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w0 Beginning dn 1979 under the 1n1t1et1ve and ‘supervision of Aquino de
.. Bragenge, the study of the history of the Liberasted Zones ‘has now reached
.the point where it is riecessary to reflect on the impact: of thet hlstory
-.Bs well es on the lessons to be drawn from it on how it should be ree
searched- and disseminated,

Our investigetion in the field last yeer and this year was carried
out in the former liberated Zones of Cabo Delgado Province, It seeks to
study, through the collection of life histories, written documents and
analysis of some comunel villeges and cooperatives, the origins of ‘"the
implantation of FRELIMO, the beginnings of the Armed Struggle and its
transformatlon into a popular based war of liberation. '

‘This paper is an attempt to systematize, however schematlcally, -
some of the questions thet should be raised: issues that should be cone
sidered, reflected upon end debated in an underteking of this kind, For,
seven years after independence, the context of the study can no longer be
limited to the period of the Armed Struggle itself. It has to be enlarged
without, in the process, blurrlng the specific historical lessons of the
Armed Struggle.

Because this is an initiel attempt ot systematlzatlon, geps, omis~
sions and a certain leck of rigour will probably merk this effort, It is
therefore presented in the spirit of stimuleting end encouraging the X
pression of dlvergent opinions,

_ For the. sake of clearer presentation, the peper will deel succes-
‘sively with the following points: problemetics, methodologies and analysas.
It must be noted thet, et times, it:will be difficult to determine the
bmrderllne between these three spheres of discussion for the “simple reéason
thet ‘'more often than not there exists a close dialectical relationshlp ’
between the formulstion of a problematic, the derived. analyses and the
sources used,

I, Prablemetization

Before attempting to formulete a problemstic, it might be helpful
to consider some of those one should guard against. The issue at stake
here is one of deciding what will be the determining elements in the cons~
t{tution of & general problematic. :

Wwith its institutionahzatmn(at the 3rd Congress 1977) es a * .
Marxist=Leninist vanguard perty, FRELIMO began to be identified with e welle -
defined group of communist perties. Such identification has, consiclously
or unconsciously, immedietely provoked implicit or explicit comparisons
with other communist parties. Such comparisons while possibly enlightenning '
for the abstract andfor :Ldeploglcal construction of international communist
history could prejudice an.! ad log understanding of specific local or
regional parties’histories, This could be even more so in the case of a
party like FRELIMO, completely new in its genesis and development in e
continent stamped by slavery and colonislism, Such prejudice may leed to



seeing the history of a particuler, speclfic per'ty or oountry l,ike ‘FRELIMO
- or- Mazambiq.ae through . epproximations and associestiohs but not by directily
" focusing on it, thereby committing the typical error of ideological hige
“toriens who. still think .in terms of the problematics. that domineted durding
the coloniel times: the history of the colonized was either non-existent
or only seen thmugh the history of the colonizers. -

“similarly, . one. encounters on the 1eft" (Joining hands here with the
right) tendencies to. categorize new parties like FRELIMD on the basis of
their alliances with this or thet: socialist country. More specifically.
still, during the Armed Struggle it was thought more ‘convenient  to 0’
charecterize FRELIMO es a movement following this or thet socialist ...
"model®, Such cherecterizations should not be seen as mers: ideological
statements without consequences or without a concrete sociel baee .. They
are_the result of theoretital fremeworks closely linked to the uee of
given methodological and eﬁelytical tools, ' -

: - The starting premise 4s therefore thét theoretical fremewoxks or.
pmblematlcs are sheped.and determined by the class relations prevailing
within the spece or time context chosen for study. The importance of this
point cannot be overstressed in view of the distence thet has grown since
the early 1960%s between the ideclogical projects for the decolonizatipn
of. African:history and the consolidetion in. power of African bourgecisias
whose objective interests required a de de facto opposition to such pm.jects.

The historiogrephy of the centinent in the past 20yeara proves that
the..dominent theoretical and idaalogxcel framework — Afrocentrist ve, Euroe
_centrist history; African initisti vs vs.. ‘European initietive; Af‘rican Cal=-
‘leboration vs, ‘African resistence; Modern African vs, Traditionel AFricam
belance sheet approaches on verious peripds or processes (e.g. slavery, .
coloniel rule), etc, = did not constitute radical bresks from thet whigh
predominated during colonial rule,’ They were mere counter—reactions to the
negation of Africen history. They did not give way to the elaboration of
a framework conteining its own tools of research eble to liberate African
history from its dependence end subjugetion, This was evident not only in
cultural terms, but even more so in politics. Indeed it reflected the class
base and interests of those in power.

what should be the ma,]or points to be considered in the elaboration
of such a framework? : ; SR

