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A  S K I R M I S H  b r .
t w e e n  Z i m b r b w c r n
trocps gnd antl-F,tt l imo
guelri l lae in Mou em.
bique has under l ined
the growing danger of
the rehels,  a l legeci ly
b a c k e d  b y  S o u t h
Af  r i ca ,  c lash ing  wr th
the forees of several
" f r o n t . l t n e "  s t L t e s ,

Though otherwise ln.

T h e  s k i r m i s h  i n
ques t ion  took  p lace  on
Friday evening when
guerr i l las launche d a
mortar attack r, 'n a
punrping stat ion ebout
hn i{ wey elryng the
p ipe l ine  tha t  car rJes
most of Zr,mbcbw€'$
f u e l  6 u p p l i e s  f r o m
Beira to Mutare (for.
t t rer ly t lmtal i ) .

The at tackers werg
beaten olf hfore they
could do cny damage,
by Zimbabween troops
stationed rt Maf,orgs to
protect the t88 km fuel
l i fe l ine,

Thou'gh the possibil'
i ty o f Zimbabwean
rni l i tary involvement in
the Moeambican con-
f l ic t  has been dlscussed
for ) 'esrs Prtme, Ivlinis-
ter Robert lt{ugabe is
bel ieved to l tave been
f r . r tced into luklng
aet ion  a f  te r  the  MNR
tr lew up the Mef orga
pipel lne punping sta.
t lon  on  October  11 ,  A t
the  sam€ t ime the
MNR k idnapped th ree
Portuguese t ;echnic ians
and the i r  fami l tes ,

The PortuFluese were
l a t e r  r e l e u s e d  b u t
main tenance workers
r o f u s e d  t o , 8 o  b e c k  t o
the fr ipel ino wi thout
protect i  on,

Gunship
Now they are escnrt-

e d  i n  a n d  o u t  o f
l tozembtque by t rooPs
anr l  hel icoPter gun'
s h  i p s ,

Zimbabwe's Posi t ion
worsened when sabo'
teurs  b lew up par t  o f
the  Be i ra  f  ue l  tank
farm cau.s in l ;  a  h igh lY
damagtng fur l l  shorteBe
i n  Z i m b a b w e  j u s t
bef ' re Chr istmas.

Other ZJmbabwc im'
nort .s have also been
d r s r u p t e d  b y  M N R
a t t a c k s  o n  r o a d  a n d
ra i l  r r rutes f rom Beira
enr l  l tapu t r t .  in t reas lng
I la rare 's  dePende nce
o n  t h e  s o u t h w a r d
route s through $outh
A f r iea ,

The MI. IR tsdio sta '
t i o n ,  R e d i o  F r e e
A f  r ics (  th e Vniee of

the Hyena to those on
the  r i ce iv ing  end) .  has
at lea*t  twice warned
l h a t  t h s  m o v e m e n t
would begin at tackin 'g
Zimbabwean tsrget.s i f
the Mugabe Eovern'
ment cor. t inued Provid;
ing  mi l i ta ry  t iuFpor t  to
Mnzamtr ique.

Zimbabwe is not the
only bleck-ruled Pouih'
ern Afr ica state wi th a
vi ta l  interest  in Mozam-
bique'e secur l tY ai tua'
t io t t ,

Without tho Moaam'
hiean ports,  lanr l lncked
Zamhia must relY on
South  Af  r i ca  to  he lP
shift the huge "olter'
f lo r  " '  f rom the  ine f f l '
c ient  Tanzam rai lwaY
to  Dar  es  Sa la ;m.

n  . ' i
l - . ) ,  t l i r t ,n  l ; tsu ' ' )

t  , ' 3
l  i ! t l  l '

l t

co nsequen t ia l , t h  e
shootout appeanc to
ha ve bcen the f  l r ; t
acknowledged contrct
between the Mozant.
bjque Nst ional  Fests.
t a n c e  ( l \ l N R )  a n d
troops of  a Mozamhican
al ly drawn lnto thr l
con f l i c t  to  p ro tee t  l t s
economic intercsts.

When the lhree com"
panies at  Zlrubabwean
soldrers w,ere cent to
I lnzambique In  mid .
November they jo ined
an estlm ated sevorq.l
lhousrnd Tanzan isn
troops rent by Presi .
dent Juliu" Nyerere to
re in fn ree  the  Fre l imo
fo rees.

Ttvq other M'zumbi.
can ne ighbours ,  Zembja
a n d  M a l a w i .  a r o
bcl' ieved ,to have been
r s k e d  b y  h e s i d e n t
Satnora Michel'g gov.
crnment to send troops,
lhough thore  is  no  evr .
dence yet thet  eny
have arrived.

_. Deployed
r towev€r,  in a recent

r a d t o  b r o a d c a s t  a n
I I N R  s p o & e r m a n
c l a t g l c d  Z a m b r a n
troops had r een tie,
nloved already.
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