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Police experts probe MNR blast at Katiyo

: HONDE VALLEY.

LOLICE foremsic experts
and -enlotr army officers
spent yesterday afternoon
ot Katiyo tea estate in
Manicaland's Honde Val-
ley sifting' through rubble
in an effort to determine
the of expilosive used
by bendits to blow
up a tea plant at the
estate on Saturday night.

The forensic experts,
who arrived at the

scene at the time the
Minister responsible for
Defence, Cde Ernest Ka-
dungure, was still tour-
ing the area, refused to
disclote the detalls of
thelr findings.

Cde Kadungure flew to
the estate in an alrforce
helicopter for what he
described as a militery
aspessment exercise Ao
determine “troop depity-
ment” into the awen

which borders Mozambi-
que.

The MNR bdbandits who
attacked workers and
blasted the Katiyo tea
factory also robbed w
nightwatchman, burned
four cars and brutally

asepaulted villagers #n .
Mande-

the nelgh‘bourlnf
ya commungl landg be-
fore fleeing acroas the
border.

Eyewithesses said thut
the handits, who arrived

at the tea estate at
about 7 pm, blew up the
factory, robbed several
people of their clothing
ang took $32, ghoes and
other personal effects of
the wnightwatchman who

was on duty at the time.-

They had rounded up
several women and girls
but later abandoned the
move after an alarm and

r of one of the cars
w triggered by the
heai. They disappeared

soon afterwards, said

one of the workers,

Several villagers in
Mandeya maid they had
been robbed of clothing
and blankets by a large

bhand of bundits. This.

wag the firsg t'me since
ind: ence that the
bandits had attacked the
area.
“They took all my
) ly clothing and blan-
ets and threatened to

kill ug if we reported the
matter to the army, They
were very ruthliess, beat-

£ up men, women and
children,” said Cde Daison
Ngoro, a peasant farmer
near Katiyo.

Residents sald army
engineers and bomb Adis-
posal experts removoed
some of the explosives
which di@ not detonate
when the tea plant was
blasted by the bandits. —
Ziana,