% The development o‘F a histor:.cal conscious’ness going: hand in hend with
the production of & historical knowledge which squarely focuses on the cen=
trality of the ropie played by the productive classes., In Mozembique  the
produotive clasees must- be understood not only es pmcl.cctive of materiel
wealth, but. more importently es productive of: the Liberated Zones, ~that is-
to say pmcbctive of a counter state, which in the context'- of the Armed: -
Struggle grew out of & conscientious effort by the lesdership. to create a -
democretic, populer and revolutionery elternstive to the coloniel state, =
Thus the centrality .of the productive classes: im Mozaembigue is a political
reality resalting 'From a concrete historical phase and not ronly a8 pro,ject
for the f‘uture in which independence was merely e ’First s‘cep. A



2— However, thls centrallty will not necesserily reproduce itself.
Whether it does will depend on the creetion of appropriate conditions both
on theg sites of production end in the state apperatusi _

3~ Focusing on the productive classes means rejectlng their anthropol- ‘
ogization ~ not a minor danger in e continent which was and still is the
favourite ground for anthropology. Such rejection must be as unambiguous
as possible because of the tendency of the discipline to relegete the
peasants to their tribal fold, thereby preventing an asssssment of thelr
role and position 1n the on901ng hlsmorlcal process, .. :

4=~ Once the obJectlves of constructlng what one could call a cless
based peoplets history is accepted, it remains to be put into prectice.
This step would require careful study of the methodology and analysis to -~
be used, For as in the case of the theoretical frameworks here too, there
heve tended to dominate methodological and anmalytical prectices which,
however fine and sophisticated in terms of collecting, processing and
disseminat1ng, could run contrary to the objectives cited under -,

5- As the title suggests, the ‘centrality of the productive classes must
not lead to an exclusive approech. A history of the Armed Struggle which
solely focused on the Liberated Zones or solely on the period of the Armed
Struggle would run the risk of trensformingboth histories into: museum ,
pieces. One of the ways of guarding - ageinst such fossilization of history
is by a problematlzation of ‘thesources which goes beyond the well known
criteria of reliability, truth, primery, secondary, oral, written, etc,
Such criterie usually leave unposed, or worse, posed and resdlved the
question of what could be called the class’ iMprint or class mark of the
sources, ‘

It ought to be remembered that respecting such objectives or gui—
delines in the problematization of & history of National Liberetion will
not necessarily ensure the production of a history which is - .at the same
time an assessement of e historicel process, a question- posed by the cur-
rent situation end a schematic perspective for future struggles. In short,-
the production of a .crsative living history which would contain within
itself the problematic, methods and analytical tools to ensure thet
changing revolution®ry responses will be given to changing concrete situ@e:
tions, Fortunetely, such an ultimate guarartee does not rest with historians,‘
but with the direct producers of history. Nevertheless, this does not™
preclude efforts on the part of historians to centribute toWard the con=:
cretization of such histories,

This history workshop project of centering its initial efforts on the
history of the Liberated Zones stems from the obvious fact thet the
Armed Struggle, which from 1964 to 1974 affected the northern and western:
parts of the country, was and remdins a central ‘episode in the history of
Nationel Liberation Struggle. The importance of the role of the Armed
Struggle further rests on 2 mein premises. e

- It is crucial to accept Frnm the starf thet the test of an adequate
ptublemetic must come from what was. achieved during the Armed Struggle~



2~ The Armed Struggle must be studied in terms of its own dynemics and
not in terms of outside referential comparisons, Only by respecting such
dynamics will the production of historical knowledge avoid both the trep
of "models" and be able to constantly reinvent its problemetlcs for rene~
wing its enelyels

I, METHODS: Toward democratization end populerization |

Oral historx

By practice, tradition and ideclogical commitment, academic
(bourgeo1s) historical research hes been dominated by methods which have
been, in part, the by product of the dominance of the bourgeoisies. The
keeping of written records, theé mastering of research technigues and '
writing skillsj and the epplication of lews which keep. such records out
of reaech of researchers for a given number of years, are only some among many
of the most visible undemocratic practices, The increasing populerity of
oral history is, however, undermining these practices. With regard to
African history or, in Europe, to workerst, peesants? and woments histnries.
the partiel breaking of these practices has been brought about by the fact
that orel history has given more weight to the. tegtimonies of. the: produo-
tive and/or oppressed clesses. Partial’ because in all of these cases..
-African history, histories of workers,peasants, women, - the dominent;
context is indeed one in which the ruling clesses have constantly sought.:
to combine the =expropriation of the materiel wealth with the epprnprietion
of the historles of those who produced that wealth, ’

To. democrat1ze and popularize the history of national llberation 1n
Mozembigue is not en abstract proaect but . something which hed been :
achieved. historlcally by the creation of the Liberated Zones (itself the
result of a long .process). The consciousness of this achievement in’ the-
Liberated Zones comes across in meny of. the interviews. In these interviews
there is a noticeable pattern in the structure of recollections., The ex~ . .
periences euch as-the one thet cemented the soldiers to the peoplej the
fact that the peeple w1thuut voice, the, "mon existent" of the coloniel:
times, could not only express themselves in essemblies end comites, but
glso take pert in the decisions affecting their own lives,.are far from
belng forgotten.

