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The Cabora Bassa pro ject ,
r v h i c h  i n r o l t . e s  h a r n r ' s s i n g  t h e
Zanrbesi  for  h1,dro-e lect l ic
p o w e l  g e n e r a r i o n  o n r l  c r o p  i l r i -
g a t i o n  a t  t h e  K e b r a b a s a  G o r g e ,

1 - F t , '  u  h e r e  , h A  f l \ e f

plunges down ot l  the Centra l
Afr ican p late; iu  or- r  to  the E:rs t
A f r i c a n  c o a s t a l  p l a i n ,  i s  n o t  o n l y
e n o r n r o u s l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o
lv lozanr t , ique-- i t  a lso repfesents
a  m a . l o I  s l e p  t o w u r d s  e c ( ) n o n l i c
a n d  p u l i t i c a l  c o - . r r t l i n r l i o n  i n
Southeln Afr ica.

1 - h e  p o t c n t i a l  o f  t h e  Z a r n h e s i
a t  K e b r a b a s a  h a s  l o n g  b e e n
real ised-- the r iver 's  thr  ust  is
enough to generate 4,000 MW,
e q u a l  t , r  t w ( )  g i a n t  c o a l b u r n i r r g
power s tat ions or  t rvo-and-a 'hul f
Kal ibas-and the Por tuguese
Minis t ry  for  Overseas Af la i rs
spent  t l - re  equiva lent  of  { ,5m.
j u s t  o n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t ,

But  explo i ta t ion of  th is  poten-
t i a l  r e q u i r e d  a n  e n o r m o u s
amount  of  capi ta l - the l i rs t  two
stages of  the pro ject  are l ike ly
t o  c a l l  f o r  I l 5 0 m . - a n d  i t  w a s
out  of  the quest ion unless a b ig
cr ls tOmer could be forrnd for
hydro-e lect r ic i ty  on a long- term
b a s i s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a n
assured source of  revenue to ser-
v ice the loans which woulc i  have
t o  b e  r a i s e d .

Inte lest ing ly  enough,  the gran-
d iose idea only  became a prac"
t ica l  pro ject  when Dr.  Hcnnie
v a n  E c k ,  c h a i l m a n  o f  S o u t h
Afr ica 's  Industr ia l  Developntent
Corporat ion and the most  power.
f u l  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  i n  t h e  R e p u b i i c ,
got  personal ly  involved.  Van
E c k  i s  a  p o t e n t  c o n r b i n a t i o u  o f
v i ' i o n a r y  a n d  p l a c t i c a l  b u . i r t e r s -
m a n ,  a n d  w h e n  h e  s e t s  l T i s  h e a r t
on a venture i t  near ly  a lways
conies oll

Eye-catching

He sarv Cabora Bassa as an
eye-catc l i ing oppor t t rn i ty  to
st rengthen the t ies between
S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  M o z a n r b i q t r e
-never  very s t fong in  the past
l - .ecause of  the backrvardness of
Mozambique's  econol l ly ,  and
S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  d i s d a i n  f o r  t h e
P o r t u g u e s e  f e a r  o f  S o u t h
A f r i c a n  e c o n o n r i c  i r - n p e r i a l i s m .
S t r o n g e r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l
t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f
.SoLi thern Afr ica are very lnuch
p a r t  o f  t h e  V e r w o e r d i a n  c o n -
c e p t  o f  a  s o r t  o f  l o o s e k n i t
S o u t h e l n  A f r i c a n  c o n f e d e r a t i o n
l e d  b y  t h e  R e p u b l i c .

