
MNR Backing Discreditcd

A Íepon bv the US State Department
*'hich accuses the rebe.l Mozambroue
) , Ia t ional  Resrs(ance t \ lNR t  o f  murdèr .
lng thousands ot  crv i l rans has enragcd
the rebels '  consenat lve Amencan sup-
porteÍs, for freedom agarnst commu-
nrsm. srmi lar  to  the contras rn Nicara-
g u a .

But ,  so far .  such is  the damninq ev i -
dence in  the repor Í  rhat  r t  has d iawn
onlv stlence from two Republican sena-
ror i .  Mr.  Bob Dole and !1r .  Jesse
Helms.  l inked to the rebels '  cause.

.{ccordins to Ìhe State Department's
Bureau of  Refueees repon.  as many as

100.000 people have died ar rhe hands
of  the rebef  MNR. The evrdence was
assembled f rom three months of  in ter-
v iews wi th re l ie f  workers and 100
\ íozambican refugees.  af ter  a three-
fold increase in relugees was noted in
1987.

A senior assocrate at the liberal Car-
neeie Endowment  for  In ternat ional
Peãce.  Ms Paul ine Bakcr .  bef ieves the
report -discredits the whole notron of
backrng ' f reedom f ighrers wi thout  tak-
rng rnto account  regronal  real i t ies.  I t
shows vou Just  can ' t  Jump rnto bed wrth
every antr -Communist . "

Conservat ives cr i t ic ise the Covem-
men( tbr  rssuíns the reoor t  ln  March.  a
wee k before a- UN-súnsored confer-
ence in  Maputo armed at  rarsrnq ard for
Mozambique.

In h is  address.  the Deputv Assis tant
of  State for  Afr ican Af fa i rs .  Mr.  Rov
Stacv.  accused the MNR of  "one oí  thê
most  bÍuta l  ho locausts aeainst  ord inarv
human beings srnce Wor ' Ìd  War Two. ' '
Next  dav.  t l ie  Unr ted States and other
donors p ledeed S-270m in emerqencv
ard.  "T imine rhat  reoor t  to  come out
when r t  d id  

-meant  
that  ins(eâd of  con-

s€rvatives trvins to block hundreds of
mr l l ions o i  óo l lars .  we would have to
just r fv  our  MNR support . "  says Mr.
Wi l l iam Pascoc.  of  the Hentage Foun-
dat ion.  which labels  the Fre l imo
goveÍnment  in  Maputo as a tool  o í  the
K r e m l i n .  ( G D  3 i 5 ì
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