Bandit
victims
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shelter

R~ -t by Oliver Gawe;
ictureg by Regis
Nyandima
VICTIMS of the recent
MNR attack at Nyahuku
village in the Mudzu dis-
trict have gtarted moving
to the neighbouring Cii-
mutsanya village to seek
shelter with sympathisers,
The Herald found out at

the weekend.

Some of the victims of
the attack, iz which three
people died and severzl
huts and property were
burnt down, are still at

their homesteads, with
nowhere to go.

The security forces
have mounted regular

patrols in the area and the
situation there, as in the
»-ota communal lands,

Izi, appears. ga_ bave
returned to normad.—

The bandits aiso ab-
ducted #ix people from
the village, near the bor-
der with Mozambigue,

:d held them captive for

sveral hours. The abduc-
tees escaped the same
night as they were being
taken across the Nya-
ngwa Range into the Ru-
shinga area.

The Herald visited the
village at the weekend
and found some of the
villagers already moved
to the neighbouring Chi-
mutsanya village across
the Nyahuku River,

Driving slong a make-
shift dirt road to the vil-
lage in the north-eastern

W&oy,

‘border area of Zimbabwe,
several deserted houses
were & ocommon sight
with only a few goats
and pigs atill roaming
around the .

Although some of the
familieg had moved from
Nyahuku to Chimutsanya
village, the bereaved Ku-
fakwembwa family was
still at their gutted home-
stead late on Saturday
afternoon. People were
still gathered to pay their
condolences to the family
which lost two of {ts
memberg in the brutai at.
tack carried out on Mon.
day August 17.

Cde Dickson Kufakwe-
mbwa and his mother-in.
law, Mrs Mazowe Boku,
were axed to death by
the bandits in the village.

Cde Kufakwembwa’s
son, Martin, who works
in Harare wag at the vil-
lage putting together a
few remains from the fire
and trying to rebuild ano-
ther hut for his wife, Mrs
Theresa Kufakwembwa,
who was one of the peo-
ple the bandits tried to
abduct before they es:

caped.

Stal shocked from her
ordeal Mrg Theresa Kufa-
kwem! could hardly
narrate the events of the
night of the attack.

She said they mansaged
to escape from the bandits
in the Nyangwa moun-
taing and ended up at St
FPious School near Mazowe
River bridge in Rushinga
where they later found

transport to Mutoko,

Most of the people who
hag moved to Chimutsa-
nya village were reluctant
to talk to the Press, may-
be out of sheer mistrust
or fear,

However, Cde Rebecct
Msariyapera whe . has
since moved to Chimu-
tsanya to live with
friends, sald the security
situation appeared to
have returned to normal
es securlty forces were
constantly patrolling the
Aarea.

Cde Martin Kufakwe-
mbwa sald he had pre-
pared several flelds he
intended farming on dur-
ing the next rainy gea-
son, but following the
attack on hig family, the
future wag uncertain.