T h r o u g h  v a n  E c k ' s  i n t e r v e n -
t i o n  S . . ) t r t h  A f r i c a ' s  E l e c t r i c i t y
Supply Cornmiss ion \ r 'as ca jo led
i n t o  a  r e l u c t a n t  a g r e e m e n t  t o
t a k e  a n  i n i t i a l  6 8 0  I \ , l W  o f
p o w e r  f  r o n r  C a b o r a  B a s s a ,  r i s i n g
to I , ,170 NiW. These f igures
inc lude sof i re  power 1o [ ' re
c h a n n e l l e d  t o  L o u r e n c o  M a r q u e s
in Southern lv lozanrbrque-
1 0 0  N . { W  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  t o t a l .- f h e  

a g r e e n r e n t  i '  f o r  3 5  y e a r s .
T h e  e x a c t  p r i c e  a t  r v h i c h
E S C O N {  w i l l  b u y  i s  s t i l l  c o n f i d e n -
t i a l ,  b u t  i t  i s  k n o w n  t o  b e  s l i g h t l y
m o r e  t h a n  t h e  C o m n t i s s i o n  n o w
c h a r g e s  i t s  c o n s r i m e r s  f o r  s u p p l y
of  coal .generated power- three-
f r r t h i n g s  a  u n i f .

Of  course,  coal  costs have
b e e n  l i s i n g  s t e a d i l y  a r i d  a r e
l i k e l y  t o  c o n t i n u e  d o i n g  s o ,  t h e
o g ; p o r t u n i t i e 5  f o r  h o l d i n g  d o w n
c o s t s  t h r o u g h  g o i n g  f o r  e v e r -
l a r g e r  p r o d L r c t i o n  u n i t s  a r e  d e -
c r e a s i n g ,  a n d  l v a t e r  s h o r t a g e  i s
f  orc ing ESCOlv l  tou 'ards nrore
c o s t l y  $ ' a t e r ' c o n s e r V i n g  "  d r y " '
s t a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  l i n e  o l
reasoning pLr t  for rvard to t le fend
t h e  a g r e c n t e n t  o r l  e c o n o n r i c
g r o u n d s - b u t  i t  i g n o r e s  l h e  i n -
c e p t i o n  o f  c h e a p  n t t c l e a r  p o r v e r
( S o u t h  A f r i c a  i s  n o r v  p l a n n i n g
i t s  f i r s t  a t o m i c  s t a t i o n  n e a r  C a p e
Torvn) .

I t 's  no secret  that  ESCOIT{ is
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also rvorr ied :bout  re l iance on
elect r ic i ty  gen, : rated in  a fore ign
t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  a n  u n c e r t a i n
p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r i : ,  w h i c l i  w o u l d  b e
transmit tec l  ( )ver  a11 800-mi le
power l ine throrrgh much deso-
l a t e  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  i t s  7 , 0 0 0
p y l o n s  a n  e a s y  m a r k  f  o r
s a b o t a g e ' n r i n d e d  g u e r i l l a s .

S o ,  h o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e
C a b o r a  s u p p l y  h a s  b e e n  c a l c u -
la ted in  such a way in  re lat ion
l o  t h e  R e p u b l i c ' s  p l a r r n e d  c a p a c -
i t y  t h a t  s h o u l c l  t h e  s u p p l y  t a i l
f o r  a n y  r e a s o n ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a
w i l l  h a v e  j u s t  e n o u g h  l o c a l  c a p a -
c i t y  t o  s q L r e e z :  b y .

E . S C O N ' l ' S  t  r r d e r t a k i n g  w a s  t h e
s t a r t i n g  s i g n a l  f o r  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e
to proceed wrth the schenre,  be-
c a u s e  i t  a s s r i r e d  t h e m  o f  t h e
r e y e n u e  t o  s : r v i c e  t i r e  c a p i t a l .
Horvever ' ,  the e was a thfee-year
d e l a y  a f t e r  t h e  s t a r t  o f  n e g o t i a -
t i o n s  b e t w e e r r  t h e  S c r u t h  A f r i c a n
a n d  P o r t u g u e s e  G o v e r n m e n t s -
t h e  E . S C O N I  a g r e e l ) t e n t  w a s  o n l y
f i n a l l y  s i g n e r i  l a s t  m o n t h .  I n
t h e  i n l e r i m  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  b u i l d
the dam--an. l  ar ' r 'ange for  the

