
Food shortage could lead
to turmoil after election
MAPUTO - A lack of íood vere strains on Íood re
threatens Mozambique's sources, and a crisis could
social stability after the result.
country's fint multiparty The problem was intensi-
elections scheduled for to'_ fied by drought and crop
morroÌv and Friday. r-r)failure in the country's cen-

T'he UN World Food Pro-9tre, and a higher than esti-
gramme (WFP) sâid yes-. . mated number oÍ demobi-
terdây a shortÍall in Íoodl lised soìdien and tàeir
aid threatened the res€ttle-<.dependenB.
ment of hundreds of thou- }, "The WFP had initially
sands oÍ refugees and en{planned for a maximum oÍ
dangered the transition. j l,s-million beneÍiciaries in

Western diplomats saçL March 1995 at the peak oÍ
crime and banditry have ri- the lean season beÍore the
sen sharp ly  in  recent  harves t .Butasear lyasOc-
months because of the des- tober 199{, l,{-million peo
peration of thousands oÍ de ple already need Íood aid,"
mobilised soldiers and tor- Clarke said.
mer reÍugees. They predict WFP spokeswoman Mer-
riots and eocial discontent cedes Sayagues said the
over tüe deteriorat ing eco. programme's commit-
nomic situation, no metter ments to Mozambique Íor
who wins the elections. 199{-95 was 110000 tons of

S'FP country director food worth about $0m.
Philip Clarke said since Now an additlonal ll{m
Julv the return of 300 000 was needed.
moie Mozambican reÍu- "We cannot be without
gees than was initially esti- that food," said CÌarke.
mated Írom neighbouring "The implications are very
countries was putting se- serious." - Sapa-Reuter.


