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Veil of secrecy on anti-Frelimo leader's sla)zing on Transvaal farm

EXILES IN MURDER PLOT

By RAY JOSEPH In LONDON
and NEIL HOOPER In

JOHANNESBUFG
\  MAt IA -STYtE  co r t i p t racy
u-lthln the rhadowy world of
l lozamblque exlle pblit lcr is be.
leved to be behf nd tha rnyrtery
nurder uf legendary regiitance
sadar Mr Orlando Christ lna
rear Prstorla.

tu speculation swept through South
lfrlca's 600000-strring Porluguese
:ornmunity, informed sources close to
he Mozernbican insurgenh said they
>elieved the rnurder wis the result of
nternal stri le wlthin the Mozambique
Yational Resistanee (MNR) move-
nent battl ing to overthrow President
iarnora Mschel.

Mr Chrrstina, a rough, tough bushfighter
pho was the MNR stionsman, was kil led
rhortly after he hsd forriulated plr-s for
tn MNR govcrnment.in-exile,

These were seen as a major advance in
plans by the increasingly successful insur.
leni movement to topple the Machel
regrme.

But they could lrave sealed lt lr Chris'
l ina's fate, lor rivalrv within thc NINR
llm":;t celtainly tay Uehind the murder.

Speculat ion
However a vei l  rr f  almost total set 'reev

srrrroundt the l . i l l ing o'r a farnr reported tb
1,..  somewhere in the Pretcria area.

Srreculat ion that M: Christ ina was Lhe
vict im of a Frel imo dcath squad sent fron:
Maputo is  ru led out ,

He was under constant and hcavv quard
when jn South Afr ica. ald sdmisslon io any
house where he stayed was closely
scrutinlsed.

Trr add to the mystery, close family
frrends say that despite intense efforts they
have not been able to asc'-'rmin the where"
abouts of his body or even when the f unet 'al
is l ikely to take place,

L ieu ienant -Genera l  C F Z ie ts t , tan,  ch le f
of the CID. said a post-mortrm examina'
t lon wrs carr ied oirt  on Mondav, and he,
assumed the family was then givcn t:ustody

of thc body.
Mr Chr is t ina 's  South l f r i .

can"born wife FrancesicH ts
staying with retat i t 'ca on t ire

Inouir ies at mortuarles, fu'
neraf oarlours rnd cemeter'
ies in the Pretoria area have
disclosed nothing about ar-
rangements for his burial.

Tle officer eornmanding
et thc State mortuary said
Mr Chrlstina's body was not
at the mortuary and had
never been Lhere,

Al l  that ool ice have said
ofliciallv ab",t'l Mr Chris'
t ina's diath is: "The South
Afrlcan Police are investi '
gatlng a shooting incident in
which a *h i te  man,  Mr  Or-
lando Chr ts t ina,  was k i l led
near Pretoria No arlests
have been made."

^{ close fr iend of Mr Chris-
t ina's disclosed t lrat the guer-
r i l la cornmander recentlY at '
tended a meeting in Lisbon at
which a l \ lozambican govern'
r n e n t - i n - e x i l e  w a s  e s t a b '
ll.rhed by the l2.mentber
MNR central committee.

1'he kl l l ing of Mr Christ ina
is undoubtedly a severc set-
back to MNR hoPes of top
pl ing the l t lachel regime, and
comes on thc eve ol a major
Frel imr.,  \ :" \ngregs in Maptrto,

I n  h  i d i ng
Only a few days ago, the

guerr i l las ,  through rhe l r  L is -
b r l n -based  spokesman  Mr
Evo I. 'ernandes, claimetl they
wcre on the brink of over-
throwing the Maputo gsvern-
ment, Two clays after Mr
Chr i s t i na ' s  dea th  became
known in Lisbon, Mr Fer-
nandes went into hiding lear-
ing possihle attenrptt on his
Ufe,

Mozambique's only com-
rnent on lvir Christ ina's death
has come from the off icial
news aEency . { , lM. I t  reca l led
that Mr Christ ina became an
agent of the former Pr)rtu.
t u c s e  s e c r e t  p o l i c e  ( P I -
DE,,DGS) in 136{, and at-
tempted to irrfiltrate the
ranks of Frel imo,

with the help of Rhodesian
security forces he set up the
M N R  f o l l o w i n g  M o z a m .
bique's independenee in l9?5.

Wi th  M'  Chr i .e t ina 's  dpath

o f  Mr  C l t r i s t i na  s  ] ) ( I L rno
(goCfa the r ) ,  l \ 1 r  Jo rge , l a r -
d tnr ,  h ive : , . r  d ied.

Mr  Ja rd t , r t  was  t he  wh r te
P o r L u g u e s e  F e i r a - l t a s c t l
bus inessman who for  vea '
under  Dr  tn ton io  <. le  Ol i r 'e r ' ; r
l ,a iaz l r  i rnd Dr  Nlar t ' t i la
( lAc[ano Was l lre m0$t D{)\4'cl  -
f u l  s i n g l e  r n f l u e n ' c n  r n
Mozambiquc,

Mr ( lhr is t ina,  i l so  ruh i lc ,
u 'as  h is  r igh( l rand rnarr

l ,a$t  vcar ,  l !1 r  Jard inr
ut te  o I  the pr inc ipa l  v  i r : t in r r
r : f  t h e  I 9 7 {  c o u p  u  h i r ' f r
( )vor lhrew t i rc  [ )or tuguct . r l
d l c t a t0 r : i h i p  an r l  l ed  

" , ' 6 i t r . ' kt ' u l e  i r t  t he ,q f r i can  ( r r l n r r r c ' s
r l tcd r)f  a heart lr l tei ' f : .  in

L ibrev i l le .  C iabon
I \1r  ( - lh r rs t i r ra  bu i l t  up hr ;

rcput i r t ion \ ,  ( , l t rs  i tgr t  w: i rnr r  h l
l r td  hanc l -o i r :ked Jarr lu i r  unr t . r
r )n  r r f fe i ls ives in to  no ighbour '
r  n  g .  [ . ' r c i  r  t r i 0 - s  r r  p p o  f t  r  n  H
i ta l l ]s  operat ions l r t ; t  t
n)o-qt  r l rcn would have t t ' -
gardr ld  ss  surc ida l

Fu r  mun ths ,  . , ' .  r hc  l egcn t l
goes. l te r, ,p{,rate(J tr i  thtr hc;rrt
o f  l ) a r - c s ' S a l a a n r  w h l r r .
F r e l i l t t o  h a d  i t s
headouar t t rs

M e h n w h i l e ,  t h r  f ( r n l I r
Mozat"rhic'an cottsr i l  l r)  i ,rs"
hon,  l l l r  I ' ranc isco Vi t r i i  i l r r r
t ' i l t f le ro .  u 'Js  vesterd i rv  l i : .
por tec l  111 have s t lught  Sru l i t r
r :a l  as \ iurn  in  Pr l t tugu l

I 'here wts no intmedratr. '
off icial confirm,rt i i ;n of thr. '
report and the slo?.arnbjc' ; ln
er,)b.irss)''"'], L,j.?l]: rlec!,mr'cl

, The c:onsul reportedlv flecl'
Morambique last wit on
poqrd a fligit ro Lisbon after
D e l n g .  l n t e r r o g a t e d  f o r
B€veral weeks by the Mozam-
blcen securlty scrvicds over
the earlier defecilon of the
Mozam biquan ambassador rn
Lisbon, Ml Joao Araide.

Mr At^side fled to paris
late lest year after it had
been digclosed tbat he was
working for the French se.
curity serviees agairut the
Mozambican goveinment,