' f i n a n r : i n g  o f  i t - p r o v i s i o n a l l y
a w a r d e d  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
Z a m c o  c o n s o r t i u m  h e a d e d  b y
t h e  . { n g l o - A  m e  l i c a n  C o r p o r a -
t i o n  C o m p a n y  L T A ,  h u n g  f i r e .

l - h e  r e a s o n ;  f o r  t h e  d e l a y  a r e

s h r o u d e d  i r r  m y s t e r y .  O n e  t h e o r Y
i s  t h a t  t h e  P o r t t l g t l e s e  G o v e r n -
m e n t  w a s  u n r " i l l i n g  l o  g u a r a n t e e

5 u c h  a  l a r g e  a u t o t l n t  o f  c a p i l a l
u n t i l  i t  w a s  s t  r e  i n  i t s  o w n  m i n d
t h z r t  i t  c o u l d  r v i n  t h e  w a r  a g a i n s t
t h e  g u e r i l l a s  i n  l r l o z a m b i q u e ,
a n d  k e e p  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  a  p e r m a -
n e n t  p a r t  o f  P o r t u g a l .

Exchang;e rate risk
A  m o r e  l i k e l y  s u g g e s t i o n  i s

t h a t  t h e  P o r t r r g u e s e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t
b o t h  t h e  E ' ; c o n r  c o n t r a c t  t o
b u y  p o w e r  a n d  t h e  l o a n s  t o  r a i s e
c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t  b e  d e -
n o m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  s a n r e  c u r r e n c y
t o  c o v e r  t h e m  a g a i n s t  t h e  e r -
c h a n g e  r a t e  r , s k .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e
d i f l r c L r l t  b e c a u s e  S o u t h  A f r i c a
w o L r l d  n a t u r a l l l ,  h e  u n w i l l i n g  t o
c o n t r a c t  i n  a n y t h i n g  h u t  r a n c l s ,
r v h e r e a s  n r t t c : h  o f  t h e  c a l r i t a l
u ' o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  r a i s e c l  i n
E u r o n e  o r  A r n e r i c a ,  u ' h r ' r e  l o a n s
r v o u l d  h a v e  i o  b e  d e n o n r i n a t e d
i n  d o l l a r s .  p o u n r l s .  d e t t t s c h e -
n r a r k s  o r  . s i r l i l a r  i n i e r n a t i o n a l
c u r r e n c i e s .

The Por tu:uese are a lso be-

ln l?

ni les nor th of  V i la  Pery.  This
is nearing conrpletion,

l ieved to be anxious for  pol i t ica l
r e 3 s ( ] n s  t o  i n v o l v e  A m e r i c a n  i n -
terests  in  the pro ject .  The
Z a m c o  c o r r s o r t i u n r  c o n s i s t e d  o f
S o u t h  A f  r i c a n ,  F r e n c h ,  C  e r ' -
n !an,  Pof tuguese and Sr i ,ed ish
c ( ) m p r n i e s ,  h u r  n o  A m c r i c a n
c o n c e r n s .  T h e  f i n a l  c o n t f a c t
w i l l  a l n r o s t  c e r t a i n l l ,  b e  a t v a l c l e d
t o  a  n e w  c o n s o r t i u m  i n c l u d i n g
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  Z a m c o ,  b u t  a l s o
I t { o r r i s o n  K n u d s e n  o f  t h e  U . S .
a n d  p r o b a b l y  o t h e r s .

. A n n o r r n c e r n e n t  o f  t h i s  i s  e x -
p e c t e d  w i t h i n  w e e k s ,  a n d  t h e n
t h e  r a c e  w i l l  b c  o n  t o  g e t  t h e
d a m ,  f i r ' s t  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  s t a t i o n
a n d  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e  c o m -
p l e t e  b y  1 9 7 5 ,  w h e n  t h e  h r s t
pou,er  is  due to f lorv  to  South
A f r i c a .  T h e  d a r n  s i t e ,  8 6  n r i l e s
t i p r i v e r  f r o n  T e t e ,  i s  i s o l a t e d
f l c r m  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t  r o u t e s .
l \4  ost  o f  the steel .  cement ,
n r a c h i n e r y  a n d  o l h e r  e q r i i p r n c n t
r e q u i r e d  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  s h i p 6 r e d
1 o  B e i r a ,  r a i l e d  t o  r v i t h i n  1 0 0
n r i l e s  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  f e r r i e d  a c r o s s
the Zarr - rbesi ,  and then t ruched
i n  o t  e r  i m p r , r l i s c d  r o a d s .

