
Guns of Zambezia
Everybody has a finger in the pie.

ust f ive months after r ightist re-
be ls  werc  threatcn ing to  s l ice
Mozambique in two. government

forces, backed b1, Zimbahwean and
Tanzanian troops. have regained con-
trol of most of the lower Zambczi
r iver val lev for the f irst t imc in two
vears .

Chissono: olulo continuo

In a two-pronged offcnsive. Frel inr<r
is  dr iv ing west  against  rebc l  s t ron-
gholds a long the nor th  bank of  the
Zambczi r ive r.  whi le Zimbabwean
lroops have recaptured several kcy
towns on the south bank.

The apparen l  goa l  is  to  p in  the
South Af r ican-backed Mozamhiouc

N i t t i ona l  Res i s tance  (Rcnan to )  aga rns t
thc b<. r rc lc r  w i th  Mal : ru ' i  and pu l
g( ) \ ' t .  rnr Ì ìc r ì l  lo rce s  r r t  J ro : i t io r t  to  s t r  ikc
re bcl basçs in thc \À'cslcrn parl  of
Zambczia provincc latcr this vcar.

The  ou t comc  cou ld  hang  on  Ma lau i
honour i r rg  i ts  Deccnrhcr  lx  comnt i t -
mcn(  to  he lp  Mozanrb ique u ' ipc  out
t hc  rebc l s .

Thc s i tuat ion in  the nc l r th-westcrn
prov incc o f  TeÍe.  however .  is  worsen-
ing.  w i th  thc  governmcnt  hav ing krs t
cffect ivc control north of thc Zamï.,czi
r ivcr .  At tacks on the Z imhabu 'ean-run
mi l i tar l '  convov to  Malau ' i  have In-
crcased in  recent  wecks.

The 20.(X)0-strong Renamo has i ts
most effect ive troops in Zambezia.
u 'h ich has been the cent rc  o f  rebc l
opcrations sincc Zimbabwean trot-rps
overran the Casa Banana headquar tcrs
two years  ago.

Unl ike the rag- tag gangs that  prc \
on poorl l '  defended vi l lages in much of
the rest  o f  Mozambiquc.  Renant t r
moves in  bat ta l ion s t rength i r r  th is
province. Eveu' i tness accounts suggest
Renamo troops in Zambezia are wcl l-
armed, have good logist ical support.
and have some civi l ian supporters.

When the rebels burnèd down f ive
tea plantat ions in Februarv near
Gurue, about 300 ki lometres north-
west of Quelimane, they were in-
formed that Frel imo was away on
operations and were provided with the
identir ies of local off iciaÌs and mil i t ia-
men.  who were summar i ly  executed.

"Who gives this information to
Renamo'Ì" "The public". savs A S
Solomon. a .16-vear-old Indian planta-
t ion manager who was held b1' Rr--
namo for  three davs.

He characterised Renamo as fairh
d isc ip l ine id  mi l i ta r i ìy .  u ' i th  ample sup-

. pl ies of automatic r i f les, bazookas,
radios and said he u'as awakened each
ntorning bt '  Renamo troops dri l l ine in
formation.

"They are rea l  Mozambicans" .  he
sa id .  not ing that  the guerr i l las  spoke
the local language. That suggests Frcl i-
mo faces a huge task in routing the
rebels from Zambezia

But  Solomon's  chron ic le  o f  rape.
civi l ian murders and theft mock Rc-
namo's  c la ims to  be f ight ing for  thc
' l iberat ion '  o f  Mozambique.

Frel inro launched the current offc'n-
s ive jus t  a  month a f ter  Pres ident
Samora Machel  d ied in  a  s t i l l  u r ìcx-
plained air crash in South Afr ica on
October  19.

I t  came as Pres ident  Joaquinr  Chis-
sano \À'as involved in a cruciaì batt lc t t-r
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Íc f ( ) rn ì  the : r rm\ ' .  u 'h ich has bccr r
r ic ld le t l  w i th  charÊ,cs o f  inconrpc lcncc
iu td  cor ruPt ior t .  l 'hc  sh i rkcuP hus r r ' -

l l l l ccc l  ( -o l .  ( ìc t r .  Se t rus l r to  NÍu l ro le  as
ch ic f  o f  s ta f f  u ' i th  I - t .Cìcn.  Arm:rnc lo
Panguenc .

' I 'he 
f irst task in Znmbezia u'as to

hìunt Í ìn cxpectc'd Renanro dash tcr
take Qucl inrane.  a  major  pr l r t  and
polcnt ia l  ke) '  supply '  route .  and thc
smal ler  coasta l  t ( ìwr ìs  o f  Chinde and
Pcbanc .

Chissano.  in  a  reccnt  in t r - rv ieu ' .  sa id
Mozambique had thwar ted a South
Afr ican at tempt  to  resupply  the rebc ls
br  sca in  Januarr ' .  and the guerr i l las
brief lr '  occupied Pebane on Januarr '  2.

At  the same t ime.  the government .
u' i th the support of a battal ion of
Tanzanian troops. opened the pro-
vince's transporl artcrv the road
between the provincial capital of
C)ue l imane and Mocuba.  s i te  o f  the
Zambezia mil i tar l '  command. Most of
the province's roads remain impassi-
b le .  hower ,er .

