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iaunched an of iensive int i l
Zanbezia from bases in
Maltwi. T'frat assault col lapsed
in November wheu the Molam.
bican army captured the marn
MNR base inside Zambezia at
the same t inre that Malarvi
bowed 1o Mozambican pressure
and restricted the ]l{l\iR,s use
of bases there.

1 ,  In .  Apr i l ,  t l i e  MNR aga in
Yswept-acfoss Zarnbezia. By L{ay
it  had advauceci furthef than
las t  year ,  reac i r ing  the  coas t
and.lnoving for i l re f irst t i rne
n0r1h jnto Nanipula province.
necenil) ' ,  i l rel .e has been f ight-
ing only 30 rni les from NIm_
pula city and 20 miles frorn
Quelimane, the capital of Zarn-
0ezra.

.  Noth ing  was sa id  pub i i chr
about  the  new MNR of fens ive .
Then, in a speech in euel i_mane on June 19 ,  p res ident
Mache l  admi l ted  thh t  rnuch o f
Zambezia was nowraffected, and
tat soltre res. idents of eLrel i i lane
u'ere-asl i ing rvhen the cit5, i tself
\voutcl l )e attac:ked.

IIe cl isnr. issecl sirch fqars as
nonsense : " pr.olt le rr.ho thinl i
the '  arrncd l lanrl i ts '  r .r , i l l  en{el
thc cit-y have chic, l icns' heacis,-
hc _sajd. Fle pronrised to I 'eturn
ln  Ju ly  to  v is i t  the  a f fcc ted  c l i s_
[nets.

,  There- seem to be onl,v a few
nunqred al. l l ted men in Zambe_
,l ia, !r ! .  they havc practical j .v
$losed the pr.ovince. The mrri i i
falget is road traff ic. Cars and
lorr ies have been shot at,  and
do.zens of n-eople ki l led bt
mines. n-n - electr i f icat ion pro_
Ject was halted after an Ital ian
,civi l . .  engjneer was kictnappecl
,on the Quelimane-Gurue l .bad
lon  Apr i l  ?4 .  I Ie  i s  s t i l l  m iss-
I tng .
[ ^The result is_ i l rat people are
la r ra td  10  t lave l ,  and commel .ce
[has col lapsed, Traff ic fronr euc-
lumane to i l re tea centre of
lt;urue. moves b-y army convolr'.
l , ,As  happened las t  year . ,  ihe
FrL\r i ,  men seem t0 move about
I l l te province almost unmo_
|e$ed. But they are movin.g in
lsmauer groups than last yeai.,
lmd the only two maior. attacks
l lhe MNR has tr ied both fai led.
Ithe Mozambican army repulsed
lr[ .altentpt t-o enter the town
ll t  lggeta and an attack on the
fvnel lmane water supply.
[" President f t Iachel sait t  in
[ luel imane that the MNR was
fi!'ll operating from Malalvi.
[ . !gt l tre ]ower tevet of this
lorensrve suggqsts that presi-
f  lent Banda is no loneer ai low-
fhg South Afr ica to set 1r
[ i izehble rear bases for the
l l lNR. This t ime i t  pushed
lquickly to the sea, whiih sug-
Itests. South Afr ica is plobably
l iending supplies by boat, as i t
l{oes to MNR bands furilrer
Irouth.
It  is also clear that. ei i l rer

ly .choice or . fear, some pea-
unts are helping the MNR. In
response to this, the army tras
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