
Cit ìzen (s t ) ,  gq ot  t l

IMF blamed for Moz school riot

MAPUTO. - The Mo-
zambique News Agency
(AIM)  b lamed the  In te r -
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) yesterday for edu-
cation problems that led
to a r iot at the country's
largest secondary school.

A r i<lt  broke out at the
Josina Machel school in
the capital Maputo on
Wednesday as studt: nts
a t tempt ing  to  enro l  p ro-
tes tcd  a t  what  thcy  sa id
wcre  a t ten ìDts  bv  sonre

off icials and tcachcs to
extort money in exchange
for enrolment drrcunrents.

The r iot was the latest
in a se r ies of Mozambican
education scandals, in-
c lud ing  the  sa le  by  lcach-
ers  o f  exam qucs t ions  in
advance o f  thc  ac tua l
exams.

"Cor rup t ion  in  Mo-
zarnlr icán schools is a di-
rec t  rcsu l t  o f  budgetary
pol icies irnposcd on Mo-
z a n t h i q r r c  h y  t h c  I M I :  i n

the name of structural ad-
jus tment , "  A IM sa id  in  a
commentary on the Josi-
na Machcl affair.

"The IMIì policies have
forced the real wages of
ieachers and education
off icials into a spiral of
dec l ine .  l t  i s  hard ly  sur -

prising that sonre of therrr
t ry  to  makc  up  fo r  thc i r
fa l l ing  l i v ing  s tandards  by
ex tor t i r ìg  b r ibes  f ronr  s tu -
dcn ts , "  the  agcncy  a t l led .

J lnuarv  i s  a  ho l iday

perio<l so classes at Josina
Machel have not bee n t l is-
rupted but, as a result oí
the disturbances, school
offices which should bc
open have been closed
since Wednesday.

"We opted for violcncc
us  thc  o r t l y  way  to  end th is
b lack  marke t  in  cnro l -
mcnt  d txumcnts ,  and the
inscnsit ivi ty o[ the school
rnanagËr ì ìc r ì l  to  th is  i l l i c i t
p rac t ice , "  a  s ludcnt  wht t
Íe(lucstc(l  anonymily lr l l t l

reportcnr outside thc
srhool.

Nornral ly lhe document
costs 5 (XX) meticais (less
than R3) .  On the  b lack
rnarke t  a l l cgcd ly  o rgan is -
ed by corrupt t í iachcrs,
lhc price soaÍs up fo
.l{Xì ü)() nreticais (P.27'2).

E,nrclnrent in Maputo
secondary schools cndcd
severa l  days  ear l ie r  than
p lanned,  a l l cged ly  bc-
causc  the  schoo ls  r i ln  ou l
< l f  p laces .  -  5apu-Reutc r


