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MOZAMBIQUE are few cars moving on the
w i d e  t r e e - l i n e d  s t r e e t s .
named af tc r  Af r ican heroes
suctr as Patr ice Lumumba
and Ami lcar  Cabra l  or  the
leaders of othcr revolut ions
such as V. I .  Lenin and Ho
Chi Minh. Buses are a rari ty

there are neither spare
parts nor much petrol -  and
people walk  severa l  mi les  to
n'ork in the city. An aid
a g e n c y  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  i n
thousands of  b icyc les cou ld
r a i s e  p r o d u c t i v i t y
dramat ica l ly .

Maputo is just 60 miles.
from the South Afr ican bor-
der and the hosti le neighbour
is the focus'of al l  attention
here. The echoes of the war
in the townships are omi-
nously loud.

For years ll{ozambique has
been a constant target of
South African aggression in
the region, although i t  has
never aetual ly been occupied
as parts of Angola are. The
N k o m a t i  P a c t  w i t h  S o u t h
A f r i c a  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  r e -
strained the then expected
open South African attacks
on Maputo i tsel l  but the co-
vert deStruction of the eeono-
niy and the social fabric of
the rural areas has continued
with the inf i l t rat ion of well-
s u p p l i e d  g u e r r i l l a  b a n d s ,
m  o s t l y  f r o m  M  a l a w i
nowadays

However, the markets in
Maputo stlll offer heaps of
tomatoes, bananas, paw paw,
p i n e a p p l e s  a n d  c a b b a g e s
albeit mostly at prohibit ively
high priees. Some stal ls sel l
state marketed goods at less
than half the price. Staple
foods - rice, maize flour and
sugar - are supplied to every
registered resident of the city
on a rat ion card. The comput-
e r i sed  sys tem appea rs  t o
work efliciently though the
quanti t ies are modest.

Fo re ign  cu r rency  shops
stocked with South African
and European luxuries ease
the l ives of the hundreds of
foreign aid workers who op-
erate in every sector and the
thousands of families who
depend on a migrant worker
for their support.

I \ Iozanrbican painters have
made more str iking records
o f  

' t he  dca ths ,  d i s rup t i ons ,
muti lat ions and terror of the
l a s t  f c w  y e a r s  t h a n  t h e
st reams of  neat lv  laundered
a i d  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  p r o d u e e
chi l l ing s ta t is t ics  o f  the n : i l -
l ions displaced inside the
country and over i ts borders.

Over the weekend a new
film of the work of the coun-
try's best painters gave a
g l impse 'o f  the ext raord inary
cultural vi tal i ty which ex-
ploded here after the Portu-
guese colonial ists left .  Chi-
chorro's paint ings have the
v i v a c i t y  a n d  b r i l l i a n c e  o f
Chagall ,  Malangatana's huge
complex canvases are dornin-
ated by great eyes, more eyes
and the terrors they see, for
example a knife sl ieing off a
breast. This is a common
reminder that . the Mozam-
b ique  Na t i ona l  Res i s tance
have left  of their presence.
Murals by Malangatana and
other artists dominate parts
of the city, Heroes' Square,
museum wa l l s ,  i ns i de  t he
Frel imo Party-owned hotel. '
The new f i lm shows Malanga-
tana teaching schoolchi ldren
to make intricate patterns
w i t h  c o l o u r e d  s a n d  a n d
sculpture from sardine t ins.
Bducation has been one of
Frel imo's successes - i l l i ter-
acy was cut by a quarter in
five years, teaching staff bre
b e e n  d o u b l e d ,  s e c o n d a r y
schools inereased by 50 pei
cent.

A retrospective exhibit ion
of Malangatana - at 50 the
country's best-known artist -
opened this week with paint-
ings worth many thousands of
pounds brought home on loan
from col lect ions in Europe
and the United StatCs.

Sculptors, poets, and writ-
ers are the subjects of the
next three fr lms planned in a
series supported by Swedish
aid money to the Ministry of
Culture. A more ambitous
historical feature film is norv
being shot in Maputo, too -
work starts very early in the
mornings not least as aetors.
directors, cameramen al l  do
other jobs as well.
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SATURDAY aflernoon in the
normally deserted former red
light district of Iflaputo the
lights are low, beer florving
and Tbelonious Monk pours
out of the saxophones in
Topaz io ' s .  The  se l f - t augh t
trumpeter is a market stall
holder the other days of the
week, the pianist is a Cuban
economist from the Ministry
of Fisheries. All afternoon a
dozen or more Mozambicans,
a Dane and a Dutchman in
turn held the packod restaur-
a n t  e n t r a n c e d  w i t h  t h e
golden oldies of jazz. Up-
stalrs the former doorrnan
from the Portuguese days,
now the owner, counted his
takings.

The  mos t  ove rwhe lm ing
reception was reseryed for a
Mozambican comDosition for
piano, double bass and clari-
net, composed and played by
a man who, at Indepedence, a
decade rgo, headed at the
a g e  o f  2 2  M o z a m b i q u e ' s
l a r g e s t  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l .
People h'erg;wear many hats
s i m u l t a n b o d s l y  a n d  w o r k
d e m a n d s l , a r e  e x t r e m e l y
heaw.

To see a junior minister
bouncing and clapping to the
w e e k e n d  j a z z  i s  t o  b e
reminded that I[ozambique is
t ha t  r a re  coun t r y  whe re
security chiefs and ministers
o f  d e f e n c e  a r e  p u b l i s h e d
poets, too, and poetry read-
ings in the Botanical Gardens
in the centre of the capital
are a regular event.

Entertainment,,like every-
thing else in Maputo, is done
with virtually no resources.
S a b o t a g e  a n d  w a r  h a v e
ruined'the economy. There


