Pretoria’s peace
moves spell trouble

Sun Times

for insurgents...:

THE fate of two anti-Marxist
vertilla with links to
uth Africa is in the balance
as a result of the moves to en..
t.!ua cmﬂii;ct between Pretoria
an ortuguese-speakin
nelghbours, Mozambique un
Angola.

Spokesmen in Lisbon for
the Mozambican National
Resistance (MNR) and the
Natlonal Union for the ‘fotal
lndegendcnce of Angola (Un-
ita) bravely asseri that, de-
lg.ite detente, little has
changed and the struggle will
continue,

But Fortuguese officials in
Lisbon say the realiiy is quite
different,

Nowbere is this truer than
in 1’ czambique, where the re-
;ht‘agc; movement (known

0i tuguese acroydym
o{ Renamo) is heavil nzpen-
dent upo) South Africa.

It war, first set up by white-
ruled Rhodesia’s security
forces before independence.

Frelimo claims it is now
heing used 1o destabilise Ma-
puto's Marxist regime.

Renamo's actions have also
affected other black-ruled
neighbours like Malawi and
Zimbabwe, whose road, rail
and oil supply routes run
through t~hel areas in
Mozamblque

Closer than ever

In Angola, It is claimed,
South Africa has been largely
sympathetic to Unita rebels
led by Dr Jonas Savimbi, who
has been operating through a
broad plece of territory In
castern Angola.

The past few months of in-
tense diplomatic actlvity, of-
ten with Lisbon as broker,
have brru-it South Africa
closer tha, .ver before to 2
regional nou-aggtession pact
with its ideologically, oppo-
&l:¢ nelghbours, and peace is
In the alr for the firsi time for
nearly a decade.

For Renamo, peace could
spell de:th.

Guerrila activities are not
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groups
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Less support is likely

expected o cease overnight,
mainly because t*- rebels
have stockpiled sufficient
supplies to stretch through
the next two years.

But vital support that per-
mits the rebels to train and
transport themselves could
become more problematical
if the trend towards delente
and rapprochement is main-
tained.

Until now Repamo has
nominally been controlled by
colonlal expatriates, and the
current secrelary-genetal s
Senhot Evo Fernandes.

Today, despite strong Fre-
htno government counter-of-
fensives, the Renamo guer-
rillas have extensive
influence.

They are present in forc.
in three key central prov-
inces — Sofala, Manica and
Zambesia — and claim to be
active in nine of the country’s
10 provinc-s, The Mozambi-
can army «ays it has wur-

rounded upwurds of 3000
well-nrm#bels in the Gor-

ongoza ares and s preparing
for an onslaught to wipe
thern out,

Indeed, recent teports
from Mozambique indicate
that the winds of war may
now be blowing iy the gov-
ernment’s fuvour.

And the amount of rebel
counter-pro fanda surfac-
ing presently in Lisbon may
be a measure of the pressures
Renarno is facing.

On the Angolan front an
end to a debilitating conflict
seems to be in sight,

If the ceasefire between
South Africa ard  Angola
holds, conditions ...} be cre-
ated for commitments by
both sides to drop support for
guerrilla groups,

South Africa will cut off
backing for Unita and
Luanda will end spport for
Swapo fighters in southern
Angola seeking independence
g;r Soutlh West Africa/Nami-

a.

[n preparation for the day,
l;’niu has been beenhbuslz
shoring up support throug
Zambia if'l)d Zam.

Areas of influence

It was seen as significant
i Lisoon that a recent grou
of Iorelgn Journalists whicl
visited Unita zones travelled
via road links to Zaire,

“Bul a mere halt in South
African sympathy to Unita
will not be nearly as devas-
tating as a similar move
agai.st Reramo,

Unita Is a tribally based
group with acknowledged
areas of influence in the
south and centre of the coun-
try.
Mott Arcola watchers In
Lisbon belleve that, unlike
Mozambique, the Luanda
government will sooner or
1a*2, be forced (0 a political
settlement with Unita involy-
ing either a sharing of power
or, more radically, a division
of the country,