Those struggles have beceme a yerdstlck w1th whlch to reflect on the
present. Because .of the initietives seized by those who carried on the
struggle to transform their own lives, the recording of it will be dife= .
ficult to keep -within the bounds of merely registering. Given that the
Armed Struggle had the objective of transforming the then prevailing rele~
tions, the collective memory hes grown accustomed to remembering the past
as well as to Flnding out whether that past has served the preeent, and
to what extent, or whether, the present has betreyed the past, In "one
ssnse, this particular form of conceptuslizing the Armed Struggle cean be




one of ‘the most severe - even 1? at times unjust - Judges and cratios of
the pl"esent . :

“The constant. remlnder of the pest Armed Struggle by the people who
fought in it could be seen es a nercissistic exercisé in self=glorificetign,
or as an arrogant stance towards ell of those who did not participete. -

_.Even if this were to be the case, which it is not, it would still
have the crucial end outstanding virtue of raising the question of how the -
situetion in the Liberated Zones today comperes with the situetion before
1975. This kind of historicel vision cen be most unsettling because it
tends to go egeinst a rituelized recording of the struggle.. Lo

Moreover, the ideology conveyed through such recollections is decide .
edly different from that of the petty bourgecis ideology encountered in the -
cities, Whereas in the letter the comperison is often made betwsen the
coloniel times ('when there was everything?!) and the present, in the former
it is between the Armed Struggle (spoken of with pride) end the present,

Interestlngly, many of the participents in the Armed Struggle will.
remember A A as & period of great suffering, possibly even greater
(however difficult it mey be to measure such thlngss than that borne during
the colonlal times, but with the important difference thet the suffering
under colonial rule was brutally imposed in order:to repress, humiliete and
exploit, whereas the suffering endured during the Armed Struggle was ac—
cepted as being part of the price to be paid in order to bring about the
end of repression humilietion end exploitatlon.

Bources: Globel context end coloniel sources

As already pointed out, within the perspective of seeking to repro-
duce a history 6F netional liberetion struggle in its diversity, it is.
essentiel not to focus only on what happenned in the Liberated Zones. As
is wellknown, even in the non-liberated Zones - Lourengo Marques, for
example - a greet number of Mozambicans sought by verious means to combat
Portuguese colonielism, For example, the period- preceding the founding of .
FRELIMO saw, the emergence of various calndestine, semi~clandestire ~and -
non~clandestine organizations which had been formed to directly or
indlreqtly -confront the Portuguese coloni&l system, - :

A full understending of this period would also require an enalysis
of the genersl context of the struggle in the Continent, In a series of
reports, dating from 1954, one finds a number of coloniel administrators ..
from (eabo Delgado privinoe worrying about the tinfluence! of’ the situetion
in Africa: from the Meu~Mau emergency in Kenyse to the cohstitution of ‘the
Federation of the Rhodesias and Nyasalend, from Nesserts Egypt to Ghenats
independence, from Lumumbe in the Congo to the Tanzanian:indspendence,

More specifically from the majority of interviews it is clear that
the history of the political struggle for independence in Tanzania end in
perticuler the creetion of trade unions and of TANU in 1954, inspired both
ideologically (the necessity of unity for Uhuru) end orgenizationelly,
the formation of netionalist movements out of the Associstions and Unions



that elreedy existed among the different groups (cless and tribel wise)
of Mozambicens, both inside end outside the country. In perticular
President Nyerere seems to emerge in this phase as & cherismatic leader,
as the inspirer of the necessity for Unity, and as the symbolic enemy of
“ the Portuguese cnlnh1a1 adminlstration.

The colonial state feiled to understand on the whole that in was
not external influence that was the fundemental ceuse of 1ncreased polit-
ical consciousness, but rather the internal forms of oppression end ex~
plnitation. One example may be cited from the research being carried out
in the Mueda Plateau on the period immediately preceding the formation of
FRELIMO. In the middie of the 1950's the constitution of indigenous co-
operatives in Zavela end generally in the Southern part of the country
hed given fgood results?!, so much so that the Governor General started to
investigete whether such pollcy could be extended to ather distrlcts of
Mozembique. | SRR S

" The cooperatives were considered a subcess because ﬁhey geve to the
colonisl State such advantages as in the words of the adminlstrator of
Zavale' , , . . s .

