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Cabora—new ecnergy

hope for S Africa

AS South Africa faces
growing oil and energy
crises, new hope -could
come - -from- the giant
Cahora Bassa project near-
ing complenon in Mozam-
bique. )

Addressing  the ‘Johannes-
burg Chamber of Commerce
this, week. in- the Cariton
Hotel, hydro-electnc authority
and former LTA chamnan Dr
Henry Olivier, said the
1400km twin transmission
cables to Apollo, Irene, near
Pretoria were a year ahead of
schedule and would. be com-
pleted by mid-next-year. .

* South Africa should he in-
Jected with new hydro-electric

power from the Zambezi River
by mid-19753. The 170-metpre
high dam. largest in Africa
and fifth largest in the would
was 80 percent complete.

It - would generate gbout

three times the prescat power

of Kariba at an agreed price to
South Africa of 0.3 ccnt; per
kilowatt hour. -

Dr Olivier said the average
cost of the production of power

now in South Africa was 0,6

cents per kxlowat hout

) POINTS
With this increasingly cheap
evergy source now at the coun-
try's .doorstep, South Africa
could look™ forward morc and

-more-. to ‘hydro-electric power

as -2 veast factor. in baking the
economic bread.

Dr Olivier ducussed the poa
sible shart and tong term poles
of hydrorelectriv  vueryy
Sauthera Aflrica:

@ The energy is ehu«p und
reliable;

® It avouds the capital ex-
penditure in thermal plants,

@® Allowa for hushaniding of
coal resources,;

@® The projoct would injeet
some 8 percont of the energy
then to be generated in South
Africa und would allow
“breathing space.”

@ Roliel of present encigy
crisis from the oil shortsge

and (s political repurcussions,

@ Hydro-electric power s
“clean” wad dous not poljule
like oil.



