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Mozambique claims
heavy rebel toll

MAPUTO, Mozambique, July 10
(AP)—Mozambican forces have at-
tacked and occupied the main camp of
a rebel group, killing 272 rebels and
capturing more than 300 in mountains
near the border with Zimbabwe, the
Army said today.

The announcement, broadcast over
Radio Mozambique, did not say when
the attack on the Sitatonga mountain
base occurred, but said it followed a
series of military operations launched
by the Mozambican forces against reb-
els of the National Resistance Move-
ment. The area in western Manica
Province is about 30 miles from Zim-
babwe.

The Army is continuing its opera-
tions; some rebel groups have dis-
persed and others surrendered to the
authorities, according to reports frcm
Manica Province, the official news
agency, AIM, said.

The rebel group emerged after Mo-
zambique’s independence June 25,
1975, when an army of some 4,000 men .
pledged to overthrow the Marxist gov-
ernment of Presideut Samora Machel
and {ree political prisoners..

The rebels are mostly dissident for-
mer guerrillas of Machel’'s Frelimo
army, who fought the Portugv.se co-
lonial rulers for 10 years un‘:l this
East African nation achieved inie
pendence, or black soldier: who fear
reprisals for baving feught for .ce
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Portuguese against the nationalists.

The Mozambican Armv said it eap-
tured from the rebels a variety of war
material made ‘r Sneen Africa. re
covereu gooc: Stolen from private
{raders in 'he region and freed people
who had ¢. ~»duc:ed by the rebels
to work . . i+ .ndergo military
training.

According 1w =‘sltements made by
captured rebels, the government news
agency reportec. "South African ele-
ments have been involved in giving lo-
gistic support to the groups operating
in Mozan. bique.”

Dwing the Zimbabwe independence
war, it was frequently said that forces
of the white-minority Rhodesian gov-
ernment dropped airms and supplies
inside Mozambique for the rebels to
use against Mozambican government
troops and undermine support there
for the Zambabwean guerrillas

The agency said such support came
mainly after the end of the seven-year
guerrilla war that led to the independ-
ence of Zimbabwe — formerly Rhode-
sia-—on April 18.

The rebels also reportedly used
sanctuaries inside Zimbabwe to
launch attacks on Mozambican forces.
Robert Mugabe, the former guerrilla
leader who is Zimbabwe's prime min-
ister, met with Machel in Mozambique
May 23 to discuss the problem.

Mugabe later told a Salisbury news
conference that Zimbabwe was “duty
bound to get rid of” the rebel forces.
Machel provided bases and logistical
support for Mugabe's forces during
their war for Zimbabwe independ-
ence.

Although the dissidents’ renewed
activity earlier this year led some ob-
servers to suggest that South Africa
might have changed its policy of non-
interference with Mozambique, South
African Prime Minister Pieter Botha
has said several times that South Af-
rica is not harboring or assisting any
Mozambican antigovernment guerril-
las.

Sources in Zimbabwe, nonethe-
less, told The Washington Post in May
that the dissident movement's backup
personnel, its top white military train-
ers and its clandestine broadcast unit,
Radio Free Africa, bhad all been trans-
ferred to Pretoria.

Prisoners taken in the Mozambique
attack, according to the government
news agency, said there were South
African and Portuguese military in-
structors in the camp and mercenaries
of other nationalities. The agency said
“the foreigners abandoned the camp
soon after the encirclement operation
was launched by the Mozambican
forces.”

The news agency said the re'
units included former black <owv +
dos and paratroopers of the :
Portuguese colonial army and 1;:div::
uals recruited in Manica and Scir 2
provinces. It said residents o'
provinces reported the rebels ha:. -
erated “essentially as bandits ki .
people and stealing food to live.”