, prevenlr e enceminhar o surto de noves condlgoes sotieis resultsntes
' de expansao econdmica dos egricultores em regime indiv1dual qua, em
Zavela, obtinhem j& rendimentos apreclavels. * o

end on the other hand,

crier novos lagos sociais que se harmonizam com a nossa polftica de
a351mila§ao e sirvam para substituir os vinculos tribeis em vias de
desaparecimento, %

The cooperatives were thus permitted to produce more for the conso-
lidetion of the colonisl economy! to better control the population.when
tribal ties were deteriorating,: and to promote a sort of peasant middle
clsess. layel to the Portuguese admlnlstratlon. :

This policy was not aceepted by =11 the var1ous'compdnen£s of “the
colonial administretion with the same enthusiaesm, SAGAL, the cotton conces-
sionary company in the circunscrigéo dvs Mecondes was inltlally in favour
while the Adman1stretor repeatedly expressed verious doubts; the regulos
(chiefs) whose gratificagoes (bonuses) were derived in part from the number
of recruits for the alsal plantations (Mpanga) were fer from enthusiasticy

* to prepare and set on the right road ths product of new 500131 ‘cone _
" - ditions resultlng from the economic expansion of individuel agricul-
turists, who hed, in Zavela, already obtained substaptiel incomes.

** to create new sociel links thet will hermonise with our policy of
sssimiletion end will replace trlbal bonds, which are in the process
=of diseppearing. L : : ;



strongly sgeinst were the Sisal Estates owners for whom tha extan51on -of cotm
. ton gultivetion meant reduced availability of lebour, Ih other words, it is
: important not to loose sight-of ioternal differentiation and contradiction,

From 195'7 to 1959 the cotton plots organized as a voluntary, society
(Sociedede Algodoeira Africana Voluntéria de Mogambicue) (Liguelanile in
J’Mekonde) by & group led by Lezero Nkavandame existed ' de fecto, but there

was a certein reluctence on the pert of the Admlnlstrator Soares to grent
them the status of oooperatives. As he wrote to the governor: .

Em minha opinlao nao “julgo o 1nd1gene Lazara, nem tao pouco 08 pos-
sfveis essociedos com maturidade bestente para a constltulgao de uma
cooperativa, (19 December 195G) * .

The success in production and in keeping the papulatlon from ‘emi-
grating. to-the "eubversive" shores of Tangenyika then on the.eve of inde-
pendence : seemed to conv1nce the Centrel Administretion thet the’ entreprlse_
had some advantages,- From a docuemnt from the Distrito de Cabo Delgedo '
dated :September. 17, 1959, one reads.“

0 ‘Governedor Geral tem conhec1mento da cooperativa (em organlzageo)
dos cultivedores de algodao dos Macondes que, por enguanto, deveré
ser acompanhade e vigiada,¥#*

On the other hend, by now, the economic success of the Liguelenilo
hed antagonized SAGA., less and less sble to impose its own discrimineting
prices on the locel cooperativistas, However controversial the Adminis-
tration considered the polioy of favburing indigenous cooperatives as a
means of  strenghthening its hold on the populetion in order to "“fazer ver
% massa indigene que estamos aqui para ficar", (make clear to the native .
masses that we are heére to stay) the cooperatives on the Pleteau were the
way by which people sterted to work together and also to discuss unity end
independence. After 1962, they prov1ded the network for the. expansion of .
FRELIMO membership cards.

What -emerges in confronting coloniel end oral sources is thet on
both sides, -there was not totel egreement among the actors., The colonisl
sources reproduce the internel contredictions of the system, and the orsl
sources in pert relfect them, Coloniel sources despite the formetion of
the cooperatlves as a .process decided upon commended and executed from
@above < a tacticel move of the colonial state to preserve its power, Oral
sources stress rether the initiative of the group of people ~ returnees
from Tanganylka, teachers and catechlsts of the cathollc mission schools -

¥ _In. mey opinion, I do not feel that the netive Lazero, or eny but e
. ;. very few of the potentlalnenbars have sufflclent maturity to set up -
a. cooperﬂtlve. 2 _ )

*  The Govern&r Generel is aware of the co-operatlve (1n the process of
formation) of Mekonde' cotton’ gruwers whlch, for the tlme being, ought
ta. be followed and wetched. _f N



