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Carving ivory to survive
N the  Avenue 24  De Março  in
Mozambique's city of Beira. "Co<rperati-
va De Artesano" is painted on the window
of a small shop. The room inside is dirty.

unfumished and illuminated only by the light from
the windorv. I  lere, six days a week, 18 men sit  on
the íloor, each carving â statuette from either ivory
or ekrny, hoping to sell it to a tourist.

'lhe 
only English speaker in the group smiÌes,

introduces himself as lìuoard Elessane, and dis-
plays his current project - a tusk about 34cnr
long with a woman's Í'ace carved roughly at the
base. The resl of the tusk is dirty and smeared with
blood. "lt will look much nicer after it is carved
and polished," he says.

-l'he 
co<rçreraÍive was formed in 1985. Elessane

fìrst began carving when he finishcd his military
sewice in 1988. and forrnd nojob wait ingfor him.
"My father used to carve wrxld, so Ijoined these
men." I  le procluees lwo to t l ìrce carvings a week.

The cost rt f  a srnl l l  crrvìng l ike Elessane's is
l-5tì  (XÌ) nrct icais (atrorrt  R 190) - rrot a bld price
foL a singk: man an,l  t l r , :  t . ,u' tr  dai 's rr l  lalrrrrrr i Í  torrk
to rrrori trce. I lut.  as l l t 'e arc str Í ì : iv t ' . rurists in this
srrr i l l l  iovin. lnr l  a:;  th: ferl  fol t ' ign l i t- l  , ' ; rrr[ :crs

While the rest oÍ the world clamps down on
trade in elephanttusks, unemployed men írom
Mozambique carve ivory in a desperate attempt

to earn a living. By BLAKE OWENS

face ivory bans at home, he only manages to sell
one every two or three weeks. lt is enough to keep
him alive. "But some of ihe others, the ones with
families," he says, "are truly suffering."

Because the unenrploynìent rate is even worse
than the tourist tratie, they keep working, hoping
things will pick up. Meanwhile, behínd a wooden
partition in the room, tables and shelves are Íìlling
with carvings waiting to be sold.

The ivory comes from elephanls in Corongoza
National Park, one of the country's more beautiful
spols, situated in Sofala Pnrvirrce. It is also a nrajor
Renamo strorrgholcl.

Each week. a con\'ov of vehiclcs, loacle<J with
ftxxl and other supplies, heatls fronr Beira to the
intcrior. Elessane accí)nì l) : ìnies them ttr thc torvn
oI Jnclrtrpc, . , i , l rcre h,: nrer:t .ç nri l i Íarv nrrrr -- hc
i t rs is ls  t l t cv  i r r r  I r r r , ' l i rn ' r  -  r r ' l to  se l l  i ' ,o rJ ,  Í ìonr
Corongrrza. Ir l t :ssanc t ioesrr ' t  knrr i  hrr"r lhc i lorv

passes from the hands of the Renamo hunters to
those o f  the  Fre l imo t raders .  There  E lessane
encounte Ís  a r t i sans  and t radesmen who have
come from other parts of Mozambique, Malawi
and Zimhabwe to huy ivtrry.

For small ttsks, Elessane pays M25 000 (R31)
a kilogram. For larger tusks, he must pay M30 000
(R38). tast week, he spent
M-5(D 000 on 20kg of ivory, enough to keep him
and the other carvers busy for the next week.

Because ofthe Renamo presence in Gorongoza,
surveys of the elephant çnpulation there are uner-
tain, but the govemment estima(es Mozambique's
total çnpulation at 13 350, down from about 60
000 in I 974. Elessane assures, however, that there
are still "many, manv" elephanLs there.

Elessane and the other caryers are not aware of
the detai ls of the controversy surrounding the
trade in ivory, but they du unclerstand that one clal',
a g,overnment (rfÍìcial may c()ÍÌlc t(ì tlre sttrdio and
conf isca te  a l l  the  c t ' -opera t ive 's  i v r r r t ' .  " l f  tha t
happer rs . ' '  he  savs .  " thcn  l ' l l  j us t  s ta r t  can ing
clrortr ' .  J n lnv c;tse, this is nri  trnlr ' . i rr ìr . ' i l r ;11': ;  * hv
I 'nr lr tul lvirr! Ì  t :neìish, srr I  can hrlp t lre ( 'r isl( ì Í Ì ìcrs
u' lrr-n t l :ct 'corìrt  l ( ì  orÌÍ  sl ì()n."


