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Famine used as weapon of war against Mozambique’s cry for peace’

The MNR atrocities

ONDON “The school was burned

down the morning 500 troops of
the South African backed Mozambigue
Resistance Movement (MNR) attacken
the town of Mikaune, in Mozambique's
Zambezia Province, 80 kilometers
from Quelimane. After burning the
school the MNR rounded up as many
local people as they could.”

Carios Colleia, a local trader, tells
his storyv: “When we heard that the
vandits vere i town, everyons with
shoes took them off, to appear poor.
But they examined everyone's feet and
beat up those who had been wearing
shoes or decent clothes. Thev hit the
party administrator on the heo with a
machete, shooting him as he ros awvay,
the bandiis shot two others and burnt
an old man to death in his hut...”

The story comes in a harrowing new
report by the British ald agercy,
Oxfam, ‘‘Mozamibique: A cry for
peace”.

Written by Julian Quan, an Oxfam
worker in Mozambique, the ieport de-
527ibes MNF, atrocities and is a devas-
tating indicirac\t of the destructicn it
Is causing to try to bring the pcople
and government of Mozarabique to
thelr kners.

MNR AIM: CHAOS

MNR tactics, says the: report, are to
use famine as a weapon of war. Its
campaign Is “maximum dastruction of
government achievements — health
posts, schaols, suceessful communsl
villages, shops and gratn stores as well
&3 Key roads and railways.”

The résalt s that many Movambique
people are starving and the economy
is devastated. “More than four milion
jrrople.— over a third of the popula-
tion - need emergency aid,” the re-
pore estimates. "t people often walt
in valn for foad aid.

The report says that the MNR
wrves South Afrlea’s veglonal inter-

ests, "destablizing Mozamblque and
protecting Scuth Africa's economic
hold en other i"vontine states”.

(South Afvica consistently denies
that it supperts the MMNIR)

The repect polnts out that Mozambi-
iie plave & key role In the Scuth Afrl-
can Development Co-ordination Con-
ference (SADCC) which was formed (o
try to reduce South Africa’s economic
power n the region.

Central to SADCC policy s the re-
construction and improvement of
roads and railways to allow countries
in the region to export and import
their goods without taking them
through South Africa.

MNR strategy Is to destroy the
transport network. “Mozambique’s
transport routes are prime rebel tar-
gets,” says the report. Roads are sub-
ject te hit and run attacks and rail-
ways to sabotage. “MNR amnbuches
still make many arcas inaccessible to
food distribution.”

Consisting largely of Mozambican
dissidents and wealthy former Colonial
backers In Portugal, the MNR “has
robbed, raped, mutilated and Intimi-
dated the population Into giving it re-
fuctant support”, the report alleges.

Tens of thousands of Mozambicans
have been forced out of their hoines,
some to the country’s » 'maining se-
cure towns, others to Mu. .l .

A group of displaced ncople told
Oxfam workers: “We hava left our
homes with nothing, we want to work
and produce food but we need help, We
have reached the conclusion that the
bandits (the MNR) don't have human
hearts, They kill and steal everything”,

Food production has heen especially
badly hit. Mozambique had not reco-
vered from the severe drought of 5963
and 1934 when MNR activity began to
destroy farm houses and grain stores,

‘burn crops and polson wells,



A hig MNR offensive in December
1288 coincided with tho planting sea-
son. In Niassa, the country’s northerly
and most isolated province, Oxfain
mkem report a "grave shortage” of
ood. , .

“One worker wolked 80 km one
weekend but failed {o find any malze,
only a small bucket of potatoes in ex-
change for a shirt. The secondar
school and hospital have no food.
There is a possibillty of widespread
starvation before next harvest,
Damage of some §5,5 billion
(R11 billlon) has been caused -~ about
three times Mozambique's annual pro-
duction. While o big rehabilitatlon pro-
granmime Is ne¢ded, says the report, the
country has a foreign debt of
43,4 billion (R6,8 billlon) and “simﬁly
does not have the resources for such a
programme”,

Substantial interanational aid can
help to alleviate some of the suffering,
“but Western governments must tackle
the root cause of Mozambique's pover-
ty by putting effective pressure on
g'?ft‘}tlh Africa to stop lts support for the

iNR",

Oxfam’s director, Frank Judd, is
urging the British governrnent to “taie
a positive international lead” at QOcto-
ber's Commonwealth conference in
Vancouver., .

Jullan Quan points out that “Mo-
zambleans are awrong the poorest peo-
ple in the world. Tkoy inherited irom
the Portuguese a poor economy with
pitifully smail numbers of trained or
cven literate people. The war adds in-
caleulable mentel as well as physical
suffering to an already peor and une-
ducated people.”

“Peace and stability is vital to the
country’s devciopment, There must be
firin aciion to promote peace In the
region," he says, 3 = Qbserver

& Oxfam, Banbury Road, Oxford, UK,
at £3,70 (R12,95) Ircluding postage.



