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C O N F R O N T A T T O N  (
between SA and its
b l a c k  n e i g h b o u r s
moun ted  yes te rday
w i th  c l a i 'ms  f r om
Mozambique suggest-
ing that seven SA re-
conna i ssance  com-
m a n d o s  a n d  t h r e e  P o r t u g u e s e
commandos from SA are leading
"bandit operations" by the Mozambi-
can Resiiüance Moveinent (MNR).

_ An SADF spokesman said last night
SA's positior as far as Mozambi{'ue
was concerned had been clearlv and
repeatedly explained by Deïence
Mínister Ïvtagnirs Malan as well as
other members of the Cabinet. He had
nothing to add to those statements.

Recèntly Malan said SA had given
no support to the MN'R since the sign-
ing of fhe Nkomati Accord. but addéd:
"SA's approach is clear: Either peace
ano co-operation, or confict - land-
mrnes and terror.',

Quot ing Mazambican secur i ty
sources, tne country's official news
agency Aim said the seven SA reckies
were operating in the district of Mu-
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tarara in the north-western province
of Tete - a narrow strip- of land
sandwiched between the Ìríalawian
border and the Zambea River.

The three Portuguese eommandos,
said to have possibly come Írom a
station in Natal, were allegedly lead-
ing bandit operations in lnchope in
the central province oÍ Sofala, at! im-
oortant areã for the defence oÍ the
beira Corridor.

Aim also claimed that information
reached Maputo the week before
President Samora Machel's deatb
that there were SA soldiers in Tete. It
said people Íleeing from Mutarara
spoke of "South AÍricans command'
ing the MNR".