A  c o n r p l e t e  n e w  t o u ' n  u , i l l
h a v e  t o  b e  b u i l t  t ( '  a c c o n l r n o d a t e
t h e  7 , 5 0  w h i t e s  a n d  3 , 0 0 0  A f l i c a n s
e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  e m p l o l , e d  o n  t h e
f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .

T h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  i n v o l v e s  c u t t i n g
a  d i v e r s i o n  t u n n e l .  b r r i l d i n g
c o f f e r  t l a m s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e
m a i n  w a l l ,  c u t t i n f ,  o u t  t h e  f i r s t
p o \ r ' e r  s t a t i o n  o n  t h e  - s o r r t h  b a n k ,
p u t t i n g  u p  a  t r a n s m i s s i o n  h a l l
d o u , n s t r e a n r ,  a n d  l a y i n g  t h e  h i q h -
v o l t a g e  p o w e r  t l ' a n s m i s s i o n  I i n e
t o  t h e  R e p r . r b l i c .  T h e  d a n r  u ' a l l ,
- 5 1 0  f e e t  h i g h  b L r t  o n l v  1 , 0 0 0  f c e t
l o n g ,  u i l l  c r e a t e  a  I a k e  s t r c t c h i n g
b a c k  1 5 0  m i l e s  t o  Z u m b o  o n  t h e
Z a m b i a n  b o r d e r  ( 1 4 , 0 0 0  t r i b e s -
m e n  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  m o v e d  a n d
a n o t h e r  K a r i b a ' t y p e  o p e r a t i o u
N o a h ' s  A r k  n ' i l l  b e  n e e d e d  t o
s a v e  w i l d  a n i r n a l s ) .

Phase two r , " i l l  involve a ra is-
i n g  o f  t h e  s o u t h  b a n k  p o q , e r
s t a t i r ) 1 1 ' s  g e n e r r  t i n g  c a p r c i t y
f rom 1,200 to 1,000 l \ {W and the
t r u i l d i n g  o f  a < l d i t i o n a l  p o $  e r
l i n e s  t o  s e r v e  a r e a s  o t h e r  t h a n
S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( i n c l u d i n g  p o s s i b l y

a n  a l L r n t i n i u n t  s t n e l t e r  i n  I t { a l a r t i ,
' , r ' h i c h  h r i s  a  g o o d  b a u x i t e  d e p o s i t
b u t  n o  c h e a p  p o u ' e r ) .

P h a s e  t h r e e - - n i r t  p l a n n e d  i n
t h e  i r n n t e d i a t e  f  L t t L t r e - i n r  o l v e s
b r r i l d i n g  r  \ c c o n ( i  p u s e r  q l a l i , r n

o n  t h e  n o : ' t i r  b a n k ,  a n d  p o s s i b l ) '
c o n \ l r u c t i r t n  o f  t h r c e  . l . r r t r ;  i r r
gorges downr iver  f ront  the

porrer  and i r r igat ion pro ject

Kebrabasa to legular ise the f  orv
o f  t h e  Z a m b e s i  a n d  a l l o r v
n a v i g a t i o n  b y  b a l g e s  w r t h  a
c l r a u g h t  o f  u p  t o  e i g h t  f e e t ,  a b l e
to caf  ry  lozrc ls  of  up to 1,00()
t o n s  a p l e c e .' I -he 

f r4 ozarubiquans do not
s e e  t h e  C a b o r a  B a s s a  d a r n  i n
i s o l a t j o n ,  b u t  a s  t h e  k e ) ' t o  a
m u c h  g r a n d e r  s c h e r r e  t o  o p e n
u p  t h e  u ' h o l e  a f e a  t o  i n d u s t r y
a n d  m o d e r n  a g l i c u l t u r e .  \ \ , i t h
c h e a p  p o w e r  a v a i l a b l e ,  e x p l o i t a -
t i o n  o f  l i c h  r l i n c t a l  c i e p o s r t s
k n o w n  t o  e r i s t  w i l l  b e c o n r e

