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The two crises facing Cabora. Bassa are the heavy rains, just past their peak, _*-.
and the.intcnsified guerril la attecks. Underneath the flood of water, cascading .

at 3m. g'allons a second, are.two coffer dams and two dcviation gallcries
Outsidc the armed fortress at the site, the guerril las lurk in the bush teking
advantage of the mrrd and the rain eycing thc long transmission lincs rvhich
sh'ctch vulnerabll, torvards South Africa. A SPL,CIAL CORRE,SPONDENT reports.

'THIS 
MONTH thc Cabora Bassa dem wil i

Íacc two l inds of troublc, onc nalural,
thc other man-made. l'<-:r it is about norv

.that the rcccntly corÌstructcd coffcr dams
rvi l l  rcccive thc ful l  onslaught of the

' Zzmbezi floodwatcrs. And it rvill also bc
' 

thé idcal t ime for FRELINIO to step up
its attacks on thc Portugucsc garrisons iu

- thc area. 
' fhe Portugucsc soldiers rvi l l  be

boggcd down by muddy roads ànd air
actir"ity rvill be rcduccd to nil b-v low
cloud cei l ings. Thc init iatïve now appcars
to bc with thc gucrr i l las.

I t  was actual ly CQREI\ÍO (Ìt{ozambiquc
Rcvolutionarl. Committec) who first tricd
to infi.ltrate the l'cte district whcre thc
dam is bcing built. As early as 1965
COREÌüO, kcpt away from the main
fighting in thc north and north-west by a -
more powc.rful FRELIIVIO, startcci using

. thc Pctaukc area in Zamb-ia as a basc for
thc i l f i l t rat ion of pol i t ical agirators into
Mozambiquc. Âs late as Dcccmber 1966
no m=ntion hed yct bcen made of the
TctË district in tJre Portugucsc military
high cominand communiqués' In February
1967 COREIIO was accused for thc f irst
t imc of poti t ical act ivi t ies in Tcte. [n
Dcccmbcr 1969, two months aftcr thc
ZAIíCO consortium had been awarded
ttrc cori t Íact for thc construction o[ the

dam, the gucrrillas rvcrc saiC to bc using
"intimi<Iation" on tlrc local population in

'  
order to obtain thcir support.  We are st i l l

a long way from Ìvtao's "fish in water"
'si tuation but cvcntual ly, in Apri l  1970,

thc gutrrillas rr'ere said to have cvolved
from simplc agitat ion to hit-and'run
forays init iatcd from sanctulr ics across
thc Zambian bordcr. By thcn FRF,LIÀ|O

had musclcd out thc rvcakcr COREMO
from thc picturc.

Last yeer markcd the bcginning of an

atl-out attack- by FRÊL.IMO. Though the

Portuguesc vowecl thcy had suffcred onll'

20 casualtics (seven dead plus I 3 seriously

woundcd) during thc l'irrt six months of
thc year, thc six rvccks from mid-
Scptembcr to cndOctobcr saw a stccp
incrcasc in milirary action which Áfrícan' '  
DeueloptnènÍ rcportcd in dctai l  inJanuary.

- On Octobcr 3l the Portugucse C-in-C,'Gcneral 
K:rtr lza dc Arriaga, dcclarcd that the

war had bccn alrcady rvorr in t trc southern
. 'part 

of thc Nyassa distr ict,  that i t  was being
won in the north, t Ìcst to the Tanzanian
bordcr, arrd that only jn Tcte wcre thc
Portuguesc forces "bchind schcdulc".
.  lVhi lc thc Portuguese wcrc nol hrppy
about thc t imc-tablc,.  the F RI-LIMO
fightcrs kept a,.racking ât 'a brisk pace.
Bctrvcèn thc Gcncral 's spccch and
Christmas day: \

( l )  four  mincs  ' *c rc  dc ton3tcd  Qt r  the
\ tu t : r ra ra- ' l  e tc  ro ; rd .  s ix  on  thc ' I -c le -
7 . , rb t rè  scc t i ' rn  o f  thc  Sa l isbury '
i Ía1.,,* i  t .r . t(1. ( ' t tc i l t  t l ìc i i . ÌnC.rr: i

-area, i tni i  l r to close lo Cit: lnq:rra;
í i i  o u c  t t . t i : r  r r ' : s  5 h ( r t  t : l ) :

(3) twr, anrbushes lrad takeri placc in
the Tcte-Zrrbuè road;

('t) in mitl-Novr:mbcr, trvo diescl oil'**'
carrf ing freight cars ancl a wrler-

'  
tankcr wcre completely r lestroycd
belrvccn Chucza and Mcito by a
nrinc rvhich just about pulveri:cd

. morc than 4O0 yards of raihvay-
l ine :

(5) orr Dec:mbcr 7, a train was blown
off the track betrvcen Moatize and
Mutarara by a minc dctonatcd by 

"gucnilla group hiding a fcw yarde'*e**.- -

away;
(6) in mid-Deccmber, a tractor-drivcn

trailcr r*'as blown r-rp by a minc in
the Cauxira arca, with the loss of
l5 l ives, including thosc of two

, local mil i t iamen.

ln alÍ  thc Portuguese conccdcd ihat
during thc period in qucstion úey had
suffcred 30 casualt ics (13 plus I 7) in thc
Tete district alone. No mention waífrËtÍt*--
of any mil i tary activi ty elscwhere in
lúozambique

