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RENAMO
AID DIVIDES
RIGHT

By MATTHEW WALKER
Special 10 the Guardian

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The current con-
gressional debate over U.S. aid to Southern
Africa is developing into a forum for the far
right to assail the Congress and cven the

adminisiration on their failure to **roll

Reagan
back’* communism i the region—particularly
in Mozambique.

The conservative movement has been com-
phaining over the last six-and-a-half years that
the South African-backed rebels in Mozam-
hque known as the Moumbmn National

(MNR or ), have been
MMM&:WW
Gordon Jones, vice presideat for government
and academic relations at the Heritage Foun-
dation, predicted last fall that soon there
would be “‘a real push in the conservative
community in Washington to move aid for Re-
namo as we did for Unita [the South African-
backed rebel movement in Angola].’’

jority-raled
nations of Southern Africa, excluding Angola
but including Mozambique. Assistant Secre-
wyomeeOwchmckamdhlsdepmy

Cohen intends 10 orchestrate a campaign 1o

“help Renamo bring their story here ** Hc
claims that when the U.S. people and Con-
gress leamed of Unita twough Angolan rebel
leader Jomas Savimbi's U.S. tnp last year,
U.S. aid for the insurgency was
Cohen wams that the MNR with the belp of
the U.S. conservative movememt will be
*‘making dramatic chm‘cs to inform the
world of their

The far right is meanwhile mobilizing o de-
rail any U.S. forcign aid that might benefit
Mozambique in its struggle for cconomic
growth and stability. The strategy, to be car-
nied out by conscrvative lobbies and their con-
gressional allics, is to mampulau: forcign as-
sistance and altcmpt to impose 8 stringent set
of preconditions on any aid recipients.

In the S , Sens. William Roth (R-Del.)
and Mitch McConncII (R-Ky.). will introduce
egislation to delete the pending request fou

funds to the Southern African Dcvelopmenl

Courdination Conference (Sadcc)—an associ-
ation of ninc wnajority-ruled Southera African
states, Sadee was formed to help its member
sates binld toward cconomic independence
from apaitheid South Africa.

in the Houge, Rep. Buron, one of Re-
namie's strongest suppesters on Capitol Hill,
will introduce an identical bill. If it is de-
feated. he will put forth an d
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Schnl’mduahdﬂmthercumlllemlwo

ot operating  in
Moumb.qnewho were b with Renamo.
He would oot revest . rames on the
grounds that they wei. | -hensive about

possible intimidation on the part of the
Mozambique government

World Vision—onc of two relief organizs-
mumulymcmus Aleoney-lo
openide in Mozambigue—says that Schaaf ar-
tived at their office eninvited and tried to per-
susde them to meet with Renamo representa-
tives in Mozambique. Schaaf offered an clabo-
ate plan of noctufnal travet in 2 dugout canoe
0 secret meeting points, but World Vision
was not interested.

(Opponcats of the MNR view such efforts
a3 bitterly ironic; Renamo’s ravaging of the
Mozambican countryside has led (0 » situation
where nearfy 4 million Mozambicans out of
&md“-‘ﬁnmmr‘

somc 22 million poople live in arcas con~
trolled by the MNR but does not feel confident
that dealing with Renamo is a plausible op-
tion. AID Director M. Peter McPherson said
wpon aanouncing the Reagan administration's
last month, “‘Renamo is decentralized and
?‘tmmymbdalwiﬂn.";\&ue

enumerating 4 set of prorequisites that any
Sadee country will have 1o meet before receiv-
ing a U.S. dollar.

Among Burton's preconditions are demands
that the recipient country have formal mulitary
hc-luyagrmm with the U.S., snd 3 op
aling i vu-; ‘mh Wshulﬂon nthe UN. In
regard to g leg Questing

Monmblqnc Burton nlskmgl)unhealdbc
d in dination with Rea..:a0 a5

Roy Stacey, have both defended the M.
government against nuckcfvmnconmuve
forces in the U.S.

In response to questioning from Rep. Dan
Burton (R-1nd.) before the Africa Subcommit-
tce in the House on Masch 4, Crocker said,
‘““We do not comsider the government of
Mozambique (0 be, in the sense you use that
term, a Comm«ms« govemment. The govemn-
mem bique has been ing sys-
e ..«a.llymdnp-stfmorﬁveymw
muve away from its previously close embrace
with Moscow.""

Secretary Crocker has also voiced skepti-
cism about Renamo. He told the House sub-
commitiee, *‘we Jdon't have any coatact with
Renamo. They were started by lan Smith
{tormer white minority lcader 1n Rhodesdiaj
and now they are supported by South Africa.
We do net think they stand for any sont of
Mozambican nationalism.””

