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Po rt uguese confi d e nt of protect ing Zanr bczi ri ve r
project from attacks by Frelimo güerrillas

Cabora Bàssa dam'ahead of schedule
From Michecl Knlpc
Tetc, Mcambiquc, Mey t4

Fivc ycan agq rhe lare Dr
Eduerdo Mondtunc, leader of
Frcligro (Froot fr rhc Libcre.
tion oÍ Mozambiquc), told me in
rn intervicw: '-[Í wc do not
de*rôv tbe Cebort Bassa dam
scbemé. or at leasr make it twice
ar cosrly. we shall havd recelved
our grestest sctbeclLo
. At this durty towo, the suPglY
bese for tbc dam proiect, aod at
rhe dam sirc irielf 80 miles
Ísrther up thc Zembezi river,
Portug,uese oÍflcials assured me
tbat õonstnrcriou ir ahead of
rócdulc.

A labyrintb oÍ ctrormous
iunnek havc becn carved
through tbe mountainsides and
by tbe end oÍ this ycar tbe dam
wall will srraddle the gorge.
ÍDft hieh and l.(FOÍr lont.-
Then ln July ncn year, the
riven will begio to swelt into a
2,7ü!square kilometre laLe. Tlre
Fo$ mry have increascd but-üis, 

thc Portuguesc say, is due
more Ìo economic inflation than
úc. cffortr of thc Frelirno
gucriitlas.

The Ícct rcmaine that
Frelimo' has concentrated its
cÍfont. iàcreasingly on the Tere
dístriçi, and the Portuguesc
miütaú authorities acknowledge
that they havc /one so with somc
effect, perticúlarty durin8, rhc
oasr 12.rnontbr. Ttis ir marked
by the anoouncement that the
size of the Ponueuese . Army in

Mozambiquc ir bcins irtcrearcd
by.l0,üXl mcn to 60.(X)0.

Tetc is the Arm5r's major head-
rchc, with en estimared 2,500
guerrillas operati<rg in the
districr with the ruppon of soma
.3O,0OO locel AÍricans

to the most lubstantial rcrlon
in' Tcte !o far. Portugucec
troops killed.9E Frclimo rebcls
rpproaching . 'úc town and
another 5l ncar tbe dam'ltselí .
as recently as December. accord.
int ro ,a tersc..ni l i tary corn..
muntque.

In Marc[ r 2Í]stron3
guerrilla forcc unsucccssfully
unackgd the border villEge oÍ
Gago Coutlnho io wlrat wrr laen
a! an attempS to ìfln a propr-
ganda victory to Impress thc
recent anü-apartDet Íl contcrcncc
in Oslo.';The 

prçpect oÍ íurrbcr lanç
scale activiry is not discountad.
elrhough r . strong militery
corclon eround the dam arer ir
confidently expected to bc ebto
to repulse any attaclcr.

Miütary officlals contend úrt
in rbe other two contested dlr..
tricts of Mozambiquc, Niassa
_rod Cabo Delgado, guerrilla
action i.r diminiúins, bccause rhe
local populatiôn is dislllusiooed
and tired oÍ tàe conflict.

ln the Niassa disrricr ir ir
esrimated thrt rherc gre fewer
than l,(XX) guerrillas supported
by about 6,000 oÍ the 

-úpule-

tion. In Cebo Delgrdo, where
üc gucrrillr wer begu rmon3
the Mslondc people ninc yeen
rgo, thcre rre *ill believod to
bc 3.5q1 ecrivc guerrilles sup
poned by gt.O(X) Mokondc.
Accordiog ro the Army. how.
cver, orüy onèquancr of. cach
district is rubjecr to guerrilla
rction"

.'Wc don't coruider thcy hrvr
cgntrol over rny ìrel s, onf
renlor ofÍicer srld. 'Wc brse
rhir on úe Íact thet r 3osrron3
un_lt can g,o ellnvhere. Fretimó
ceII aoy_rree wbere.úey con
ctrtotrs$ . clmp e llbrrrrcd
1rea, cyen if thcy nced to roovr
tregucot\.'
.. Abour 5{l pcr ccnr oÍ tho Frc-
lrÍno_actio! nor ta&cr plecc in
tbe. Tere {i-rrncr, the prorrurion
oÍ land which ir rurrõundcd on
lbrec sides by Matawiq ilarrrbir
and Rhodesir- Thc Ârnry adrniu
thar here rhd local Africerrr'heve not y.l bad timc ro

.Dccorne awaro of the l:rclimo
lies -.

ÌfeanwhiÈ, rccordin3 to rhc
mulrrrt authorlrler. Frclimo rc.
Iies heavily on. rclcctivo ierÍor.
isnr "-lnlcks on locel tribel
leaderr-to greinrqio irr suDlr,oít.
Itr.action egeinn tbc ponus,ucsc
mrlttar? torccr is rcíri(ted
lrrT,ely ro hying nines and spor.
rorc ambuslr cxercisct
- The Portugucsc rrtc the rrurn
ber of rheir soldiers killed rr iru

'.avcra3e of lE r month whirì is
sbout-rwice rhc fiturt rhcy grvc
in l9Gt. They crnph:rizc, lrow.
evcr, lhl l  lhe casrrelty retc ir
P.l frt ccnt killcd rnd 0.6 pt'r
Èenr revercly injurcd.' 

For itr parq the'Arnry conÌin.
uer to dcvorc considerehlc ctÍon
to whar ir cells psychologicrl
rclion. Lasr ycar 2JES hourr
were loí':tqcd by aircrafr flvirr
! 'sky-shoutint '  porrols in *hic[-rccotded 

proJraganda mcrsrge!
lere relayed ro rhe AÍricens tiy-
tng in rhe bush ond somc liye
miltion pamgbtcrr wcre droppcd.' 

Thc milirary ofÍìcials prcdicr
thar they wilt havc galn-ed rhc
g1>per:hend iu the troublcsomc
Terc distr icr in lE monrhs' l imc.
This is brsed not.so nruch on
tlrei1 own militery prowers a$ orr
thê írcr rhu by then úc Caborr
Bgsse lrtc will bc risine and
crtcnding westward lí) míles ro
Zunrbo orr thc hrrder, eÍÍer.
fivcly cutring, across thc mlin
treo of infihrorion fronr Zanrbil.
Aj rhat rtage also rhe econonrir.
bcnefirs oÍ rbe dam projcrr will
Dle comttÌg to lruttroo.' - Tlris type of wlr clnnor br.

. .won rrr i l i tsr i ly ",  I  senior oÍÍ icrr
lckrrorvlc<lgcd. 'AU thc Army
cüí do is wju oooujh tinrc Íor
thc econonric, oducetional and
social developmenE ro bejin ro
worlt.'


