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A WHITE commando
kil led rvhi le tn' ing to
sabotage a-v i ta l  ra i lway
l ine  in  Mozambiqr re  was
an IJ is te r lnan serv ing  in
the Soutl l  Afr ican army.
E v i d e n c e  o f  h i s  i d e n t i t y
prov ides  l r roo f  o f  the
' secret r.var '  South Af r ica
is viaging a.qainst neigh-
bouring black State.s.

The Mozambique Govern-
men i  had beer i  unab le  ro
identi fv che rvhite saboteur,
o r  the  th ree  Af r i cans  who
d ied  w i th  h i rn ,  because a l l
fonr  r ,vere  b lown to  t r ieces .
But  one r ' . i ta l  c lue ,  a  photo-
gra l rhed page '  o f  a  hand-
rv r i t ten  nove l  about  Nor thern
I re land,  has  been ob ta ined
br- Tun OssrnvRn.

Th is  l r roves  tha t  the .sabo-
teLlr rvas Sandhurst-trained
L ieu tenant  A lan  Ging les ,  27 ,
from Larne in Countv
Ant r im.  Bv  the  t i rne  o f  h is
death  he  had res igned f rom
the Br i t i sh  Ar rny  and had
becorne a  regu la r  o f i i cer  in
t lre South Afr ican Def ence
Force .

Shor t l y  a f te r  the  fa ta l
exp los ion  o l l  the  ra i lway
l inc .  be tween Z i rnbabwe and
the  Mozambique por t  o f
Be i ra ,  the  Def  ence Force
headguar te r5  in  Pre tor ia  re -
leased a  comrnun iqud about
Gine les ,  Th is  sa id  he  had
b e e n  k i l l e d  ' i u  a c r i o n
aga ins t  te r ro r is ts '  in  the'opera t iona l  a rea" '

The South  Af r i can  em-
bassy in London has con-
f irmed that the phrase
' o p e r a t i o n a i  a r e a '  i l w a y s
re fers  to  ' the  zone be tween
Ango la  and Namib ia . '  I t s  use
in  th is  ins tance was in tended
to hide the awkq'ard truth
that Gingles had died on
the other side of the Afr icai i
continent, rvhi le attacking a
civi l  target in a sovereign
Sta te .

T h e  r e v e l a t i o n  a b o u t
Ging les  is  the  f i rs t  d i rec t
p roo f  tha t  South  Af r i ca  i s
str iking at non-mil i tary in-
s ta i la t ions  deep ins ide  o ther
count r ies .  A l legat ions  o f
sucir act ions are often tnade,
notably by Zimbabwe's Pl i tne
Min is te r ,  Rober t  .  Mugabe.
But  ind isputab le  ev idence
has been lack iug .

Ihe  Be i ra  ra i l rvay  is  a
main artery for Zimbab,rqe's
impor ts  and expor ts .  A long-
side i t  runs the equally vul-
r.rerab,le oi l  piuel ine. The
mail ' l  effect oi sabotage at-
tacks on either is to under-

,n r ine  the  economv o f  Z im-
babwe and make 

- 
i t  depen-

dent  upon Iou tes  th rough
South Afr ica.

Gingies died more than 300
miles beyond South Afr ican
terr i tory. His operation was
ouite dist inct from the
l lni i ted cross-border raids
made by the Defence Force
to  ' take  ou t  '  the  bases  o f
guerri l las planning to inf i l -
trate South Afr ica.

After the attack on the
rai lway-at Doeroi,  halfway
between Beira and the Zim-
babwe border-Mozambique
brotested that unidenti f ied
'Boer  so ld ie rs '  had been in -
volved. A spokesman for the
South Afr ican Government
cal led this ' ly ing propa-
ganda.'  Only .  a few days

ear l re r  i t  had  pu t  ou t  the  f  e
total iy rnisleading statement J- A--)
about Gingles.

The background tb the
death of Gringles has re-
mained hidden for more than
a year. I t  acquires added
signif icance because last
week another Bri ton-Finlay
Dion. Harni l ton, from Man-
chester- lvas jai led f or 20
years for al leged involvement
in the sabotage last Decem-
ber of Beira's fuel depot.
wh ich  serves  Z imbabwe.  

-

Rebetr 'cenl '
Susp ic ion  was d i rec ted  a t

Beira's snral l  expatr iate com-
munity- in which Hamilton
was a leading f igure - be-
cause i t  was  known tha t
white merl had operated
a longs ide  gue l r i l l as  be long-
lqg . io t !re_ irbel Mozambigul
Nat iona l  Res is tance organ isa-
t ion .  Hami l ton  was accused
of  runn ing  an  MNR 'ce l l . '

The trai l  that led to
Gingles's home town, 20 miles

north of Belfast, had begun
in  Maputo .  the  cap i ta l  o f
I \{ozambiqu'e. Tnr OseRvrn's
corresrrondent there, JosePh
Hanlon. obtained pictures
taken i t  the scene 

- 
short lY

after Gineles had blown him-
self urr.  