Frel imo is now in the cri t ical phase.
tackl ing the north bank of the Zambe-
zia, an area which many government
supporters had given up for lost.
Using aged Mig jet bombers and the
power fu l  Ml -24 'Hind '  he l icopters ,
Frel imo. under the Commander of
Maj-Gen. Hama Thai. took the towns
of Luabo and Mopeia on March 10 in
a three-day operation. Luabo. just 35
miles from the Indian Ocean. had
been cons idered a major  Renamo
resupplv depot since the guerri l las
captured the to$'n in mid-198-5.

The victories foì lowed the two-dav

ass i ru l t  in  F 'cbruar)  h)  thc  Zrnr t r l r t ru 'c
l r i l  l r t r t ' r '  lu t t l  c l i tc  p i r r i r l r t roJrgy5,  in
l \ l r r l l r r . r r i Ì  l r n ( l  f r l t r r  t r l hc r  r i v c l  l ou l r s
lus l  Ì rckrq thc  l r la lur r ' i  bon lcr .  

' l 'hc  
b ig

prizc ol thc o;rcrir t i t ln $'as ()nc of
Af r ica 's  lonqcst  ra i l  h r idgcs that  l inks
thc ccnt ra l  prov ince of  Sofa la  and thc
north-westcrn provincc of ï 'ete.

Thc ra i lu ,av i tsc l f  is  thc  kc l  to
re  opcning thc g iant  coa l  f ie  lds  in
I \4rxr t izc  u 'h ich cou ld  earn Mozambi-
quc nr i l l ions o f  do l lars  a  ve i ì r  in
forc ign cxchanÊ,c .  S incc thc  ear lv
l9 f Ì0s .  hou,cver .  Renanro at tacks have
rc 'ndercd thc l ine.  and thus the nr ine.
usc lcss.

Tì rc  IVutarara assaul t  a lso s igna l led
a ne\\.  nlorc agtressive mood in the
Zimbabn,ean mi l i ta rv  h ich contnrand.
rvhich in the past l Ìas bìeen charr, of
der 'pcn inc i ts  invo lvemcnt  in  the
Ì l4oz, , : '  . ì r ì  war  u 'h i le  the govern-
me r ' Ì r  . ,  ;uv  remainec l  humhlc 'd  b1 '
d isorganrsat ion and horr i f ic  log is t ics
prob lenrs .

But  Renamo's  spectacu lar  ga ins in
Tetc and Zamllezia last year and
Machel 's  death apparent lv  conv inced
Zimbabwean Commander Lt-Gen
Tapfumaneyi Mujuru (formerly known
as Rer Nhongo) that he would have to
send his armv further af ield from its
base camps along the Beira corr idor -

the rai l ,  oi l  pipel ine and road svstem
that is vi tal to Zimbabwe's foreign
trade and is guarded by 6,000 Zimbab-
wean t roops.

The apparent  turnaround in  the
at t i tude of  Pres ident  Kamuzu Banda 's
s i Ì \  r ' rnment  in  Malawi .  u 'h ich ju ts
doun in tc l  the hear t  o f  Mozambique.

coul t l  a lso be a major  h lou to  Rc-
n : l l ì ì ( ) .

l . r rs l  \ ' r ' l t r  f ' r r r r r l l i l rc  s l l l cs  i rccusc i l
I \ { l r l i ru  i  o l  ' cor r rp l ic i t r  '  

i l r  u  l r l r t  t  l rc r
ca l l c c l  Sou fh  A f r i ca ' s ' t c r ro r i s l  cam-
paigr r '  ag i r ins l  I \ íozamhic luc.  IV lachc l
h l r r l  thrca lcncd to  s ta l ion n t iss i lcs  on
I \ íu lawi 's  bordcr  i f  i t  co l t t inucd to
a l lou thc  rehc ls  to  opcrate  f ro ln  i ts
tcr r i lo r r ' .

"Nou" '  savs ( -h issano.  "M:r lau, i  is  a t
our  s i t lc .  ant l  u 'e  are coopcrat inq in
thc  f i gh t  aga ins r  r he  band i r s . "  M i l i t an '
sources ind icate  tha l  Mozambican and
Zinrhabwcan t roops are bc ing a l lou 'ed
l ( )  ( ) l l r ' ra t t :  u ta ins l  Renanro in  Malaur .
L In i ts  o f  Malaq ' i ' s  inexper ie  nced 5.Of t ) -
strong arm\, are also helping to defend
lhe nor thcrn Nacala  ra i l * ,a1, .  which
L i longwc pr izes as an expor t  route.

In  Zanrhcz ia .  the much r id icu lcd
g() \ 'e rnnrent  arm\  is  shou ' ing s igns of  a
ne\ \  asscr t iveness.  and the spec ia l l r  -

t ra ined 'Red Beret '  conrmandos arc
u 'c l rk ing to  counter  the not ion that  the
Frel imo arm\'  \À'ould rather run than
f igh l .

Sti l l .  i t  is dif f icult  to judge hou'
much ground f ighting is actualh' taking
place in the Zambezia offensive. given
Frel imo's rel iance on jet bombers and
helicopter gunships.

Probably not ver), much. says Col.
Mike Bowden. the Brit ish mil i tary;
a t tache to  Harare and Maputo.  " I f
you move a lot of troops in and get
some outs ide he lp" ,  he savs.  "Renamo

are not the kind of people who irre
go ing to  s tand and f ight . "  O

Karl hlaier
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