Rebel threat to Machel
growing — claim
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DURBAN — A Natal

businessman, who still
has fairly extensive inter-
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mours, both in Berei and
Maputo. that the resist-
ance movement was vir.
tually in control of three
provinces in the north,
“Some of the govern-
ment officials I had con-
tact with substained these
claims and said that the
‘rebels’ were coatinually
on the move and were at-
tacking vital installa-

tions,”

The businessman said
that it was not susprising
that the resistunce move-
ment was having consi-
derable sucess. He said
the local army was poorly
fed, badly trained and ap-
peared to be “an undisci-
plined lot”

He said the local popu:
(ation, particularly in ru.
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ral areas,
apathetic sbout the Ma-
chel regime m’: were
openly assisting the resist-
ance fighters in the north.
He also commented on
the fact that Pres. Machel
was very rarely in public

in Maputo. When he did |

make an y be
was always heavily guar-
ded,
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