
O About 10,000 people in northern Sofa b t0
province, in the centre, face starvation because
activi ty by the rebel Mozambique National
Resistance (MNR) has forced the suspension of
a rel ief air l i f t ,  International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) off icials in Maputo announced on
6 January. The air l i f t ,  taking food and other
essentials' to 50 ref ugee centres in Sofala and
other provinces, began in February 1986. I t  was
susoended on 24 December because of
unspecif ied security problems. The ICFC
oft icials sajd only that the organisation was
"trying to get guarantees necessary to enable us
to resume t l ights as soon as possible. " A tolal
30,000 people have been hit  by the suspension,
although 20,000 are In what are classrf red as
less badly af f  ected areas. I  5 ' l  '  gg


