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AN aiÌlift of food anrd other essential
goods to the northern province of Ni-
assa, where over 4140 (Xl0 people are
facing famine, is now under way, re-
ports yesterday's Noticias.

So far, Mozambique Atrllnes has
run Beven cargo fitghts from Maputo
to the two largest towns ln Niassa, Li-
chinga and Cuamba, carrying a total
of about 80 tonnes of goods. These in-
clude rice, sug'&r, vegetable oil, medi-
cines and clotbing.

Lubricants for vehicles that vrill
have to transport goods lnto the rural
aÌeas are also being flown to the pro-
vince.

The director of Mozambique's natu-
ral disasters offieg Cde Amos Maha-
nJa.ne, told Noticlas that without imme-
dtate aid, people would die from starva-
tion in Nlassa,

The crisis ln Niassa arises partly
from torrential rains that washed a$/ay
rnuclr of thls yeafe crops, and partly
from the acttVities of the South Afri-
can-backed MNR bandits who have left
peasa,nt familtes without food reserves.

The provinctal government estimates
that about two-thirds of Niagsa's popu-
laüon is at risk - more than 600 000
people. - Zisna-AIlI.
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