
MABUNGULANI
CHISSANO

Solidarity week with Mozamhique 
'87



My Dear Comrade Chissano,

.  The clar i ty and frankness with which you discuss your work
leaves no doubt in my mind that you have documented the
complete history of  the cont inuing struggle in Mozambican
art. Your works are a comprehensive effort by one man to
document the history and experience of his p6ople.

You have achieved what a dozen artists courd not achieve
in a l ifetime; let these achievements not stop you from even
higher ones.

You are a great preserver of the artistic interpretation of
the history of  the Mozambican people.  your galr i ry is a prace
for those who want to document the exferiente oi the
people of  Mozambique.

,  
I  wi l l  see you again when I  come to Maputo.

Yours most s incerelY,

Lt .  Colonel  Clemence Gaza

M A I N  E X H I B I T I O N S

1966 -  C i ty  Ha l l ,  Lourenqo Marques -  F i rs t  Pr ize
1967 --  Internat ional  Compet i t ion,  Washington --  Second

Prize in Afr ican sect ion
1968 _-  Group Show in  London
1971 -  Group Show in  Bav ie ra ,  Monaco
1972 --  Nat ional  Society of  Fine Arts,  L isbon
1975 -  Var ious  Group Shows in  Mozambique and N iger ia
1980 - -  lnaugura t ion  o f  the  Nat iona l  Museum o f  Ar t ,

Maputo
1981 -  In te rna t iona l  Sympos ium o f  Scu lp tu re ,  Be lg rade

-  F i rs t  and Second Pr izes
* - -  Group Shows in  Ber l in ,  Sof ia ,  Moscow,  Luanda
- -  Marb le  Scu lp tu re  Exh ib i t ion ,  Cent re  o f  Ar t  and V isuar

Communica t ion ,  L isbon
1983 __ Group Shows in Lisbon and Porto

-  Group Show in  Harare
1984 -  Nat iona l  Cu l tu ra l  Cent re ,  New De lh i
1985 -  Barber in i  Pa lace ,  Rome

-  Mun ic ipa l  Theat re ,  Regg io  Emi l ia ,  l ta ly
1986 -  Es tor i l ,  Por tuga l
1987 -  B iannua l  Ar t  Exh ib i t ion ,  Havana,  Cuba -  F i rs t  Pr ize



Acclaimed as one of  the major sculptors of  southern Afr ica,
Mabungu lan i  Ch issano was born  in  1935 in  Ch icavane-
Manjacaze, in Gaza province in Mozambique. He spent his
f i rst  e leven years in a smal l  v i l lage shepherding goats and
growing up l ike any other country chi ld.  He carved and
painted gourds and masks and Shitane characters, part of an
oral  narrat ive of  the heroic acts of  warr iors and hunters.  He
was expel led f rom the mission-school  for  dancing a t radi-
t iona l  dance ca l led  Nga langa,  so  h is  g randmother ,  a  famous
medicine woman of  the region, in i t iated him into the r i tuals
and taught him the secrets of  her t rade.

When he was 12 ,  Ch issano le f t  h is  v i l lage  to  d iscover  the
capi ta l ,  then Lourenq,o Marques. He worked as a house ser-
vant for  a ta i lor ,  and when he was 18, set  of f  for  the gold
mines of  South Afr ica.

When he returned to Mozambique in 1956, Chissano was
forced to s ign up for the colonial  army. There he became
good f r iends  w i th  Second L ieu tenant  Ju l io  Navar ro ,  who go t
him a job as a servant at  the Nucleus of  Art .  He then worked
as a painter 's assistant,  for  two years,  and at  the Alvaro de
Castro Museum, as a taxidermist 's assistant.  His contact  wi th
stuf fed and sculpted animals developed his interest  in the
art  and taxidermist  Augusto Cabral  became his teacher.  l t
was an important f i rst  step.

He returned to the Nucleus of  Art  where he worked with-
M a l a n g a t a n a ,  J o S o  A y r e s ,  A n t o n i o  Q u a d r o s ,  J o s e  J u l i o ,
Augusto  Cabra l  and Lobo Fernandes.  Insp i red  by  the  ar t i s t i c
climate in which hewas living, he began his first rough carvings.

When,  in  1956,  Ch issano began to  exh ib i t  h is  work ,  he  was
recogn ized immedia te ly  as  a  scu lp to r  o f  some promise .  H is
f i rst  foreign exhibi t  was in 1957 in Washington, where he
received a second pr ize in the sect ion of  Afr ican art .  The
fo l low ing  year  he  was par t  o f  an  impor tan t  g roup exh ib i t ion
in  London.

In  1969,  he  rece ived a  subs idy  f rom the  Gu lbenk ian  Foun-
dat ion ,  a l low ing  h im to  deve lop  new ar t i s t i c  techn iques  to
the benef i t  of  h is sculptures.

Chissano's f i rst  b ig t r iumph outside Mozambique was in
1981 a t  the  ln te rna t iona l  Sympos ium o f  Scu lp tu re  in  Be l -
grade, where he won f i rst  and second pr izes.

ln the last  few years,  heads of  state,  ambassadors,  ar t is ts,
co l lec to rs  and bus iness  peop le  have a l l  v is i ted  h is  house-
museum in  Mato la ,  a  suburb  o f  Maputo .  Ch issano 's  work  has
begun to  appear  in  bo th  museums and in  p r iva te  co l lec t ions
in  many count r ies ,  inc lud ing  Eng land,  Monaco,  Por tuga l ,
N iger ia ,  Eas t  Germany,  the  Sov ie t  Un ion ,  lnd ia  and l ta ly .



CATALOGUE

1 Mother Afr ica
2 The Wretched Couple
3 What a Pi ty!
4  The Old  Man 's  As ton ishment
5  Where  Can I  Per fo rm a  Mi rac le  in  th is  L i fe?
6 Metamorphosis
7  A h ,  m e !
8 What a Li fe!
9  Where  Wi l l  I  Leave th is  Bund le?
1 0  B a l l e r i n a
11 Th is  i s  How We Heard  i t
12  |  A l ready  Knew
13 They R ipped Me to  Shreds
14 |  Don ' t  Know Where  to  H ide  w i th  My Daughter
i  5  My Ho l low Body
'16 I  Don' t  Think About Love Anymore
17 That 's  the  Way I  Th ink
l8  The Love tha t  I  Don ' t  Know
l 9  T h e  F e m a l e  O w l
20 The Myster ious  Monkey
2 1  T h e  T h i n  O w l
2-2 They Took Away My Thoughts
23 Ears  Don ' t  Hear
24 l t  Reminds  Me o f  That ,  My . . .
2 5  B u t . . . l  A m  H a n d s o m e !
26 Abstract
2 7  D o n ' t  D r i n k  A l l  t h e  M i l k  -  L e a v e  S o m e  f o r  Y o u r

Bro ther !
28  lhe  Owl
29 My Nakedness
30 The Hands Of Strength
31 Abstract
32  That 's  the  Way l t  Used to  Be
33 You Don ' t  Say ,  Bro ther !
34  The Beauty  o f  a  Coup le
3 5  T h e  H e a d  o f  C h i s s a n o ' s  M o t h e r
36 The Death  o f  Pres ident  Samora
37 We Want  Peace
38 The Wonder  o f  the  Peop le
39 They Cut  Of f  My Head
4 0  O h ,  M y  C h i l d r e n !