A POOR CLIMATE

Mmy membcrs of the *‘conservative com-
munity” are wmmg 10 concede that, gn-:n the
current ion hnc on M
and the iran-contra scandal, the climate is 130«
ideal for garncring support for anvther low-in-
tensity noﬂﬂul An aide to Rep. Burton put it
trankly: **We do not expect much help from
them {the administration}; there are not a fot of
ideologs left there.*”

Dr. Bonner Cohen, research director for the
Conservauve Action Foundation, also ac-
knowiedges that this session of Congress will
not authorize aid for the MNR. **Renamo is
now ahout where Unita was in 1984, Cohen
said. **But within the next couple of years we
are confident that Congress will extend sup-
port to Renamo as well."”

well as the Mozainbican govemment and that
| reiicl org: bé encour-
aged to work with the rebels.

Most congressional obscrvers agree that
such amendments in their present form will
ly be defeated. However, there is the
possibility ol 2 compromise being struck in an

cffort to placate the right wing. -

RENAMO WORKING HARD

Renamo's supporiers are also extending
their efforts beyond Congress. Conservalive
aclmsls hopc to force not only the U.S.

Agency for Tnternational Development (AID)
but alsg mrivate relicf organizations to work
wuh Renamo and to. in tum, pressurc the

bican g nt to negotsaic with the
rebel forces.

The MNR—which has dcsuv)cd much of
Moiambigue's ture while
waging a Icnor canipaign lgnma the civilian
population—is rupresenicd in Washington: by
the Mozambique Infonnation Office, housed
in a suiie donated by Free The Eagle (a far-
right Jobby) in the Heritage Foundation build-
ing. The office is run by an American, Tom

Schaaf, who says the main emphasis of his_

woik is 10 insure that Renamo has some say
oyer the distribution of incoming aid.

“The MNR ha- offered to take food and re-
lief organization: . it their termitory before the
aid is distnbuted  soys Schaaf. **We are also
ting. congice «tfices to generate inter-
est in ,\uch aface o2 trip, which could in-
clude representiics o from the National Sec-
urity Councii, the (‘cnlml Inteliigence Agency
and the Defense Intelligence Agency."

would sot be a constructive way to get food to

the who need it.”
l- claims he has other takers and
mntumnﬁefcpmmm“
reputable groups msy col-
M-‘&“mmmu-—
so-called ‘‘humanitarian™ or-
nxhuﬁuﬂofbenm\cymd

the Ni:ngu- Development Council have
been linked to the U.S.-backed contras in
Nicaragus.

Possibly of even gréater concern to the far
right than the bumanitarian assistance being
discussed by Congress is r-tena, de-

aid, which would be allocated to

Sadcc. The House Africa Subcommittee has

already autliorized $50 million annually for

Sadcc over the next five years, specifying that

ulestSOSofﬂmecusedfmde-

jon links by the in-

tpzndenl states of the region. Given its vital

ports on the Indfan Ocean, Mozambique

would be onc of the main beneficiaries of such
an allocation. :

RIGHT-WING FEARS SADCC

. If the rail line running from Harare, Zim-
babwe, to Mozambique’s Beira port was re-
paired and adequately protected, experts pre-
dict that, in addition to the incalculable re-
gional benefits, Mozambique could casily triple
its forcign currency earnings within a year.
Such an injection into Mozambiquc’s troubled
economy would obviously affect the civil war
as well as the go *s ability to add
its people’s social needs.

The success of Sadcc pvojems would also

P 3 critical seth or the
government in Preton.l whose effom (o mlm-
uin white domi
Afnca are dependent upon the economic de-

of the ding majority-ruled

states. For both reasoms, the conservative
movement in this country is anxiovs i, nicvent
U.S. support for Sadcc.

Bozies Coben intends to make this issue a
priont o his Conservative Action Founda-
oo o e coalition of right-wing lobbies
with whom he v orks. **We intend to cducate
enourh people about this utterly futile effort to
wean the Mozambique government away from
Moscow by buying them off with American
taxpayers’ money for Sadec,”” said Colicn.

Ulumately, however, the far right s chances
for success with the Congress over this issuc
will hinge more on spending constraints in the
era of Gramm-Rudman budget cuts than on
any perceived logic of Cohen's ideological
contentions. A staffperson for Sen. Roth indi-
cated their econmmc argumcnt against the
Sadcc request. ““We will point out,” says
Roth's aide, “‘that the development projects,
which some in lhe Congress intend to fund,
will only be by Renamo forces 1n
Mozambique and Unita forces in Angola: it's
nonsensical.”*

Whether or not conservatives succeed in
preventing U.S. assistance from getting to
Southern Africa this year, it is cvident that
many of them sec this foreign aid debate as
mesely a phase within an exteaded campaign
to win support for the antigovemment in-
susgency in Muwnblque We are only be-
ginning (o have an impact,” claims Schaaf,
“We are building our credibility and, wuh
that, broader grassroots support for Rcramo.’
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