
Zimbabwe denies MNR claim to have downed helicopter (Text of South African
agency dispatch) I{arare, 22nd October: A Zimbabwean goveÍnment spokesman today
dismissed a claim by the Mozambique National Resistance that it had killed 27
Zimbabwean servicemen and úot down a Zimbabwean helicopter in an ambush. "We
have checked with our sources and no such information has come to our attention"
said the spokesman. According to üe MNR spokesman in Lisbon, úe helicopter with a
crew of fóur was úot down on Sunday Il9th OctoberJ - the same day PresiJent Machel's
aircraft crashed - while providing "top cover" for a convoy of army uucks in the
Gorongosa area, where the rebels formerly had their headquarters. The rebels claimed
that the convoy was wrecked, large quantities of ammunition and supplies being
captured.

Zunbabwe has recently been asked to send reinforcernents to help the Mozanrbicangovernment repulse a renewed oflensive by the rebels. A force of mài, tt,an irotiôZim.bab.wean tioops is depJoyed in Mozam'bique's ce.ntral pro_vinccs guarding strategicroutes to the sea- Earlier.this.ye_ar when zimiabwe lost a^DC-3 irunïpori aircraft andtwo helicopters on ooerations ií Mozambique, trre crastres;;;;";;;,r '.ãjrrt. iã-úJrv
for relariveì ro be infôrmed. (SApÀin É;sJËhldï gmt22o.; sãi 
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