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Own Corrcspondcnt
CAI'Ë TüWN. - Thc MiG-17
which lanrled at ltroedspruit Air
iíase lestt,rda.y was as gtnti as
captulerl c.r':n ïrefore it cr.rssed.
lli., , r:.91a1*-, "'rr SOUIft Affi':an
I  i r  sp. l t '

ln fac{. iiuutir Africau Air
F'orce observers probablv had
it tagged on lheir radarscopes
alnrost from the timc it took
off from its airf ield.

SAAF radar stat ions eon-
s tant lv  moni tor  r i r  ac l , iv i ty
alring the nollhern bortlers and
cover a consitlerable slice of
western Mozambique as well.

According ür the authorita-
tive publication "The Ìlilitary
Balanr:e", tlre 800-man Mozanr-
bican Air F'orce has 3li curnbat
aircraft * some \4iG-l7s and
the others the more modern
! I iG - l 9s  (  Na to  code -name
"FarÌÌrer") anrl Mig-21s (Nakr
eule-name "F ishbecl")

It is not known, however, if
a l l  t h e s e  a i r c r a f t  a r e
operational.

The eaptured aircraft now at
lloedspruiI is not a "cateh" for
technical intelligence experts
unless it conlains some s[ar-
t l ing in terna l  modi f  ica t ions.
The suir-sonìc MiG-17 type *
code-namerl "Fresco" by Nato
intelligence - dates its f irst
operational service back to 1953
and was mothballed bv the
Russian and Warsaw Pact air
furces long ago.

Ìn age antl performance it is

closely cquivalent trr the Cana-
clair CLlltIJ Subre Mark 6 with
which the SAAF' was equipped
before tÌre Mirages catne into
l lcrvice.

,. In its trel'dat', hov.'.:"'*';', tite
.Í liLì-17 wan widr:iy exporleü ru

at least i0 other colnrnutii:,t
rrnt l  TÌr ird World countl ics. artd
was built, under licence in Po-
land, Czechoslov;úia and Red
China.

In recent years it has been
supplied üo such Third World
coun t r i es  as  Mozamb ique ,
Ugantla * during the ldi Amin
era * Somalia, Tauania, Nigc-
ria antl EtÌriopia.

Although obsolete, i t  is a
sturdy, well-tricd aircraft that
can be put kr devaslating use
as a grouúd-attack fighter.

Its flying weight is 6,5 üons
and maximum speed at low
altitude is I 125 km/h. It has an
operaüonal radius of 5ffikm üo
?üikm, and an operational ceil-
ing of about t5 4{ilrn.

The armament of currently
operational MiG-l?s depend on
their type.

The Fresco A and B rnodels
m<iunt one 37mrn and two
23rnm machine cannon, while
the F-rescoD has three 23mm
machine cannon antl ean carry
up to 500kg of rockets and
bombs.

The Fresco D and E models
ríroulìt no eannons, but carry
four radar-conl,rolled air-to-air
rwkets (Naüo code-name "Al-

kal i"),  which have a range of
tikm.

The prefix "MiG" is a con-
traction of the nanÌes of the
two men - the designer Miko
:" ' : ìn r ind t l ' : '  i l : ; l i i :entat!ci i ;  '
tlufe'.'icii - whu hâvc rl:;rgned
tììirfi) of the lÌ.ed Air l'orce's
top conrbat aircralt of the past
35 years, includini;  the MiG-15
of Korean War fame the
first really modern Russian jet
íighter and the immediate pre-
decessor of the [IiG-17.
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$y JOSÉ CAFITÁNO
A COMMUNISUE issued by
the Chlef ot StafÍ of the IïÍ,0-
rarnblcan Air Force ful MapuÍo
yeslerday said: "A Moa&Ínbi-
can aircraft landed itr South
Âfrican territory nfter being In-
i*i'ccpt*d " b;,' $*utll .4.f:lr:aa
uirr'l r.i:.' '

The  comrnuu lque  u i l ded :
"'fhc aircrafü, a MiG-i? wirh
the r*;;istration n$rnlier till and
piloíctl by Lieutcnnnt Aür'i$ro
lSonrba, w&s iníerccpted at
9,45am yesterday, wldle on a
irairring', (light.

"The hlozarnbican Alr F'oree
ls invcstigatlng the cause of the
affair," the communique rdd.
It was slgned by Major-Genersl
Á,rnerlco Mpurno, the hesd of
the lttozanrblcsn Alr Force.

f;cneral Mphunro ws$ s seã-
içl '  Frel imo 6uerri i i i l  csirr-
rnenijur during Êhc l{lyerir uur
of indepenCcnce.
r  Áccord iug to  sn a f  f  íc is l
source thc "ilü;gr c;i;,lse0" 0f
the il{oznmtricr*r Covcr.rmenI
was nrer:Êing in 19il*ulc irist
night ro cousider the il::plica-
tlons of the inciCent.
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