He’s not

a Spy, 20 July 1981
say the

experts

Pretdria Boreaa
Lieutenant A F Bomnba 13 not a

spy.

This, at any-hte. 1 the opinion
of several authorities on Af-
rican affairs.

The experts| think it unlikely
that the | Mozambican au-
thorities drchestrated the 23-
vear-old pilot's defection and
sald yesterday there were
too many factors which sup-
ported the view that the lieu-
tenant fled Mozamhique ‘“for
personal reasons’.

They say the fact that Lt Bom-
ha's brother, Mr Bonaven-
tura Bornba, and his family
had also requested political
asylum in South Africa after
the pilot's defection, was a
further indication that Lt
Bomba’'s defection was

enu:ne.

Lt Bomba was a qualified pllot
and us such he belonged to a
grivneged elite in Mozam-

ique, sald Dr G M E
Laistner, Director of the
Africa Institote.

As there were only a few quall-
fied pilots in Mozambique,
the authorities would have
used a ‘‘cheaper’ licutenant
it they wanted to siage a
sham ¢efection, Dr Leistner
sala,

There were too many hitches —
haluding language barriers
— to be contended with for a
hlack Mozambican to Infil-
trate South Africa to become
a spy, Dr Jan du Plessis,
another authority on African
affalrs, said.

It seemed that Lt Bomba was
genuinely disillusloned by
the Marx=ist line of the Fre-
limo Govarnment.

Afticun uationzlism was stead-
ily growing in Southern
Atrica and because Marxisin
could not accotnmodate Afri-
can nationaliat aspirations,
it was fast becoming dis-
credited, Dr Du Plessis sald.

Prof Arrie van Rensburg, a
noted historian who has met
several African Jeaders, sald
the Mozambican authorities
w%ﬂ;ﬂ not have acited n lgch
a cm" way if they had
“‘planted”’ Bornba,
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