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Mozambique preparing

POEN de VILLIERS

MOZAMBIQUE was prepar-
ing itself for an attack by
South Africa, Lieutenant
Adriano Bombs, defected
pilot of the Mozambique Air
Force, said at Hoedspruit in
the Eastern Transvaal on
Saturday,

Lt Bomba was addressing
South African and foreign
journalists at his first Press
cobference since his dra-
matic flight to South Africe
on July 8.

Flying & Russian-made
MiG 17 fighter jet, he was in-
tercepted by two Mirage F1
fighter jets aud forced to
land at Hoedspruit Air Force
Bu_e only 45 minutes after
taking off from Maputo,

Askod whether there was
any .pilitary build-up in Mo-
zambique against South Af-
rica, he said the forces as
well as the population were
preparing themselves for a
l:piouﬂ)le attack by South Af.
Ca.

Sheltera

Among these preparations
were the building of shelters
and the planning of support
by the dvilian population to
the Morambique forces in a
possible counter attack.

But Lt Bomba said he
never believed South Africa |
““The genuine Mosambique

[ ¢en e

—~ they too believe
that South

Africa is not a
threat to M. va.”

He saaid the Mozambique
Government was also sup-
g;rting the African National

ngress.

“The Mozambique flag has
a red star which means inter-
nationalism. The govern-
ment feeds the ANC under
the banner of that red star.”

He said the Mozambique
government “has yet to
admit openly that it allows
ANC bases in the country
but is afraid of South Africa
crossing the border again”.

Asked whether he knew of
any ANC basges, he said no,
because he had not seen any.

“I wouldn't like to suppose
:h.icrt:’u. I only speak on
a ."

Problems

Lt Bomba also said the Na-
tional Resistance Movement
was giving the authorities
big problems in the areas
where it was active.

“Beira iz the place where
the resistance movement has
more popular acceptance.”

He said in Mozambique the
people were told that the re-
sistance movement obtained
assistance from South Af-
rice, “but I have not seen any
proof of this yet”.

The pilot's older hrother
has also asked for political
asy'um in Soutls Africa.

Before giving Lt Bomba
the opportunity to speak to
the Press, Brigadier Dries
van der Lith, Chief of Air
Staff Intelligence, said Mr
Boaventura Homba, older
brother of the pilot, had
crossed the South African
border from Swaziland with
his wife and son only 36
hours after the lieutenant
had landed at Hoedspruit on
July 8. :

Brig Van der Lith said he
had applied for permanent
residence in South Africa
and the matter was being
_dealt with by the civillan au-
thorities.

Mr Bomba had been al-
lowed to see his brother at
Hoedspruit, the brigadier
said.

intention

Lt Bomba said his brother
had not known about his in-
tention to defect to South
Africa.

“My brother told rae he had
heard over the radio while he
was in Swaslland that I had
flown to South Africa. He
wanted to know why I had
dope it and also came to
South Africa.”
* Lt Bomba said his parents
and sisters were still in Mo-
zamblqa:e, bu. l;: did not
think they were in danger.

The Mozambique Govern-
ment does not have a con-
crete case against them.
“This was purely my own de-
ciston.”

He also denied newspaper
reports that one of his sis-
ters was married to a captain

in the Mozambique Air
Force: “I don't know of any
of my sisters being married
to an air force captain.
Where did you fish that one
out?”

8 African

Lt Bomba also confirmed
that his mother was South
African born. She, however,
left for Mozambique 25 years
ago.

Asked whether his mother
had not told him about the
situation in South Africa re-
garding Blacks, he said: “My
mother left SA 25 years ago,
so what she told me was ol
news."”

The defected pilot said
Russia would probably sup-
ply Mozambique with more
modern fighter aircraft —
but it was not certain when.

He disclosed that Mozam-
bique's only fighter aircraft
were obsolete MiIG 17 jets,
while MiG 15 jets were heing
used for training.

“There are now cnly 23
MiG 17's in Mozambique —
the 24th one is now in South
Africa,” he said, There were
three of the even older MiG
1§s -— and mnow only 21

fighter pilots.

Lt Bomba said he had done

only reconnaissance flights

during his 120 hours’ flying.
“I have never used mv
weapons against the Na-
tional Resistance

Movement."”
Anti-White

He denied allegations in
Press reports from Mozambi-
qua %t he was "vi?lently
anti- ' saying firmly:
“That's a le.”

Asked what his impression
was about not seeing any
Black pilots in South Africa,
he said: “I did not find this
strange because I have not
seen any White pilots in Mo-
zambique.”

However, he had been
treatéd well by personnel of
the South African Air Force
since his arrival on July 8. He
was allowed to watch TV, lis-
ten to music and read —
mostly Portuguese litera-
ture

Lt'Bomba is regarded to be

fOIB: attack by SA — defector

in some form of “open cus-
tody” until finality is
reached on his application
for permanent residence.
This was in the interest of
his own safety, said an air
force spokesman,

Influence

His decision to defect
could influence many other
Mozambicans to do tke sam?,
Lt Bomba said.

Giving the full reasons for
his defection he said he had
been disillusioned and his
move was politically meti-
vated.

“l mam aware that thi~ act
could awake feelings in oth-
ers to do the same now that

they heve seen what can be

was much differeat to that in
Mozambique and because “I
knew in South Africe I would
be safe.”

He did not know what to

expect,

“But when I came I was ac-
tually surprised to see how
Whites aad Blacks interac-
ted, because it was not at all
what we were told in Mozam-
bique.

Enlljhton.d

“It’s ovious I am not prop-
erly enlightened about White
and Black relations in South
Africa. It is different to the
propaganda in Mogambique,
What they tell us in Mozam-
bique is a lie.”

He was asked what type of
life, being Black, he sxpected
to f'nd in South Africa. His
ey WaS: “When I came to
South Africa, I did not in-
tend to become involved in
oppo: ition to the internal
policies of the country.”

Lt Bomba confirmed he
nad officiglly applied for a
permanent residence permit:
“My situation will be dedded
by the South African author-
itles.””

Re further disclosed that
he would like to follow an



academic carcer, studying at
a university for “a sclentific
degree”.
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No Food

“At this moment, Mozam-
bique lives om diet of
speaches by Samora Machel.,
is no food in the

long run whatever degree I
finish in the sclentific field
could be of value to Mozam-
bigque.”

‘He said while he was in
Russia he had been allowed
access to li‘erature banned
to the normal Russian citi-
zen,

“T then realised that there

was the sa:ze type of perse-
cution in Russia as in Mo-

zambique.”
people in Mo-

zambique were persecuted,

“They are oppressed and
this particularly affects the
older pr.sple.”

Lt Bomba said he had been
a Catholic before he joined
the air force, but was not al-
lowed to worship afterwards.

“Now I am free and
Catholic again.” :

‘Surviving

People in the lower class,
he said, were not living “but
are surviving what the Fre-
limo "ruime are doing to

The upper class in Mozam-
bique, the lisutenante said
“obviously consisted only of
government members”.

Lt Bomba would i:«¢: to re-
sume his flying career one
day, but only if another gov-
ernment came into power in
Mozambigue. - °

“I like my speciality,” he
said. “Every fighter pilot
likes his speciality . ., it -
into his blood.” -



