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"Jul ian Ozanne looks at the rehabil i tat ion of the.cashew sector

.; Proiect to cornbat neglect
llE cashew sector, llhe the.
reot of agriculture, has suf-
fsled bsdly as a rcsult of mls.
conceived pollciee and tbe
war. Eowever, a largp efrort is
mder way to rehabilltate the
cnop;

Mozamblque was once the
rorld's king of casher, produ-
drg 2f6,000 tounes fron 6{h
Oles ir 1972. In that year, the
coutrtry exported 69,500
tunes of rar nuts and 2514{X}
tonnea,of processd kernels.
s By .10E3, * nadir was
resched when.marketed pro-
iluctlou slunped to 1E,000
bunes. SlDce then, cashew nut
Inoductiotr has increased
slowly and reached about
50,000 tonnes ln l9Eg, as a
rcsult of better producer prices

.and availabtllty orf; consumer'goods; 
Carhew contributed.

tlE-gm in'f989 to total export
eardngs of ll0l;lrn
'Eowever ,  p roduc t lon

slumped again: tn 1990 to
22,200 tonn6 as ar result of.
very pq)r weather conditions,
accordlng to Mr Julieno Sar.
an3n, tbe secetary of state for
cashew,

The World Bank recently
agreiLdt fundfng for a Special
I}rawiDt Rlght of 116.8m for a
cashew ptoiect for Gaza and
Inhern bane prpvinces.whlch, it
stys, is the flrst phase of a
long-term progriNrnme to reha-
hllltats the sectoa

The project will cornpllment
rchabilltedon work under way
lu. Nampu.la province funded
by Deunark and the

Mozamblquc war onco lhe klng of.crah.w
. ;

small cashew farmers to eat
thelr nuts or bartcr them. for
goods rather than sell them to
tle factories. The war
destroyed the transport and
marheting infrastructure and
forced farmers to abatrdou
their trces. Dlsease and pests
moved in when the farmers
quit their hees and many nuts
have been left uncollected
because of the war.

Ceshew producdou remains
constrained by the war and
the long-term effect of sur-
tained neglect - ageing trecq
poor husbandry, lirck of new
plantlngs, extension servicec
and. research, and incessant
busfflres. Ylelde are estlnated
to be as lor as between 1 kg
and 1.5 kg a free. Annud aver-
age yieldr should be between
6 kg and r0 kg per tree witl
proper agroteehnique-

The Storld Banh pmjeet wlll
concentrate on reuovadon of,
orchardl, upgradlng of agri-
cultural services, pmvision of
investmeut credit to oonmer
cial farmers, and traders,
improving the instltutlonal
cspacity of governm€ilt Mes

-. inlthe carher sectot training
and rehabilitadon of the pr
cestng indusEy. he pmJects
are e4rccted to' llft export
eanings by lfre

Of Mozambique's 14. facto-
rles, which have al instslld
capacity of 150,000 toBnes,
onlY eiSht ap operatilg, two
of which are in private bands.
Preeent capacity is about
E0,000 totrnes.

The govemrnent lg commit-
ted to. conrnerciallsation of
the cashew sector. State owned
factories atr to become auton-
omous enddes and jolnt ven-
tures are being enceuraged.
Accordlng to Mr Saranga,
AngloAmerican is negptlatlng
a deal for two of the sir state
owned factories. "Managpment
in the state sector is the mqior
pmblem," he admits.

Afiican, Ilevelopnent Bank.
Casher traditlonally has

beeu a smallboliler cnrp pF(>
vidtng a cash income to a half'
of Mozamblque farmers who'
produced 90 per cert of total
production intercroping'
cashew with staples such ae
mriz€, ggggaga and cow peas.

State controlled priceg and
an absence of consumer goods
in rural stores encouraged