_and simple peasants =— who in 1957 got - together e stert cotton, pu}tivetion.
These sources -stress that the ingpiration: came from the Tanganyiken.example-
i. e.~the necessity to unite &t the beginding in simple and v1able Forms in

order to organlze the struggle for independsnce. :

Needless to say, oral informants ere also far from being in egreement,
some stress the economic advantages thet could come from the organized CO=
operatlves, others their politicel meaning end goals. In other words,
there comes into view a contradiction running elong class lines and one
which was to come ocut into the open in the first years oof the Armed
Struggle in 1965-1966, L

Thus coloniel documents -~ still 1angely unknown - far from being
neglected, should be analyzed starting from the problematic posed by the
Liberation struggle. The coloniel system was fought not only with arms, but
through a difficult process of learning from and sgainst the continuous
reproduction of colonial 1deology, practices end solutions under different
forms, Only through e dialectical confrontation of sources .can one succes~
sfully fight 1) the tendency of the written document to dominete and .
2) more 1mportent1y, sgalnst the 1denloglcal framework whlch ~shapes such
sources, .

Front 1inefsoufces

The discussion'in this section a&s, in fact, in the whole peper will
not touch on two sources without which any history of this scope would be
more than 1ncomplete' e systematic exploration among those who constituted
the vanguerd of the Armed Struggle -~ the politico-militery leadership of -
FHELIMD, ‘end the rank and file of the FPLM.

There is an obvious difficulty in the categorizaticn aedopted here, ii-
nemely of determining where is the border between the front line end the
rest, For the time being the front line would include all those who
directly partlclpated in the polltlco—mllltery struggle egainst coloniel
rule,

Is is 1ogica1 to say that the historical process and their actors o
usually dictete the sources to be consulted, But coloniel hletoriography, o
emong others, has demonstrated many times over that such logic is usually..
determined by the cless or classes in power. Byenlerging the enelyticel .
context:. of the history of the Liberated Zones to a history of netional
liberation one immediately enriches the history of the former.

In the early stages of the research there: was, for example, &2 tenden—
cy to seek thd testimonies of those one could,gall the front line combetants
soldiers, militia, politico-militery leaders, people who continued to live
in Cabo Delgedn, women of the Women'!s Detechment. In order to contrast N
their experlence, interviews were sought with member of the group known as =
regressados, i.e. those who came beck.em masse from Tenzanie in 1975, but
who had not joined the ranks of FRELIMO. Such interviews never took plece
because no one wanted to be known as a regressado because of the negative
connotetion given to this group.



Yet, recently (Presidente da Aldeia Nameua, July 13 1982) it was
found thet the regressados included former workers in the Tanzania sisal
plentations who had during the Armed Struggle pesid a reguler monthly con-
tribution of 25 shillings to FRELIMO. This meens that more careful atten=
tion should be peid when using the term. regressados. This group certainly
included elements who  were not at all interested in the objectives of
FRELIMO, but were ready to teke advantege of the victory; but it also il
included thousands of sisal plantation workers who volunterily supported
the Armed Struggle through their financial contribution,

“Likewise a history of the reletionship between women and men should
not solely concentrate on a study of the former members of the Women?s
Detachment., The role of women during the Armed Struggle has not been given
the importance :it should deserve. For over and above thir usual responsi-
bilities of caring for the children, prepering food for the family, meny
of these also carried out duties required by , Armed Struggle: transport
of wer material cooking for transport brigades, soldiers, etc. It is not
uncommon to hear women recounting how they carried out both duties, and
how difficult this was. '

It would be dangerous to generalizé from a single 1ife story, but
the following summarized except provides a feirly accurate ° picture of the
life of many women;

I was born in 1956 of Catholic parents, I went to school till my
3rd yeer, And it was efter my 3rd yeer (more or less 10 years old) that we
fled to Tenzenia.,. At home I suffered e great deal. My mother used to hit
me a lot. She often punished me by forcing me to sit in a corner cleaning
sisal, In 1966 I went through thee initietion rites, and in July 1967 I
entered the D.F.({Wommen?s Detechment or Destacemento Feminino set up by
FRELIMO in 1967 in order to orgenize the participation of women in the
Struggle on an equal basis with men).

