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Plenty of po\Mer not a drop of glory

âo
39

<-ãã
-Rì . t

ã3tã
. o 0 3  o t
C r t F
m  t r  z  í' . t r

Êe

An lntcrnat ional  consort ium
ls rapidly contpletln'g the t200
nrll l ions Cabora Bassa Dam ln
Norüh-west Mozambique as it
be'comés cléar that the Frellmo
n,atlonalists :i, üavê' ;, reludtantly
accepted thèlr, Íutttrc role as a
major "eli.tppllcr . of 'power' to
Sout'h AÍricai

The dar.n, . whlch' ts weclged
. In a deep gorge that fun.nels
the Zambesl River clown to the
city of Tete, rvlll vlrtually have
become a Soutlr Afrlcàn 

'power-

housc bir tne tinÌe that lllozanr.
l2lque galns indcpcndencc' on
Junc 25 next Yeer.

The *aters wtll begln .to
build back lnto a'. l8O-mlldlong
lake ln Novenrber. 'In January
the hydroelectrlc. . Í ienerators
wil'l be tcsted, and carlg 'tn
June trvo of the flve turblnes
wlll sencl the flnt .megawatts
doln 400 nriles oÍ. ,poweíllnes
tntq the Apollo - convertor
substatlon neai Pictoria.
. It was thls tlght t lmetable
that faced .Ireliúo when tho
Natlonallsts eftectively took
porver ln ilíozamblque's transl.
t lonal Governmbnt- last' week..
The Darty's suclclen elcvatlon to
Government üad led to. a
conf,ict ,betarreen a radlcal ldeo.
logy that. demanded an end to
ütnkc vlth the whlte mlnorlty
Govprnments .ln Rhodesia and

South Africa antl t.he rcallt ies
of a bankrupt economy úhat was
heavily dependcnt on both
corrrrrtries.

C a b o r a  B a s s a  n e a t l y
il ' lustrated thls conundrum. The
clam is gearecl almost entirely
to supply Soutlt Africa rvlth
electricity. The boler surroly
wll l provicle valuable forelgn
exchange for' Mozamblque rnd
It wiil also open uP thc wltole
Zàmiicsl valley for planneçl
agrlculture as ttle river íow is

, corrtro'llecl to ritect , the needs'
of lrrigation.

But Frelimo had ntade the
-project' a malor .propagartda
l.ssue during the l0-year war
wlth tlre Pòrtuguese' and had
frecluently accused (lte Lisbon
Gov^ernnrcnt of t ightcning c0m.
meicial l inks with South Africa
through a big business enter-
prlse that would do l itülé for
the peoplc of ltlozanrbiqtte.

Frelinro dclogatlons havc
twlce visited the danr, the last
time three ilays ago when a
Íour-rnan team írom Lourengo

.l\f arques let slip the outl incs
. of..n.compromlse that had been

evolved to ntakc ttse of the datn
rvithout com'pront'islng the poli'
t lcal prlncl'Plcs of the. movc'
ment. .

One of ihe two milltarY
membcrs of the delegatlPn

stressed the ncerl to ffnlsh ilte
dam when told that üre 3,000
Afrlcans in the workferce
which hnd bcen thrcatenins .  tó
strike. " I lravc not fousfft 

-ã

u'al  for . l0 ycars ' to heaicom.
plalnts about a 12,000 escudos
salary , (f200 a month). Thé
r larn must be f in ishecl  on. t l rnc."

Although t'he clclegation
nrarle no public refcrence tó tnc
elcctricity supply, tcchnlcians
and exectrtives from 

' 
t lrc

Gelnran, Frenclr, ancl ltalian
conrpanies i i lvolved emerscd
from talks rvith the Uelegai[on
confident that thcy hail not
been rvorking on a- white ele.
ph_ant_for eight years.

In June lleliúo's nrcstclent.
Sa-mora lÍachel, also 

- 
gàve an

indicat ion of  t l le dam'í  future
when he told thc l 'rcnCh nra,ca.
zine, L'Bxpress : ., ' lVe shall 

'be
free.to sell the energy-to rvhom
we rvant and to negol iatc rv l th
tho.se who rvish to 

-buy 
lt. Wc

shal l  not  force South Ãfr lce tc'clìahge lts systcrn, btrt rlho sRvs
thdt South i{frica and IìhorÍesia
will conttnüe to be the cnetnlcs
of Mozanbiquc ? "

l 'rellmo's l ikcly ansrtjer'wtl l-
bc sorne form óf nat ional tsa.
t ion of  the dam aftcr  indeperì :
çlence so , 'that 'the . proJect':caii
be s l lorrn to be rvorklng ' for
the ìf lozamblque pcoplc. Tech.

-nlcatly, thls .rvouÌd pose flppalt-
lng ploblenrs _ .for Portucal
rvhich faces heav.y trenali les--if,contractual  obl iga' , . ioht  to SouUr
Africa ancl thc renralnder of
the consortiunr are . no[
honoured. :

Lisbo'n flnanced thc dam by
raising moniy frorn Interhri-
t ional. banking concerns rvli lr
in te res ts ' ln  the  four  fo rc icn
countrics which erc engeqcd,ìn
the proJect. If ' thls .cilrcular
s-ystem of f innncing l lreaks
rlown for lack of rrroÍitable olec.
tricity sales. it ls th'e Portu.
Buc.se Govornment lvhich n:l l l
Ire flounderine to raise i l le
.lndemnities.

Although 80 pcr ccnt oí
Cabora Dassa's final elcctriclty
output wil l go to .South AfrÍelr
t lqc h)'droelectl ic schenre rvil l
also punrp pal\ 'er into i l iozanrlt i.
que's otvtr systenr in the'accessl.
ble areas betwecn Bclra on the' Incl ian Ocean coast an.d Vi la
Pery 

' 
near the Rhodeslan

border. : ,
Thls output l.s expected to be

sprea<l more rviclell' ryherr Fre.
l ino gains outrigh:t controt ol
the country ncxt .vear and it
ls also certain that Iì.hodesla
wi l l .  not  bcneff t  f rom the hlgh
tcnsion cables that run tahtati.
slngly çlose to her easte'
border.