-The 
PhotograPher

was Car los  Rodr iques ,  f rom
the staff of Beira's Diario de
Mocambique.

These pictures show the
equipmeni of the sabotage
teani, including r i f les, a mai),
and 

-a 
camuflaged sleePing

bag.
T'here was no name on al ly

of the white man's Posses-
sions. which included basic
mapping equipment, a Portu-
eues-e language Primer and
i  neat lv  inscr ibed word l i s t  in
Shona.- the local Ianguige'
The c ruc ia l  ev ideuce laY in
the p,hotograPhed fragment
of thb. handwritten novel.
i  The f ict ional hero, a stu'
dent named Wil l ie, was Port"
raved as being heavi lY in-
volved in Northern Ireland's
'po.l i t ics. He had been recnui '
, ied into a r ight-wing terror- '
,  ist cel l .  and was instructed
to inf i l i rate the Ulster De-
fence Reg' iment.

r One sadiy apt sentence in
the novel reads : 'Death, as

: he now knew, was anything
i but pleasant or glorious"
i TnB Ossrnvnn established
' that the dead saboteur was
i called Gingles. Th'is, unusual
, surname was tracked to
, Larne. which f i t ted with the

novel.- A gir l  in the storY has
. the codename 'Antr im,'  and

Larne is in County Antrim.

Letters home
In Larne, there wis no

diff iculty in tracing Gingles's
relat ives. He was well-known
in the town and was so keeu
on mil i tary l i fe that he had
joined the Ulster Def ence
Regiment while st i l l  in t i re
sixth fornr at Larne Grammar
Schooi He went to Sandhurst
and was commissioned in the
Royal Ir ish Ranget's in 1977.

After the news of his death,
there rvas a memorial ser-
vice ; ' r  Larne Presbyterian
Church

r!r !^^s farmhouse near the
Ballyhampton Road, two
mi les  f  rom Larne.  Huber t
Gingles produced Iast week
a bundle of the letters sent '
home by his son from Afr ica.
The handwrit ing in them
was identical with that of
the manuscript found 5,000
miles away beside the
Mozambique rai lway i ine.

Al l  this gives the l ie to
South Afr ica's claim that
Ging les  had d ied  ' in  ac t ion
against terrorists. '  By some
lights, he was a terorist him-
se l  f .

The identi f icat ion of
Gingles also weighs agair ist
South Afr ica's denial of
col laboration ruith the
Mozambique National Resist-
ance. MNR guerri l las are
reportedly trained at Phala-
borwa, a mil i tary camp in
the  eas tern  Transvaa l ;  the
off icial communiqu6 said
that Gingles had been based
at Fhalaborwa.

Hubert Ginel'ds is proud of
his son : 'Alan was adventur-
ous and had a wish to com-
bat terrorisnr. '  He thought his
son had died in some unortho-
dox mission 'perhaps trying
to blow up a bridge. '

After an unexcit ing spel l  in
Germany, Alan Gingles had

resisned his Bri t ish commis'
sion- and gone to Rhodesia'
durins the closing stages of
ttre Smith regime. There he
foueht in a conrmando unit
of t f ,e Selous Scouts, but when i
Rhodesia became Zimbabwel
he nroved on to South Afr ica' i

His letters displaY anti  !
Marxist views, and a bitteil:l
ness-shared by many regu',1
lar soldiers who fought in I
Rhodesia-that the victorY I
f inal lv went to their black I
oppoients. A wish for revenge l
is 

-said 
to motivate some ot ' l

the former Rhodesians who I
volunteer for r isky operations I
north of the Limpopo River. l

Although Gingles fai led, I
other raids into Mozambique I
have had spectacular results, I
The devastat ion of the BeiLa I
fuel depot caused weeks oi I
damaging petrol shortages in I
Z imbabwe.  I

Dion Hamilton was, unti l  I
the t ime of his arrest. thb I
managins director in Beira of i
IVIanica : Freight Services, I
owned by the Ango-Arnerican l
Corporai ion of South Afr ica. I
He had l ived for 20 years in I
iVlozambique, and acted as,:l
unofficial 

- 
Bi'itish Consul irii'1

Beira. ; j
Hamilton was a champion,i l

Mozambique parachrit ist qnd.l
trained a Government sky.. l
diving team. At the time of,'j
his arrest, with eight others,
I.r is plane was said to have a
ful l  tank of fuel and ready
for ' take-off.  , ,r :

Before his tr ial ,  part of
which was in secret, he was
paraded bar:efoot, shirt less:;
and in manacles in front of :
a pol i t ical ral ly,

t I t  was Hamilton's misfor., ,
tune perhaps, to be working
in a country which other
white men have been trying,
so hard to destabi l ise. ;
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