From thet moment onwards, the suffering intensified,. It was quite often ..
that we would go one or two days without water., February 1959 was my first
preganacy in October the birth, The man responsible refused to acknowl-
edge paternity. Two weeks went by an uncle of his paid for a piece of
cloth in which to cerry the child, Upon learning of this, the father of -
the child came by to teke away the piece of cloth saying thet his uncle
hed no right to give me the capultna and that, in eny case, the sons of
daughters of FRELIMO did not surv1ve long. Flnelly my own sister helped
me get a piece of cloth. : w

"Our relationships wmth men wers always difficult to figure out -
because many of them would promise marriege, but it rarely happened. Even
when it happened it did not mean the end of problems. For example, I -
finally stayed with one man “‘from whom I became pregnent, but then he
refused to accept the child, saying that the child was rot :his, He even:
suggested that I teke medicetion to induce abortion., I refused and I had -
the child, I realized then how difficult it was going to be with 2
children. How to work end take care of 2 children at the same time,



48

I was working at this time in the Zembezia Centrel Hospital. There
I was put 3 timesin a solitary confinement cell because I had refused to .
sleep with the chefe of the heelth post, I had always been based in the
Zambezia hospital, but this hospitel had to be moved all the time, In. the
perdod I worked there j(1967-1975) it had to be moved bten times, The .
reasons for the various moves were mostly due to the necessity of prutea-
ting the sick against enemy sttacks.® :

"EeTeRsy like other WDmen who' partlclpated in the Armed Struggle sum~
marized the experience by saying that there were good and bad things.
Usually,. a compar1son with. the present stete of things in inescapable: The
O.M.M, - tOrgenlzegao da Mulher Mogambicana Organization of. Mozambicen
Women), the continuetion of the D.F, is seen as a positive step,; but &t .
the..seme time the sebotage of the men continues, It is through the OMM.. - ,
that, for exemple, women heve tried to combet polygamy, During the Armed
Struggle, E.T.R. stresses that the incidence of polygamy hed gone down,.
but now it has gone up. egain. *Men are opposing our initistives, On the. ,
other hand, many women are interested in OMM, but as soon as they get may-
ried, they forget ebout’. it",

As already pointed out, historical sources are not always obvious,

Their visibility or obv;ousness is most of the time determined by the pre-
vailing class relations, This would help explain the relative neglect of
women in recontructing the history of Nationel Liberation. Moreover, as in
any historical process which culmineted in v1ctory there is a tendency to
0varlook the role played by 1nd1viduals or groups of individuels because
they happened to heve been fer from the front lines or played a role thet

seems to have been secondery. It :is importent to be aware of" this in -
order to ravoid undue sppropriation by one or another group, which could
later on generate chauv1nistic hlstory of one type or another, -

Non' front—-line sources - ';Thé énemy.'s side -

One of the most outstanding lessons of history in. the post=indepen-
dence period was probebly igiven by President Samora Machel himself during - .
the meeting held in May and June 1982 with former Mozambican collaborators.
of the coloniel repressive apparatus. Those testimonies brought to light
some of the most chilling aspects of colonial fascism, They are invaluable
at at least 3 levels., Firstly in improving onef?s understanding of the ,
coloniel statets most infemous institutions during the period of the Armed
Struggle: PIDE; secondly, in letting one see how Mozembicans hed been led
to torture, massacre and mutilate their own: kindj thirdly, ‘in enhancing o
the contrast between the coloniel system and the one that FHELIMO was
struggllng to "build,

The contrast brought out by the testlmonies of the former collabore
tors demonstrated once more that the Armed Struggle was over and above all
a class struggle between contredictory conceptions of history and ideology.
And, as the President himself pointed out the colonial system, however
hard it tried to win Mozambicans over to its side could not offer any more
then thet whdch its very nature could permit: further colonization resule
ting in yet further contempt and humiliation,
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R Finelly, those testimonies demontrated the 1mportance of ramainlng

. as faithful as possible to what-happened, how it heppened and the context
in which it happened, Only in this ‘manner can one bring out ell the
asperities, and respect the contredictions for what they were. To do other-
Wise would lead to dlstortlons.."

Non front-llne sources: solidarity with the struggle

"The axlstence of . organizations may sumetlmes mislead in the search
for sources. There were individuels or groups of individuals who toward
the end of the 50's were struggling ageinst colomial rule, When FRELIMO
was’ founded, it was not always possible for all Mozembicans who wished to
to* JOln the Front line, often for reasons beyond their control. For exam-
ple, in spite of ‘evidence of political consciousness among ‘workers, the
maJorlty of these did not heve the materisl means to leave their jobs and
start the long Journey toward Tanzanie. Nevertheless, many workers were
radio, through the press and through messages brought beck from Tanzania.
All of this was often done at great personal risk: as can be seen from the
following statement . (from a worker at the Companhie de Cimento in Meputo):

