimbabwe of
supplying the guerrillas with
weapons and intelligence.

Demery’s HUD telephone logs
indicate that ip April 1987 he re-
ceived and returned two calls at
his HUD office from Schaaf.

Both Schaaf and Demery demed
makmg contact, even though De-
mery’s phone mesags contain
check marks in the

category.

One of Schaaf's phone messages
said that Schaaf “has visitors in
from Africa ... who know your
pastor at home. Wondering if you
were interested in meeting with
them.” The other Schaaf message
mentioned that Demery was “go-
ing to coordinate a visit” with
Schaaf on Capitol Hill

cording to Christ for the Nations
officials and Pretorius.
Request for donation
° Freda Lindsay, leader of Christ
for the Nations, said Pretorius
asked for $34,494 and that the
money was not given because Pre-
torius did not provide the neces-
sary paperwork. Pretorius said he
actually did obtain $500 from the
group, to be used for a church roof.

At one point, in an interview,
Pretorius said he was “totally un-
aware” that groups he has dealt
with supported Renamo. But
Christ for the Nations, like Robert-
son, has made no secret that it
backs the rebels.

In a July newsletter, for in-
stance, the organization sought
funds to “help the starving” in Mo-

- zambique and cited the “deathe

‘4 People are dying
and other people
are trying to help.
That’s the
beginning and end
of Food for
Africa.)

-— Thomas Demery,
Housing commissioner
under Reagan

dealing WAR between communists
and Freedom Forces,” a reference
to Renamo.

Food for Africa atﬁual.s have
given contradictory explanations
about the source of their supplies.

Two of Food for Africa’s US.
officers told HUD investigators
that the charity receives supplies
from the South African govern-
ment, which officials at other in-
ternational charities with a US.
presence said was extremely un-
usual

Pretorius denied getting sup-
plies from the South African gov-
ernment, adding that he does ac-
cept pharmaceuticals from South
African companies.

Records also show that, on De-
mery’s recommendation, Food for
Africa in 1986 hired a Washington
public relations firm, Lichtenstein
& Co, to devise publicity cam-
paigns and organize fund-raisers.
Those events generated tens of
thousands of dollars for Food for
Africa.

Lichtenstein & Co. was part of
North’s campaign to finance the
Contras. The company was paid
$36,000 by North's chief Contra
fund-ratser, Carl R. “prlz” Chan-
nell. 2

Contra connection

Another player in the Contra’
fund-raising operation who be-.
came a Food for Africa supporter
was Washington lawyer Martin Ar-
Hiano. Artiano, according to con-
gressional Iran-Cobtra records,
collected mwre than $200,000 from
Channell far arranging meetings
with President Reagan for the
Contras’ bigyrest benefactors.
“Artiano, records show, was in
frequent telephone contact with
Demery and was a Food for Africa
contributor: Artiand. also was
“somehow_involved” with a Food
for Africa fund-raiser at New
York’s Ritz-Carlton Hotel in March
1987 and was active with HUD-re-

" lated projects, according to HUD

investigative records.

Authorities have never accused
either Lichtenstein & Co. or Ar-
tiano with any wrongdoing. Ar-
tiano did not respond to phone
messages seeking his comment.

Demery reiterated that his and
Food for Africa’s only intention
was to help ease the suffering in
Mozambique. - -