P o s s i h l e .  l  l t e i ' e  i .  e '  l a l g e  c o r l .
f ie ld  near  ZLrnr l - ro - - -Japan's
S u n r i t o m o  l \ l i n i n r :  i s  a i r . e a d )
u r t e r e s t e d  a n c l  o t l t e r  m i n e r a l s
d i s c o i , e r e d  i n c l L r c l e  i r o n  o r e
( s o m e  r i c i t  i n  t i t a n i u r n  a n d
vanadiut l  ) ,  copper ,  manganese
a n d  f l u u r s p a r .

, ,  A  P o r t . u g u e ; e  c o r n p a n l , ,  D e
u ) ' e m t o ,  r s  r n t e r e s l e . i  i n  e s t : b _
l i s h i n g  a  s t e e l  r n i i l .  O t h e r  i r r d L r s -
t r i a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a l . e  a r l
a l L r m i n i u n r  s n r c l t e r ,  a n  e l e c t r o .
l1 , t ic  copper  ref inu. r l ' ,  rn t l  fac-
lones to l ] f ( )cess agr . icu l tura l
prot luce.

Nlelv settlers
The \ r ' ider  schente is  expected

t o  o p e n  u p  m i l l i o n s  o f  a c r e s  o i
p l a n t a t i o n  a n d  s n r a l l h o l d e r - t y p e
farnr ing and put  200,0()0 acr :es
u n d e r  i r r i g a t i o n .  W i t h  t h e  p r o s -
p e c t  o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  f o r e s t r y ,  c a t t l e
l a n c h i n g  a n d  g t ' o w i n g  o f  c r o l - r s
s u c l )  a s  n t a r z e ,  t o b a c c o ,  k e n a f ,
l l o r ,  c o t t o n ,  v e g e t a b l e s .  s u g a r ,
c o p r a ,  r i c e  a n d  t r o p i c a l  f r u i t s ,
t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  t a l l i  e x c i t e d l y  o f
a t t r a c t i n s  p e r l r a p s  a s  n l a n y  a s
, r n e  m i l l i o n  s e t t l e r s  t o  l h e  a r e a .

T h e  r u t l r t t t i t i e 5 '  s t a l t i l r p  r l l r r r
f ( ) r  c l c v e l ' ) [ , i n g , r r .  l n r r , , r i l i , . i , " .
o f  t h e  Z a r n b e s i  d e l t a - r v h i c h
c o m p r i s e s  a b o u t  o n e . q u a r t e r .  o f
I r {ozanrb iqLre -envisages oxpen-
d i t u r e  o f  I 7 4 m .

O n e  i s  n u l t r r a l l l i  i n c l i n e d  t o  b e
s c e p t i c a l  a b o u t  t h e  m o r e
v i s i o n a r l '  p o s s i b i l t t i e s  o f  t h e  a r e a ,
b u t  i t  s e e r n s  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c
schenre i tse l f  r r ,h ich outr loes
E g y p t ' s  A s u a n  D a i - r ' r  v e n t u r e  i n
i t q  s i z e - i i ;  c e r t a  i n l l '  g o i n g  t o
c ( ) r n e  a i r o u t .  T h a ( .  i n  i t s e l f ,
a s , i L r r e s  \ ' l o z a m h i q u e  o f  c o n -
s r d e r : r b l e  d e v e l o D m e n t  a n d  s e c m s
t t )  r n : r k e  : e r l a i n  c l o ' e r  l i e s
b e t w e e n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  t h e
d y n a m i c  S o u t h  A f  r i c a n
economy.