_Ouv1 falar da FREEIMO porgue sempre abria e radio Dar-es-Salaam,

" Quando se formou em 1962 em 25 de Junho,.. foi porque eu.ligara sem-
‘pre a rédio Brazaavile.., E para a noite era pregisamente ‘18 para
. quarto para as vinte, assim ligava essa estagao, ‘ouvia essa riotf-
ciae ligana,quase todos os dias a rédio do Ghana de’ Kwame Nkrumah ,
;Sempre ‘estava a acomparhar mas. nam podie falar; pordue senao ficava
presa,.. Da meneira como eu estive, tinha tr®s PIDES atrds de mim,
trés PIDES gue tinhe que suportar. Quando estava em casa eu sempre
ouvie & r&dio., Mas sabia que queriam acabar comigo. Eu ia 14 para

~ dentro aflnar o radio. A luta da FRELIMOD aoompanhei sempre pela r&-

" dio.¥ :

The preoccupetion of the colonisl state with Mozambicans who had a radio
did not date from the period of the Armed Struggle as pointed out by
Cornelio J. Mendanda (from Mueda). When he scquired a radio in the mid-
fifties, he had to meke sure that the fect did not get known by the c

* T heard talk of FRELIMO because I always tuned in to Dar es Salaem
radio, When FRELIMO was formed in 1962, on the 25th of June, I always
tuned in my radio to Brazzavile,, Ahd each night at precisely a gquartsr .to
- eight, I tuned into that station, I heeard that news, and 21so tuned in el
- most every day to the radio of Nkrumeh's Ghena. I always followed the
news but could not speak of it, because if I did I would be imprisoned,,,
To the extent that there were always three PIDES (police egents) behind
me, three PIDES that I had to endure. When I was at home I always lis-
tened to the radio. But I knew that it would have to end with me, I
would go inside to tune in the radio., I followed the struggle of FRELIMO
always by radio,
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Moving onto encther plene, Just as was the case of MANU (Meconde
African Union and later Mozambique African Netiomal Union) in the north,
the emergence of UDENAMO (Nationel Democretic Union of Mozambigue which
many Mozambicans from Tenge in Tanzania joined) gave rise to divergences
end contradictions. While there was agreement on the necessity to get rid
of the colonielists, this agreement immediately dissplved when the objec-
tives and forms of the struggle had to be defined anc put into practice.

» ‘With the passing of time, there is a tendency to re-work these dif-
ferences. This tendency is reinforced because of the role played by
President E. Mondlane in creating e single organization. This role makes
it appear as if the unity that was achieved was predestined, The historical
-importence of the divergences, difficulties and obstacles encountered in
the process should not be minimized ‘especielly for anyone familiar with.

the contradictions which leter developed within FRELIMD and came to be
known as the  Struggle Between the Two Lines, That is to say the struggle
between those who conceived of the Armed Struggle as a purely militery
operstion to get rid of the whites in order to sit in their place, and
those who saw in it a means of destroying the colonisl system while at the
same time constructing the foundations of new economic, social and politi-
cal relations so as to eradicate the exploitation of man by man., For the
latter, then, the Armed Struggle was not just a military struggle; it was
é&n integral part of an ideological and political struggle whose objectives
and style had to be formulated and carried out on the basis of a new -
morality! . a new ethic of a socialist society to be built, It was therefore
crucial that such objectives an style be defined not in terms of the ’
Fortuguese coloniel system, but in terms of a system built upon entirely
different premises: ending exploitation of man by man,

Concretely this can be found in the menner in which FRELIMO concep= "
tualized and developed its anti-racist struggle, in its insistence on = %
treating captured Portuguese soldiers as prisoners of war (as opposed to =
the practice of the Portuguese), in its overall insistence on the impor-
tance of the reletionship between the menner of achieving goels and those
goals themselves, At the core of this ig the question of democratic preo-
tice.

It is clear thet for a group that holds power the temptatlon is
always latent to use undemocratic methods in order to achieve democratio
objectives or the victory of a line which sees itself as the most democratic
one, Yet, the contratiiction is obvious, The gosls of achieving a popular
and democratic society cannot possibly be based on a course resting on the
notion that if the goals are democratic, it is no longer necessery to be
bothered with the means. ' .

Indeed, the recent offensive sgainst abuse of power (Presidential
Speech in November 198%), the documentetion of such abuses demonstrates
both the current concretization of this tempetion as well as.the existence
of an unequivocal commitment to constructing & populer and democratic - '
state, The question is, of course, how does one test whether such an
objective is or is not being accomplished,
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The very history of the Libereted Zones constitutes the obvious ref-
erential point, It is not without reason that the Liberated Zones were
called the laboratory of the rewolution. However, being = laboratory does
not necessarily mean that all the answers will come from there. The
contest from which the Liberated Zones emerged was ‘very specific, and
losing sight of this specificity could lead to wrong conclusions with
regard to the identification of the enemy in the current context,