\{ i th the redoublcd zcst of hard-
presscd mcn, thc 1,500 ZAMCO tcch-
nicians kcpt on labouring on.a 24-hour-
day basis. In July l97l thc most dif f icult
part of thc work had bccn ovcrcomc
whcn thc Zambczi. thcn rccluced to a
rcspcctablc tr icklc, startcd to Í Iow
ürough a 440 yard-long,50 ft. byS0ïfl"*
dcriation gaÌlcry on thc right bank. Thc
second gal lcr i- ,  on ttre lcft  bank and at Â
sl ightly highcr levcl,  nas considcred
operative in Novcmber. This brought to Ì

lm. g-allons of watcr a sccond thc amount
of Ílow which could bc divcrtcd through
lhc two dcviation gallcrics during the
rainy scason (Novembcr to Mãrch). Thc t

Tambczí, which has a basin of gotne

470,000 squarc milcs, rcgularly reÍclÍss*sÉ- ,
cvery year at thc Cabora Bassa site a
maximum Íìow-rate of morc than 3m.
gal./scc. ' I

Thc two coffcr-dams wcrc also com-
plcted beforc thc first rains. Thc Sreatcr
of the trvo stancls 140 ft. high and is
800 ft .  dccp at thc base-

Thc succcss of the work donc until
now urill depend on horv the coffer-dams
can outlast the 

'Zarnbezi,5inç3 1[ç'x*
deviation gallcries rvill <tivcrt only one-
third of thc orrrushing water. Thc coffcr-
dams will be covcrcd by rt'atcr until ncxt
May, whcn thc rivcr lcvcl rvill stÂrt !o
comc down. Ìr{ay rvi}l thcn bc thc morncnt
of truth for the Portuguesc, for only thcn
thcy will knolv rvhcthcr the coffcr-danrs

.havc rcsistcC tlre floods succcssfully or
whcthcr t l rc v;ork is to bc starte'J al l  over
again.

Outside the danr i tself ,  the Tcte
d is t r i r  t  i s  l ius t ! inq  r l l th  ac t i v i t y :  a i r
traff ic h.ts intrcasetl  by Ì00ã i tr  onc year
el the 

' fctc 
alrport;  fou; privatc :r ir l ine

c . )m! ìan lcs  h . rvc  t rcc t r  s ta r tcd  rv i :h  e  to ia l
o f  s r r rnc  l0  t ; ' i h t  i i r c r . r l t ;  t l r c  l r r i t i ; :e  r i t c r
the Zenibczi ar ' l  ctc, x 'hich is $$[ì 1'art ls

long and cost  c losc to $1.8m.,  has bc. : , :
complcted;  the ra i lway br idgc at  f )ona i
Ana-S:na- ,  bu i i t  bv Br i t ish.contractors i r r  i
l 9 3 l - 3 5 ,  w i l l  t - r e  t r a n s f o r m c d  t o  a l l c u ,
cars to  cross i t  undcr  the i r  own l ,orver  :
instcad of havir,g to be carrieci across on
top of  ra i l  c : r rs .

Despi tc  thc Second 1Vor ld tVar-s ty ic  :
'  

romant ic  appcal  of  FREL! I1O's Londoa i
backers,  the so-cal led "Darn! :ustcrs ì
C o m m i t t c c " ,  t h e  1 7 , 6 5 0 , 0 0 0  c u b i c  f c e r
of concretc r,vhich will be poured at ;
Cabora Bassa will probably provc to bc I
too tough a nut  to  creck.  I f  work goes

'  accor t i ing to schcdule,  thc lake rv i l l  s tar t
f i ! [ng up in  J i i i :c  1974 anci  thc dam's
t u r b i n e s  h o u s c d  i n  a  7 1 2  f t .  b y  9 5  f t .  b y
187 f t .  "catncdra l "  wi l l  go on t r ia l  in
Ì v Í a r c h  1 9 7 5 .

l iu t  lhe Ca.bora Bassa danr  has a lso i ts

o r v n  Â c h i l l c s  h e e l :  t h c  8 ? 5 - m i l e  l o n g

power t ransnì iss ion l ine,  rvh ich rç i l l

cvcntual ly  carry  the e lect r ic i ty  gcncratcd

at  CaLora Besse to thc r \po l l , r  sub-sta l ion,  -

betrvecn .Johanncsburg and Prctor ia-  How

arc thc eaqer  Por tugucsc mi l i tary  men (
goiug to keep th is  l inc in tacr  ; i t  a l l  t imcs?

No anrount of villager-hcrding, air.
surveil lancc or ground-p:r t, rìl l in g *'i l l h avc
any te l l ing ef fcct .
.  l f  FRE,LI Ì \ ÍO surv ives thc nÌcments of

f rust ret ion and despai r  whic l :  rv i l l  abound

for  thc ncxt  Í Ìvo or  rhrce ycats t l rcn thc

t ime for  sweet  rcvcng:  wi l l  poss ib ly

come af tcr  thc dam has star ted funct ion-

ing-  \ Íuch r r ' i l l  dcpcnd of  coursc on how
the r . l t i r r^ : r :c  rcc ip;ents of  Cibora Bassa's
e lcct r ic  bounty,  South . { . f r ica,  u ' i l l  rcact
to FRELI ì \ tO's  at tacks on thc powcr- l i r ìc

rvh ich,  to  a ccr ta in extcnt .  the South
Afr icans might  fee l  inc l incd to ca i l  a lso

the i r  crvn .  .  .
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