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Fint's death no mlstert
rI REFER to your front page report,
"Maharal rweals stolen MS ffles', ln
wtrlch you wrote that'erdled actMst
Ruth Ftrst (had) ded tr a mystertous
bomb blast'.

"Mysterlous' seerns to have been
re wrong cholce of word for the cir-

cumstances ln uftlch she died have
long been establlshed. Flrst was acri-
dentally ktlled by a letter-bomb
addressed to ProfessorAqulno de Bra-
gang4 the late dlrector of the Centre
for Afrlcan Studtes at the Eduardo
Mondlane Unfircrstty tn Maputo.

Professor Braganga told the Por-
fuguese weekly Expnesso (AugUst 21
1982) that he tecame aware of some-
thrng abnormal whlle tytng to open
the erwelope, letflng tt fall on the desk,
nex.t to whtch was Ruth Flrst, who
ded lmmedatety ...'

At the ttme of the attempt on Hofes-
sor Brananga's llfe, he was one of
Prestdent Machel's closest adrdsers. [r
1992, the prestdenfs Flelimo gor/ern-
ment was shlflng its poshre tcmards
the Westem bloc.

Machel and Braganga dled ln a
plane crash ln October 1986. -
Joaqulm Martlns Cardosa, Bedfortl-
\rlew, Joftanneshng