As President Samora Machel himself once pointed out, the task at
hand in 1975 was to extend as fast and as far ss possible the Liberated
Zones in order to avoid their asphyxiation by the non-liberated Zones.
This task was complicated by several factors, some of which were:

1= The end of the Armed Struggle, on the one hand, but the continuetion
of another war outside its borders; :

- the taking over of a fascist state apparatus which had at the same
time to be destroyed-

3- the sudden disproportionate growth of the geographical area and
economic and political sectors to be controlled in comparison to the nume
bers of cadres esvailable,

All of these fectors combined to undermine the reproduction of
practices devedoped during end from the Armed Struggle. This changing
context meant that the enalysis 1leading to the identifdcation of the enemy
in the non=liberated zones was gotng to be more - difficult. Indeed, this
was recognized by the President when he pointed out thet the definition of
the enemy after the war of liberation was going to be much more complex,

Therefore, the analysis of the colonial system provided during the
Armed Struggle has to be deepened beceuse the current enemy has emerged
from thet system, This implies a more prufound understanding of the class
reletions both among the colomizers arid the colonized as well as between
the two sides of the system, It will involve more specific analysés of the
nature and forms teken by the contradictions in the different parts of
the country., For exemple, the coloniel economy in the south was sheped in
grest part by the demands of the South Africen economy, and it~ saw the
emergence of a process of sociel differentistions and class relations dif- -
ferent from those predominating in Zambezia Province, where there prevailed.
& plantetion economy thEt .cannot be understood and studied in the seme . i
manner,. . _ . y

The history of the Liberated Zones makes the analytlcal task of the
noneliberated zones at the same time easier and more difficult., Easier,
because it obviously conteins a number of concrete and prectical lessons,
More difficult, because the different contexts impede a simple and direct
application of these lessons,
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IV, CONCLUSTON

Workers end peasants - in large pert illlterate - learnt through the
creation of the Liberated Zones the real depth of the system of exploita—
tion. This was in the words of President Semora Machel e pedagogic exw
perience both for the masses and the leadership, -

Similerly this ongo:mg research is an integral pert of the discus-
sions in the History Workshop, end is pert of this learm.ng process whila
intending to be also a work of dissemination,

The 1mpurtence given to the collection end anelysis of oral sources
goes beyond the mere concerns of informetion - gethering, It seeks to:
draw attention to the necessity of seeing how the pedagogy of the struge
gle led to a higher consciousness of the necessity to continue to strug—
gle., This work, then, must be committed to a search for the form. end style
best suited to the dissemination of a better appreciation of the lessons
conteined in this cultural end politicel heritage. ’

‘This paper has been written on the basis of research conducted in
Csbo Delgado (Mueda Plateau) in 1981 and 1982, Some of the idees devel~ -
oped here are the result of discussions which have been taking place in
the History Workshop. However, the responsibility for its elaboretion

rests with the following: Aquino de Bragenge, Jecques Depelchin, AnnaMeria =

Bentili, Yussuf Adem, Valdemir Zempsronl,, The materiel collected consists
of taped life histories, interviews and written records. (Arqu1vo de Admi-—
nistrecaoc do Distrito de Mueda).

The reseerch in July end August 1981 was conducted with the collabo-
retion of the Arquivo Hist6rico de Mozambique. and with the participstion
of students of the Faculty of Educaetion. The Br'igade of July consisted.
of: Abdul Abubecar, Yussuf  Adam, Isabel Casimiro, Bombius Assuani,
Jecques Depelchin, Maria Jofo Homem, Fernando Juli®o, Mério Memgove,
Francisco J. Mbebe, Patricio Sofis, Gulem Taju, Benigne Zimba, The Brigade?_
of August consisted of Yussuf Adam, Bombius Assuani, Colin Darch, Anng
Merie Gentili,

In 1982 the Brigade of April consisted of Yussuf Adem, Bombius
Assuani, ‘Isabel Casimiro, Jecogues Depelchin, Veldemir Zamparoni, The
Brigade of June/July 1982 consisted of Aguino de Breganga, Yussuf Adam,
Jecqgues Depelchin, AnneMaria Gentili, Valdemir Zemparoni. We would like to
thank the following for support at various time: Arquivo Histéfrico de
Mogembiques; Faculdade de Marxismo~Leninismo da UEM, Faculdede de Educagao
da UEM, Instituto da Safide, Instituto Necional do Cinema, Museu Necionel
de Arte, Prgjecto F09, CICAD, Gebinete de Comunicagao Social do Miniastéfio
de Inf‘ormagao. We also want to thenk His Excellency the Governor of Cebo
Delgado Armando Panguene end all party and state officials in Pemba, and
in the Districts of Mueda an Palme, A



