
OP IN ION

The freedom Bomba
chose
SHOR'ILY af ter  ' reports had been
recr l i ved  o f  the  de fcc t io ,n  to  Sou lh
Afr ica bl '  L ieutenant Ad,r ' iano Bomi.ra
of the Mozamblque Air  Force, tongues
startcd vragging in the blask town.
e  h ips . '

, Around o!^ery ,f ire, in t,he ehe"
bee n s,  at  schools,  in the s p ot ' ts
,g r 'ounc ls ,  in  tax i . : ,  in  buses ,  tn , t r , t ins
a n d  e v e r y w h e r e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s
centred on Lieutenan t, l lomtra ancl
h is  je t - f igh ter  and h j .s  i l r ten t ions  to
apply for  asvlum ir t  So.: t l r  Afr ica.

The,rc were many suggr:st ions
about pos's i l l le reasons for his dofcc-
t jon .  They  a l l  s ) 'mpa l  h ised  w i th
Bomba and nrany  o f  thuse " in  the
know"  u f fe rcd  va lua l l l c  a r lv iee  to  h im
* l lut  unfortunately he was not thers
to hear.  Unfor, t ,unatcl .v,  I  said,

"I thlnlt Bontba has ttot heard 0'r
read about  the  1976 sehoo l  upr is inFs .
Wel l ,  he  cou ld  lend a  he lp ing  hand in
o u r  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e q r r a l  p a r  c a p i t a
expen.d i tu re  on  b lack  and n+ 'h i te
Pt tP l l -c ,  Or t lY  i f  hc  knew tha t  f  rom
no,\ \ '  on his dt , : ;ccndarr ls wott ld be
s u b j e c t e i l  t r r ' B a n t t r '  c r l r r t : a t i o n . "  s a i c l  a
lT .year ' .o ld  h igh  sehoo l  f r t tn i l .

" I  h c a r  I I r  B u n r l l a  s l v s  t h e r e  i s
no  f reedor r r  o f  w t t r .s l r i ; ;  in  h is  count ry .
I n  0 u r  e 0 u n t , r t ' t h e r e  j s  f r c c r l o n r  o i
wprs 'h jp prc, ' idcd, o. f  c()r l rse,  he r locs
not dsre r l ray to a wl i te God ln I

u ' ] t i t e  chu rc , l r . "  s l r l  i ,  l l ' r i r t i s t e r  o f
r e l i g i o n .

- ' i  
- i i ' : i . p a l h i . s e  r l j l l t  8 n 1 1 1 1 1 .  f o r

h i t t ' i n g  t o  r l u c r r ( ' a l l  t l i r s  f o r  f o o r l  i n
) l o z i n n b i q u c ,  I l r : t  h e : :  r i r i i l  g o i u i ;  t o
I u a : ' n  t i r a t  i n  0 u r  c o , n r t l ' \ '  i f  ) ' 0 u  i t r e
o ; '  l l t e  w r0ng  ( ' o l n t t r  )  r r r r  t i o  t r o t  o r t l y

gucue once.  yuu queue v j r tua l ly  l , ror r tthe.e,radlc to the irave,,, ' . i r i . i 'a sociatworke'r,
The soclal worker eontlnued: , ,you

queue to b,e lrorn In ovJierowoegh.ospitals, you rturrue t0 boa,ld a bus ortraln to w,ork Cvery 0r.", ,i,i,i queue tog e t  e ' p a . s s ' a n d  q u e u e  t o  h a v e  apornr i t l .  to  renru jn  at 'home, 
-yn, ,  

qruueto.- c'ollect yoru... pr,,nslon *ri'nrv afterevery_two months, .you qu..uJ., .  , ,
.. "Born,ba eornirtiirrs -ii--trctr 

ofpolitieal f,reedom 
'in 

yoza-mbliiue. I{enas a problenr because tre aiies not

even heve a homelano ln'Souii or.i.,
to exercise his political rlghts far from
the whlte Parrl lament, perlups i l re
Drpartment of Cooporattion arxi Deve-
!opure,nt and :)he f ace Claesifieatlon
lr*{ ean jugrfle ourt ah anwer for
ntrn," said 8 veteran pol,itical figure
frorn Soweto,

- There ls not €ven a ehan.ee otf
l,J.q flylng _out from Kwa.you.Know.
wne,re to white tiouth Africa when he
lqnloq get a Jo,b in trhe honreland,'r 'nst is when he wil , l  wish he never
f lew out from . his rerl  

- 'nohi i inl ,

added the pol i t ieian.
There was also frlenrlly advlee toBom,ba's eni,tics f,rorn sonii! JntormuOqrrarter, Perhaps Bom,ba was a vict irn

of  sr . rbt lo  propagancia spread i ry  the
Departmcnt of I  r ,  rrmal. ion. peihaps,
he had reacJ t l raL t f  he defecte<i  i rd
ru'o'uld be given thc chieft,ainship oi
onc t r r ibe and a b jg luxury eai  to
dr ivr  h im around,  sa id the ' f r iendly
advrser.

"Lieutenent Bomba you never
ml l ! .  l 'our .  p ,o l i t ica l  u 'a ter  

-unt i l  
your

pol i t ica l  wel l  has ) .un c l r l , ,  In  
-  
the

i larr lrn plains of Kwa,yorr.Know.
l l t l rere I 'ou wil l  f ind ! 'our pol i t ieal
or l l ls  but  the problcrn wi t t  be ' that  l t
lv r l t  turn out  to  bv a mirage,"  sa id
onc of those who had beeri 

'Jn 
the

"cooler" ntore than once,

t ,',:'{,1r'i 
t'r
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